
House op Representatives, April 24, 1918.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill to authorize cities and towns to
provide the common necessaries of life, and shelter during
time of war, public exigency, emergency or distress (House,
No. 1400), report recommending that the same be amended
by the substitution of the accompanying bill.

For the committee

LELAND BOWERS.

HOUSE No. 1479

Che Commcmtoealth of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
Regulating the Manner in which Cities and Towns shall

proceed under Article 47 of the Amendments to the
Constitution.

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Cities and towns acting under the pro-
-2 visions of article forty-seven of the amendments to the
3 constitution for the purpose of maintaining, distributing
4 and providing at reasonable rates, during time of war,

5 public exigency, emergency or distress a sufficient supply
6 of food, other common necessaries of life and shelter for
7 their inhabitants, shall proceed according to the pro-
-8 visions of this act.

1 Section 2. Articles furnished or services rendered
2 under the provisions of this act shall be charged for, so

3 far as is practicable, at rates calculated to cover all costs
4 and charges connected with the particular undertaking or

5 service.

1 Section 3. Any city or town acting under the
2 authority of this act shall keep accounts, in such form

CDe Commontoealtt) of e©asoacJ)usetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.



1918.] HOUSE — No. 1479. 3

3 as may be prescribed by the bureau of statistics, covering
4 separately, so far as is practicable, the cost of the par-
-5 ticular undertaking or service in respect to each com-
-6 modity included therein; and a report in detail of all re-
-7 ceipts and expenditures connected with such undertaking
8 or service shall be included in the annual report of the
9 treasurer of the city or town.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of exercising the powers
2 aforesaid cities and towns may raise and appropriate
3 money outside of any limit imposed by law upon their
4 tax rate or debt, but any bond or note or certificate of
5 indebtedness issued for the said purpose shall be payable
6 in not less than two years from the date of its issue.
7 The receipts from any undertaking or service authorized
8 by this act shall not be applied to municipal purposes
9 other than those described in section one, so long as there

10 are any obligations outstanding issued on account of any
11 such undertaking or service.

1 Section 5. The expenditure of all money appropri-
-2 ated under authority of this act shall be under the direc-
-3 tion of the mayor, or of a department official appointed
4 by the mayor, with the approval of the city council or
5 body exercising the powers of a city council in cities other
6 than Boston, and in Boston with the approval of the
7 civil service commission, as provided in chapter four hun-
-8 dred and eighty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-9 dred and nine; and in towns shall be under the direction
10 of the selectmen or of an official or officials appointed by
11 them.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




