
No. 417HOUSE

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN WATER
AND SEWERAGE BOARD RELATIVE TO COM-
PENSATION FOR DAMAGE TO CERTAIN
PROPERTY.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Comma,
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board was autho-
rized by chapter 114 of the Special Resolves of the year 1917
to investigate the claim of Jacob and Harris Lander of
Sherborn for damages to their property in Framingham and
to report to the next General Court what compensation, if
any, should justly be paid to them. The resolve is as
follows;

Resolved, That the metropolitan
authorized to investigate the claim o

water and sewerage board be
Jacob Lander and Harris Lander

of Sherborn for damage to their property at Saxonville in the town of
Framingham by reason of water escaping or released from a reservoir
under the control of the metropolitan water and sewerage board, and
to report to the next general court on or before the second Wednesday
in January what compensation, if any, should justly be paid to them.

The Board has proceeded in accordance with the tern
of the resolve and respectfully reports as follows: ■—

The claim for damages referred to in the resolve was first
presented to the Board in 1912 and was then carefully
examined by the chief engineer of water works, who had
general charge of Lake Cochituate and its tributaries, in
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common with the other sources from which the metro-
politan water supply is obtained, and the evidence then
available was carefully considered by the Board, and it was
decided that the Board was not in any way responsible for
the injury that may have been done to the property of the
claimants.

The property in question was formerly acquired and held
by the city of Boston in connection with the takings of
Lake Cochituate, its tributaries and necessary lands adjacent
thereto and was sold by the city in 1858. In the deed of
conveyance by the city the following reservation was made: ■—

The city reserving the right to let down water when it pleases and
in such quantity as it pleases, whether by accident or design, and also
reserving the right to drainage in any quantity and from any sources
it pleases through the premises.

By a taking dated Jan. 1, 1898, the Commonwealth,
acting through the Metropolitan Water Board, acquired and
now holds all the property and rights which the city of
Boston had in Lake Cochituate and its tributaries, including
the right reserved in said deed of conveyance.

Since the passage of said chapter 114 the Board has again
made a careful examination of all the evidence which it has
been able to obtain regarding the alleged damage, has made
personal inspection of the property and has given a hearing
to the claimants, who were represented by counsel. From
the evidence submitted we are of the opinion that no com-
pensation should justly be paid to them.

HENRY P. WALCOTT,

Edward a. McLaughlin,
THOMAS E. DWYER,

Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board
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