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Mr. Sawyer of Ware gives notice that he will move to amend by
substituting this bill for the report of the committee on Legal Affairs
reference to the next General Court, on the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 388) of Roland D. Sawyer relative to the jurisdiction
of certain courts in the commitment of feeble-mindedpersons.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Commitment of Prisoners to State Insane

Hospitals and Schools for the Feeble-Minded.
and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-six, section one of the acts of nineteen
2 hundred and seventeen, in amendment of section one

3 hundred and three, chapter five hundred and four of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, is hereby fur-
-5 ther amended by the substitution of the following section.
6 If a person under complaint or indictment for any
7 crime, is, at any time appointed for trial or sentence, or
8 at any tinm prior thereto, found by the court to be in-
-9 sane (or feeble-minded) or in such mental condition that

10 his commitment to a hospital for the insane is necessary
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11 for the proper care or observation of such person pending
12 the determination of his insanity, the court may commit
13 him to a state hospital for the insane (or school for
14 feeble-minded) under such limitations as it may order.
15 The court may in its discretion employ one or more
16 experts in insanity, or other physicians qualified as pro-

-17 vided in section thirty-two, to examine the defendant,
18 and all reasonable expenses incurred shall be audited and
19 paid as in the case of other court expenses. A copy of
20 the complaint or indictment and of the medical certifi-
-21 cates attested by the clerk shall be delivered with such
22 person in accordance with the provisions of the said
23 section. If a prisoner so removed is, in the opinion of
24 the trustees and superintendent of the hospital (or
25 school) restored to sanity, they shall so certify upon the
26 commitment and notice, accompanied by a written state-
-27 ment regarding the mental condition of the prisoner,
28 shall be given to the keeper of the jail or the person
29 having custody of him at the time of the removal, who
30 shall thereupon cause the prisoner to be reconveyed to
31 the jail or custody from which he was removed, where
32 he shall be held in accordance with the terms or process
33 by which he was originally committed or confined.


