
HOUSE 943

Bill accompanying the petition of George B. Waterman relative to
compensation for tubercular cattle condemned under the general law.
Agriculture. January 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Compensation paid by the Commonwealth for

Tubercular Cattle condemned under the General Law.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section six of chapter ninety of the Re-
-2 vised Laws is hereby amended by striking out the word
3 “forty”, in the eighteenth line, and inserting in place
4 thereof the word eighty, and also by inserting after
5 the word “commonwealth”, in the nineteenth line, the
6 words: provided, that such animal has been owned for
7 three consecutive months by the person or persons having
8 possession of the same; and provided, also, so as to read
9as follows: Section 6. If the board or any of its mem-

-10 bers or agents, by examination of a case of contagious
11 disease of domestic animals, is of opinion that the public
12 good so requires, it or he shall cause the diseased animal
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13 to be securely isolated or to be killed without appraisal
14 or payment. An order for killing shall be issued in writ-
-15 ing by the board or any of its members, may be directed
16 to an inspector or other person, and shall contain such
17 direction as to the examination and disposal of the carcass
18 and the cleansing and disinfection of the premises where
19 such animal was condemned as the board or commis-
-20 sioner consider expedient. A reasonable amount may be
21 paid from the treasury of the commonwealth for the
22 expense of such killing and burial. If thereafter it ap-
-23 pears, upon post mortem examination or otherwise, that
24 such animal was free from the disease for which it was
25 condemned, a reasonable amount therefor shall be paid
26 to the owner by the commonwealth. If any cattle which
27 are condemned as afflicted with tuberculosis are killed
28 under the provisions of this section, the full value thereof
29 at the time of condemnation, not exceeding sixty dollars
30 for any one animal, shall be paid to the owner by the
31 commonwealth: -provided, that such animal has been
32 owned for one month by the person or persons having
33 possession of the same; and provided, also, if such animal
34 has been owned within the commonwealth six consecutive
35 months prior to being killed, or if it has been inspected
36 and satisfactory proof has been furnished to the board
37 by certificate or otherwise that it is free from disease, and
38 if the owner has not, prior thereto, in the opinion of the
39 board, by willful act or neglect, contributed to the
40 spread of tuberculosis; but such decision shall not de-
-41 prive the owner of the right of arbitration as hereinafter
42 provided.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


