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Bill accompanying the petition of Philip J. Feinberg relative to the

regulation of attorneys’ liens for fees for services rendered after suit or
action commences. Joint Judiciary. January 17.

AN ACT
Relative to Attorneys’ Liens for Fees for Services rendered

after Suits or Actions Commence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. An attorney-at-law from the commence-
-2 ment of an action at law or equity or the filing of a
3 declaration containing a counterclaim or set-off or cross
4 action, who appears for a party,h as a lien upon his
5 client’s cause of action for the amount of his fees and
6 disbursements, which shall attach to a report, decision,
7 judgment or final order in his client’s favor, and the pro-
-8 ceeds thereof in whomsoever hands they may come. No
9 settlement after notice of commencement of suit at law

10 or equity and either before or after judgment, or final
11 decree, shall invalidate the lien, but the same may be
12 enforced like any other lien against the money or the
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13 thing of value which is the consideration for the settle-
-14 xnent, or, the parties to the suit if they have made a
15 settlement, may be proceeded against jointly or severally,
16 in an action of contract, and shall be jointly or severally
17 liable to the attorney for the full value of his lien.

1 Section 2. An attorney-at-law who has commenced
2 suit by bringing a writ or other process in any action at
3 law or equity, shall for the purposes of this act be deemed
4 an attorney of record and until the attorney has given
5 written notice of his withdrawal of such to his client, or
6 if the case has been entered in court, to the clerk thereof.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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