
HOUSE No. 411

Bill taken from the files of last year, on motion of Mr. Ammidon of
Cambridge. Metropolitan Affairs. January 9.

AN ACT
Authorizing the Transfer of Certain Cambridge Park Lands

to the Care and Control of the Metropolitan Park Com-
mission and directing said Commission to inquire into
the Expediency of acquiring such Care and Control
over All Other Municipal Park Lands within the Metro-
politan Parks District.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. With the consent of the mayor and city
2 council of the city of Cambridge, all the powers, rights,
3 duties and liabilities of the city of Cambridge in those
4 park lands now owned by said city bordering on the
5 Charles river, and extending to the south and west from
6 the Cambridge bridge to land now held by the metro-
-7 politan park commission, with the exception of the inner
8 and northerly of the two parkway roads between the
9 said Cambridge bridge and the Harvard bridge, but in-

-10 eluding the two lots lying between Brookline and Maga-
-11 zine streets and bounded northerly by Granite street and
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12 a passageway, shall be transferred to, and the care and
13 control, including police protection, shall be imposed upon,
14 the metropolitan park commission, but without divesting
15 the city of Cambridge of the legal title to said park lands,
16 provided, however, that all rights, duties and liabilities of
17 the city of Cambridge for principal, interest and sinking
18 funds for loans heretofore created by the said city, desig-
-19 nated as Cambridge Park Loans, shall not be affected by
20 this act. When such powers, rights, duties and liabilities
21 of the city of Cambridge shall have been transferred to
22 said metropolitan park commission, said commission shall
23 also have and exercise over said lands all the powers and
24 duties now conferred and imposed upon said commission
25 by chapter four hundred and seven of the acts of the year
26 eighteen hundred and ninety-three and acts in addition
27 thereto and in amendment thereof relative to the main-
28 tenance and control of public open spaces for exercise
29 and recreation.

1 Section 2. The metropolitan park commission shall
2 investigate the feasibility and expediency of the transfer

of the care and control to said commission of all other
4 park lands and parkways now within the jurisdiction and
5 care and control of cities and towns in the metropolitan
6 parks district. The commission shall determine which of
7 said parks or parkways, if any, should in its opinion be
8 transferred to its care and control as a part of the metro-
-9 politan park system, its estimate of the maintenance cost

10 of the same and what arrangements should be made as
11 to the payment of any debts incurred by the respective
12 cities or towns in the construction or improvement of
13 such parks or parkways. The commission shall report
14 to the next general court not later than the second
15 Wednesday in January.


