
Executive Department, Boston, Feb. 14, 1918.

I am enclosing you a communication from the Secretary
of War, stating that negotiations by the United States were
in progress for the acquisition by the Government for title
to Great Brewster and Middle Brewster Islands, Boston
Harbor, Massachusetts, for the purpose of the construction
thereon of fortifications with a view to making more ade-
quate provision for the defense of said harbor.

Also is enclosed a draft of a bill sent me by the Secretary
which lam appending to the letter. I urge that you give
this matter vour very earnest consideration.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

No. 1242HOUSE

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
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Wae Department, Washington, July 30, 1917.

Honorable Samuel W. McCall, Governor of Massachusetts, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Dear Sir:
Negotiations are now in progress for the acquisition by

the Government of title to Great Brewster and Middle
Brewster Islands, Boston Harbor, Massachusetts, for the
purpose of the construction thereon of fortifications with a
view to making more adequate provision for the defence of
said harbor.

It is contemplated by clause 17, Section 8, Article 1, of
the Constitution of the United States that the Government
shall possess exclusive jurisdiction over all lands purchased
within the limits of any state for fortification purposes; and
by Section 355 of the Revised Statutes, it is provided that
no public money shall be expended upon any site or land
purchased for such purposes, until the consent of the legis-
lature of the said state in which the same is situated shall
have been given to such purchase; or, in other words, until
exclusive jurisdiction over such site or land shall have been
ceded to the United States.

While the above provision of Section 355 of the Revised
Statutes has been suspended by a recent Act of Congress
(Act approved July 2, 1917, Pub. No. 26 65th Congress)
during the period of the existing emergency, it is desired
that the state cede to the United States exclusive jurisdiction
over the said islands in order that when the time comes for
their occupation by the forces of the Federal Government it
will not find itself hampered in its proper and effective
administration of the premises.

I have prepared, therefore, and enclosed herewith, a draft
of an Act granting the consent of the legislature of the state
to the acquisition of the said land and ceding jurisdiction
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thereover to the United States; and have the honor to
request that you submit the same to the legislature of your
state at the earliest practicable date and use your good
offices in securing early action thereon.

Very respectfully,

NEWTON D. BAKER,
Secretary of War.
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AN ACT
Granting the Consent of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts to the Acquisition by the United States of Great
Brewster and Middle Brewster Islands in Boston Harbor.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The consent of the commonwealth of
2 Massachusetts is hereby granted to the United States of
3 America to acquire by purchase or condemnation Great
4 Brewster and Middle Brewster islands, in Boston harbor,
5 the same to be used for the purposes of national defense.

1 Section 2. Jurisdiction over the said islands is hereby
2 granted and ceded to the United States, but upon the
3 express condition that this commonwealth shall retain
4 concurrent jurisdiction with the United States, in and
5 over the islands so acquired, in so far that all civil
6 processes, and such criminal processes as may issue under
7 the authority of this commonwealth against any person
8 or persons charged with crimes committed without the
9 said islands, may be executed thereon in the same manner

10 as though this consent and cession had not been granted.

Clic Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.


