
House of Representatives, May 15, 1918.

The committees on Agriculture and Administration and
Commissions, sitting jointly, to whom were referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 1183) of
Warren E. Tarbell relative to the reorganization of the
State Board of Agriculture and the transfer of its powers
and duties to a new board; and so much of the report of
the joint special recess committee on the financial affairs
of the commonwealth (House, No. 1185) concerning the
consolidation of departments, boards and commissions as
relates to the “Bureau of Conservation of Natural Resources,
Board of Agriculture, Commissioner of Animal Industry,
State Forester, State Forest Commission and Commissioners
on Fisheries and Game” (See page 62, clause 8), report the
accompanying bill.

For the committee

FITZ-HENRY SMITH, Jr

HOUSE No. 1555

Cljc CommonUiealtt) of SBassacijugetts.
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AN ACT
To establish the State Department of Agriculture.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The state board of agriculture as con-
-2 stituted under authority of chapter eighty-nine of the
3 Revised Laws, and acts in amendment thereof and in
4 addition thereto, is hereby abolished. All the rights,
5 powers and duties pertaining to said board are hereby
6 transferred to, and shall hereafter be vested in and
7 exercised by the state department of agriculture, estab-
-8 lished hereunder, which shall in all respects be the law-
-9 ful successor of said board. Immediately upon the quali-

-10 fication of the members of said department but not

11 prior to the first day of September, nineteen hundred and
12 eighteen, all books, papers, maps, plans, charts, records,
13 and all other documents, machinery, appliances or equip-
-14 ment in the possession of the said board shall be de-
-15 livered to said department. All the present employees
16 of the said board shall continue as temporary appointees
17 to perform their usual duties upon the same terms and
IS conditions as heretofore, and shall be eligible for appoint-
-19 ment by said department, or by the commissioner of

20 said department, without further civil service examination.

Cftc Commontoealtft of Massachusetts.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.
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1 Section 2. The state department of agriculture shall
2 consist of a commissioner, to be known as the commis-
3 sioner of agriculture, and fourteen associate members, to
4 wit: one from each of the several counties of the
5 commonwealth. The governor with the advice and con-

-6 sent of the council shall appoint four of said associate
7 members for terms of three years, five for two years,
8 and five for one year. The initial terms of said ap-
-9 pointees shall begin on the first day of September in the
10 year nineteen hundred and eighteen. As the term of
11 each member expires, the governor shall in like manner
12 appoint his successor for a term of three years and fill
13 any vacancy for the unexpired term, and he may for
14 cause 'at any time with the consent of the council re-
-15 move any associate member. At their first meeting after
16 qualification the associate members shall elect the com-
-17 missioner for a term of three years, said term to date
18 from the first day of September, nineteen hundred and
19 eighteen, and shall elect thereafter at the expiration of
20 said term his successor and may at any time fill a va-
-21 cancy in said office for the unexpired term. The asso-
-22 ciate members may for cause at any time remove the
23 commissioner. The principal vocation of at least eight
24 of the associate members shall be agriculture.

1 Section 3. The commissioner shall receive an annual
2 salary of three thousand dollars. The associate members
3 shall receive their actual travelling expenses and ten

4 dollars per diem of actual service. The department shall
5 have suitable quarters in the state house and shall meet

6 once each month and whenever called together by the
commissioner.

1 Section 4. The office of secretary of the state board



AGRICULTURE. [May, 1918.4

2 of agriculture, existing under authority of said chapter
3 eighty-nine and amendments thereof, is hereby abolished.
4 All the rights, powers arid duties pertaining to said office
5 of secretary are hereby transferred to, and shall here-
-6 after be vested in and exercised by the commissioner of
7 agriculture, who shall be the administrative and executive
8 head of the state department of agriculture.

1 Section 5. So much of this act as provides for the
2 appointment of the members of the state department of
3 agriculture, and the election of the commissioner of
4 agriculture, shall take effect upon its passage. All other
5 provisions thereof shall take effect on the first day of
6 September in the current year.


