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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represent

I recommend that you make an investigation of the uses
of peat, the nearby deposits, the methods of its utilization
in producing heat and power, and in other ways, with a
view to enacting such legislation relating to it as your inves-
tigation may show to be for the public interest. Peat has
long been used as fuel in different countries, and I am in-
formed that at the present time it is utilized in Germany in
the production of power and heat, munitions of war, and
even in clothing, through the use of its fibre. lam advised
hat large deposits of it exist in New England and that even

under existing methods of preparation, much of it may be
made available for power and heat before the coming of
another winter. Its large content of ammonia would tend
to relieve the scarcity of that article, much needed now in
the making of munitions, and invaluable at all times for
uses in agriculture. It needs no argument to prove the
importance of the study I propose. We are largely de-
pendent upon coal for heating our houses, and for keeping
our industries in motion. In times of stress, our industries,
and indeed our lives, are put in peril by the interruption
of the production and transportation of coal, which must
be brought to us over a great distance, or by the abnormal
demand for it. If we have on hand in great quantities a
substance which may make us less dependent upon coal,
it is our obvious duty to take steps for its development. I
believe the subject to be well worthy of immediate investi-
gation by you either through a regular or special committee,
or in some other way, and that a moderate appropriation
should be granted to make the investigation effective.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.
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