
No. 1598HOUSE

Executive Depaetment, Boston, May 28, 1918.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
It has been called to my attention that there is now pend-

ing in Congress a bill carrying an appropriation of four
hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) for waterfront improve-
ments at the Boston Navy Yard. I understand that the
waterfront improvements contemplated involve an extension
of certain of the piers to a new pier-head line, which has
been recently determined. It is reported to me that the
extension of these piers at the Boston Navy Yard is very
greatly needed, and the extension work should be started at
once. The Attorney General feels that additional legislation
might well be passed which will enable the Federal Govern-
ment to lengthen these piers in the event that they will ex-
tend upon the Commonwealth land. In view of the fact that
we wish to do everything to assist the Federal Government
I respectfully suggest that you pass such legislation which to
you seems proper. lam sending herewith a draft of legisla-
tion proposed for such consideration as you may deem neces-
sary.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

Cl)c Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [May, 1918.O

AN ACT
To Provide for the Better Defense of the Commonwealth in

Time of War.

1 Section 1. During the continuance of the existing
2 state of war, the commission on waterways and public
3 lands may, with the approval of the governor, by and
4 with the advice and consent of the council, approve on
5 behalf of the commonwealth the extension of any wharf,
6 pier or other structure beyond any harbor line established
7 by the general court, provided such extension is approved
8 by the secretary of war or the secretary of the navy, and
9 may take such other action to permit or approve of the

10 use of the property of the commonwealth by the naval or
11 the military forces of the United States as may seem
12 necessary or desirable in connection with the national de-
-13 fense.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Ci)c Commontoealtl) of s^assaclmsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.


