
HOUSE No. 1239

House of Representatives, Feb. 13, 1918.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom were re-
ferred (a part of) the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 10) of George A. Hastings that provision be made for
State pay for residents of Massachusetts drafted into the
service of the United States and for state and municipal aid
for their dependents; (a part of) the petition (accompanied
by bill, Senate, No. 11) of George E. Curran that provision
be made for State pay for residents of Massachusetts drafted
into the service of the United States and for state and
municipal aid for their dependents; (a part of) the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 37) of Charles S. Lawler
that provision be made for State pay for residents of Massa-
chusetts drafted into the service of the United States and
for state and municipal aid for their dependents; so much
of the recommendations of the Commissioner of State Aid
and Pensions (House, No. 198) as relates to extending the
provisions of the state aid law (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 199); (a part of) the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 509) of William W. Ollendorff that all citizens
of the Commonwealth in the military or naval service of
the United States from this or from other states be entitled
to receive state aid; and (a part of) the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 511) of George M. Worrall that
citizens of the Commonwealth in the military or naval
service of the United States from this or from other states
be entitled to receive state aid, report the accompanying
bill.

For the committee,

WILLIAM F. FRENCH

Cte ConimcmUictilth of ft3tissacljusctt3.
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AN ACT
To provide for Extra War Allowance for Certain Relatives

of Sailors and Soldiers of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 1. Any city or town may raise money by
2 taxation or otherwise, and, if necessary, expend the same
3 by other officers authorized by law to furnish state and
4 military aid, as extra war allowance for the wife, widow,
5 children under sixteen years of age, or any child depend-
-6 ent by reasons of physical or mental incapacity, or the
7 actually dependent parents, brothers and sisters, of any
8 inhabitant of such city or town, having a residence and
9 actually residing therein, who has enlisted or been drafted,

10 and responded to the call of the president or the war
11 department, or hereafter shall be duly enlisted or drafted,
12 and who has been or shall be mustered into the military
13 or naval service of the United States, or who has been
14 recalled or remained in the military or naval service after
15 the termination of a prior enlistment contract, during the
16 existence of the present war between the imperial Ger-
-17 man government and the people of the United States, un-
-18 less said service is sooner terminated, in the same manner
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19 and under the same limitations as state aid is paid to
20 dependent relatives of soldiers and sailors of the civil war
21 and of the war with Spain, except as hereinafter pro-
-22 vided.

1 Section 2. Persons who incur disability in the said
2 service and who are honorably discharged therefrom
3 shall be eligible to receive extra war allowance and mili-
-4 tary aid under the same rules, conditions and limitations
5 as to amount which now governs applicants for aid under
6 chapter five hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of
7 nineteen hundred and fourteen. The provisions of said
8 chapter relating to state aid shall apply to the widowed
9 mothers, widows and children up to the age of sixteen:

10 provided, that the soldier, sailor or marine, dies in the
11 service during the German war or after an honorable
12 discharge therefrom, of wounds or disability of service
13 origin; and further provided, that said children are born
14 prior to their father’s discharge from the service or prior
15 to the official termination of said war.

1 Section 3. Applicants for extra war allowance afore-
-2 said shall, as a basis, for the first payment thereof, state
3 in writing, under oath, the name, age and residence of
4 the person for whom compensation is sought, the rela-
-5 tionship of such person to the soldier or sailor, the com-
-6 pany and regiment or branch of the service in which
7 the soldier or sailor is enlisted and in which he last
8 served, the date and place of his enlistment, when known,
9 the duration of his service, the amount of United States

10 pay, allotment and federal family allowance, under the
11 War Risk Insurance Act, approved October the sixth,
12 nineteen hundred and seventeen, the average weekly
13 amount contributed by soldier or sailor during the year
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14 previous to service, and the reason for the application,
15 and shall furnish such official certificates or records, or
16 other evidence of enlistment, service and discharge, as
17 may be required.

1 Section 4. The commissioner of state aid and pen-
-2 sions shall furnish, from time to time, to each city and
3 town a sufficient number of blank forms for the use of
4 applicants; shall decide all questions in dispute between
5 applicants and the municipal authorities; shall in-
-6 vestigate all payments or war allowance; shall have
7 power to determine all incidental questions arising in
8 connection therewith; and shall have the custody of the
9 original papers relating to each application.

1 Section 5. Application for extra war allowance may
2 be filed directly with the commissioner of state aid and
3 pensions, in which case he may ask the state aid officers
4 of the city or town named in the application for a
5 recommendation thereon, or with the duly authorized
6 state aid officers of the city or town, who shall, within
7 three days, forward said application together with a
8 recommendation thereon, to the state aid commissioner.

1 Section 6. Municipal officers making payments under
2 this act shall make return of the same to the commis-
-3 sioner of state aid and pensions on blank forms furnished
4 by the commissioner, in the manner prescribed by chap-
-5 ter five hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and fourteen, except that so much of section six
7 of said chapter as relates to the maximum allowance to
8 be allowed shall not apply. The said commissioner shall
9 prescribe rules as to the amount and the disbursement of

10 allowance to the dependents of soldiers and sailors during
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11 the period when such soldiers and sailors are in the actual
12 service of the United States, and reimbursement shall be
13 made to the city or town from the treasury of the com-

-14 monwealth for amounts actually expended: provided, that
15 in no case shall more than fifty dollars be reimbursed on
16 account of the total allowance rendered to all dependent
17 relatives of any one soldier or sailor in any one month.
18 All sums expended by cities and towns in excess of the
19 amount so authorized shall be borne by the respective
20 city or town in which the recipient has a legal settlement,
21 in the form of soldiers’ relief; but in the case of de-
-22 pendents of a soldier or sailor without legal settlement,
23 the amount expended by cities and towns in excess of the
24 limit prescribed, after determination by the commissioner
25 of state aid and pensions as to how much allowance is
26 necessary to afford reasonable support, shall be reim-
-27 bursed by the commonwealth. Payment under this act
28 may be made from the date of entry into the service of
29 the federal government.

1 Section 7. Cities and towns, to meet liabilities in-
-2 curred under the provisions of this act, are hereby author-
-3 ized to borrow in excess of the statutory limit for a
4 period not exceeding one year, such sums as may be
5 required, and to issue notes therefor to be payable in not
6 more than one year from the date of issue.

1 Section 8. Whoever knowingly makes a false state-
-2 ment, oral or written, relating to a material fact in sup-
-3 porting a claim to pay under the provisions of said chap-
-4 ter two hundred and eleven or of this act or of any
5 regulation adopted thereunder shall be punished by a fine
6 of not more than one hundred dollars, or by impijison-
-7 ment for not more than one year. Whoever, in part en-
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8 titled to the benefits of said chapter two hundred and
9 eleven of this act, claims or receives pay for a period of

10 time following the termination of his right to receive the
11 same shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
12 hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
13 one year or both.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


