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AN ACT
Relative to the Relations of Husband and Wife.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That either husband or wife may enter
2 into any engagement or transaction with the other, or
3 with any other person, respecting property, which either
4 might if unmarried; subject, in transactions between
5 themselves, to the general rules which control the actions
6 of persons occupying confidential relations with each
7 other, and neither shall obtain any advantage over the
8 other by the slightest misrepresentation, fraud, conceal-
-9 ment or undue influence of any kind, and each must act

10 toward the other to the highest good faith.

1 Section 2. That a husband and wife cannot, by any
2 contracts with each .other, alter their legal relations,
3 except: (a) as to property; and except that (6) they may
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4 agree, in writing, to an immediate separation; and may
5 (c) make provisions for the support of (d) either of them
6 and of their children during such separation.

1 Section 3. That a wife or husband doing any act
2 with respect to any property of the other which if done
3 by a stranger with respect of property of either would
4 make the stranger liable in a criminal procedure by
5 husband or wife, it shall in like manner make husband
6 or wife liable in a criminal procedure by husband or the
7 wife against the other.
8 (a) That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent in the
9 three preceding sections will be herewith and are

10 abolished.

1 Section 4. That the notion or presumption which
2 existed at common law to the effect that the possession
3 by the husband of the wife’s property or the possession
4 of the husband’s property by the wdfe is the possession of
5 the other or both is hereby expressly abolished and any
6 acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this last section
7 is herewith expressly abolished.


