
House of Representatives, May 6, 1918.

The committee on Street Railways, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 193) of Silas
D. Reed that provision be made for the municipal ownership
of the Taunton and Pawtucket Street Railway, report the
accompanying bill.

For the committee

GEO. M. WORRALL.

HOUSE No. 1516

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
To authorize the City of Attleboro to Purchase or Acquire

a Part of a Street Railway Line.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Attleboro, in its corporate
2 capacity, may acquire by purchase or lease, or may take
3 by right of eminent domain, the tracks, poles, and trolley,
4 feed and stay wires and other proper devices for, or used
5 in connection with, that portion of the street railway
6 line formerly owned and operated by the Taunton and
7 Pawtucket Street Railway Company, located in Monu-
-8 ment square. Pleasant street, Emory street, Park street,
9 and Oak Hill avenue from Briggs Corner to Handy

10 street in the city of Attleboro

1 Section 2. The city of Attleboro is hereby authorized
2 to have and exercise all the powers and privileges, and
3 shall be subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric-
-4 tions, set forth in all general laws which now are or
5 hereafter may be in force relating to street railway
6 companies.

1 Section 3. The city of Attleboro, for the purpose of
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2 paying the necessary expenses and liabilities incurred
3 under this act for the purchase, maintenance and repair
4 of the said street railway, may incur indebtedness to an
5 amount not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, and may
6 issue from time to time therefor bonds or notes. Such
7 bonds or notes shall bear on their face the words, City
8 of Attleboro Street Railway Loan, Act of 1918, shall be
9 payable within periods not exceeding ten years from the

10 dates of issue, and shall bear interest payable semi-
-11 annually at a rate not exceeding six per cent per annum.
12 They shall be signed by the city treasurer and counter-
-13 signed by the mayor of the city. The city may from
14 time to time sell the said securities, or any part thereof,
15 at public or private sale, but they shall not be sold for
16 less than their par value, and the proceeds shall be used
17 only for the purposes herein specified.

1 Section 4. The mayor and municipal council shall at
2 the time of authorizing the said loan provide for the pay-
-3 ment thereof in such annual payments as will extinguish
4 the same within the time prescribed by this act; and
5 when a vote to that effect has been passed the amount
6 required thereby, shall without further vote be assessed
7 by the assessors of the city in each year thereafter, in the
8 same manner in which other taxes are assessed, until
9 the debt incurred by said loan is extinguished.

1 Section 5. The city of Attleboro shall pay not less
2 than one half of the whole cost of said street railway.
3 The remaining cost of said street railway shall be borne
4 by the owners of estates situated in the territory lying
5 easterly from the junction of Park street and Emory
6 street, and benefited thereby, upon such equitable rate,
7 proportionate to the benefit derived, and based in whole
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8 or in part upon the measurement of the area of the lots,
9 or according to the average assessed valuations of the

10 land for the years nineteen hundred and fifteen, nineteen
11 hundred and sixteen and nineteen hundred and seven-
-12 teen or in such other legal manner as may be determined
13 by the municipal council; but no estate shall be deemed
14 to be benefited unless such estate has convenient access,

15 within the territory embraced, to said street railway.

1 Section 6. When such street railway has been pur-
-2 chased as herein provided, the municipal council shall
3 within one year file a certificate and plan in the office of
4 the city collector, designating the property assessed and
5 setting forth the names of the supposed owners of the
6 estates embraced within said territory and benefited, the
7 area assessed, and the amount of assessment to be paid
8 by each owner; and the city collector shall forthwith
9 make a demand in writing for the payment of such as-

10 sessments or charges, and every such owner shall within
11 three months after such demand is served on him or on
12 the occupant of his estate, or sent by mail to the last
13 address of such owner known to the collector, pay to the
14 collector the sum so assessed or charged, with interest at
15 the rate of six per cent per annum, after thirty days
16 from the date of said notice: provided, that the board of
17 assessors shall on written request of any such owner,
18 made within the said three months, apportion such as-
-19 sessment or charge into such number of equal parts, not
20 exceeding ten, as the owner shall designate in his re-
-21 quest; and they shall certify such apportionment to the
22 city collector. Interest from the date of the apportion-
-23 ment at the rat ■ of six per cent per annum shall be added
24 to each of said assessments or charges until they are paid,
25 and one of said parts shall thereafter be added by the
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26 assessors to the annual tax on such estates for each year
27 next ensuing, until all of said parts have been so added,
28 unless sooner paid, as hereinafter provided; and, provided
29 further, that nothing herein contained shall be construed
30 to prevent the payment at any time of two or more parts
31 in one payment, notwithstanding its prior apportion-
-32 ment, of any balance of any assessment or charges then
33 remaining unpaid; but interest on such balance at the
34 rate of six per cent per annum shall be paid to the date
35 of such payment; and thereupon the city collector shall
36 receive the same and shall certify such payment or pay-
-37 ments to the assessors, who shall preserve a record
38 thereof.

1 Section 7. The assessment or charge made under
2 section five shall constitute a lien upon the estate, which
3 shall continue for three years after said certificate is
4 filed and demand is served as above provided, or in
5 case of apportionment, until the expiration of two years
6 from the date when the last instalment is committed
7 to the city collector; and said assessment, together with
8 interest at the rate of six per cent per annum, may,
9 with incidental costs and expenses, be levied by sale of

10 the estate or so much thereof as will be sufficient to
11 discharge the assessment and interest and intervening
12 charges. If the assessment is not paid within three
13 months after the service of said notice, or, if apportioned,
14 within three months after any part has become due,
15 such sale and the proceedings connected therewith shall
16 be conducted in the same manner in which sales for the
17 non-payment of taxes are conducted; and the estate so
18 sold may be redeemed in the same manner as if it had
19 been sold for the non-payment of taxes. Such assess-
-20 ments or parts thereof may also be collected by an action



CITY OF ATTLEBORO. [May, 1918.6

21 of contract, in the name of the city of Attleboro, against
22 the owner of the estate brought at any time within three
23 years after the same has become due.

1 Section 8. Any person aggrieved by an assessment
2 may, at any time within three months after service of
3 the demand mentioned in section six of this act, apply
4 to the superior court of the county for a jury to review
5 the same; but before making such application he shall
6 give to the municipal council fourteen days’ notice in
7 writing of his intention so to do, and he shall particu-
-8 larly specify his objections to the assessment, to which
9 specification he shall be confined before the jury.

1 Section 9. The superintendent of public works shall,
2 subject to such ordinances, rules, regulations and orders
3 as the municipal council, with the approval of the mayor,
4 may, from time to time, establish and prescribe, have
5 charge of the maintenance, operation, repair and manage-
-6 ment of the said street railway.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by the municipal council of the city, with the ap-
-3 proval of the mayor.


