
SENATE No. 56
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts PermanenCFire-

men’s Association for a division of members of fire
day and night forces. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To provide for the Division into Day and Night

Forces of Permanent Members of Fire Depart-
ments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The permanent officers and mem-
-2 berslof the uniform fire-fighting force in every
3 city and town of this commonwealth shall be
4 divided by the fire commissioner, board of fire
5 commissioners, chief engineer, board of engineers,
6 or other officer or officers having charge of such
7 fire-fighting force into two bodies or platoons,
8 which shall be designated as a day force and a
9 night force, and said day force and night force

10 shall alternate on tours of duty every third day.
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1 Section 2. The hours of duty of the day force
2 shall be from eight o’clock ante meridiem to six
3 o’clock post meridiem and the hours of duty of the
4 night force shall be from six o’clock post meridiem
5 to eight o’clock the following morning: provided,
G that on every fourth day, for the purpose of alter-
-7 nating the day force with the night force and
8 vice versa, the number of hours of duty herein
9 stated may be exceeded, but one force shall be

10 at liberty at all times except as otherwise provided
11 in section three of this act.

1 Section 3. In cases of a serious conflagration
3 the officer, officers, or board having charge of
3 such fire-fighting force shall have full authority

4 to summon and keep on duty any or all of the
5 members of such fire-fighting force while such
G conflagration continues. A conflagration shall
7 not be considered within the meaning of this act
8 unless in the city of Boston fifty per cent of the
9 fire-fighting apparatus of said city has been sum-

-10 moned to work at the conflagration, and in all
11 other cities and towns a general alarm has been
12 sounded.

1 Section 4. The provisions of this act shall
2 not act as a repeal of any act or acts, or part or
3 parts of any act or acts, and shall not annul,
4 modify or affect any city or town ordinance, or
5 parts thereof, and shall not affect the salaries,
6 annual vacations, sick or disability leave of ab-
-7 sence of the members of the fire-fighting force in
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8 the city or town in which this act takes effect,
9 whether governed by ordinance or otherwise.

1 Section 5. Upon a petition of not less than
2 ten per cent of the registered voters in any city
3 or town, filed with the secretary of the common-
-4 wealth or other officer or officers whose duty it
5 i§ to prepare the ballots for the state election,
6 not less than thirty days before state election, to
7 submit for the acceptance the provisions of this
8 act by the voters of such city or town, it shall
9 become the duty of the secretary of the common-

-10 wealth, or such other officer or officers as afore-
-11 said, to print upon the official ballot to be used
12 in said city or town upon the following state elec-
-13 tion the question of the acceptance of the pro-
-14 visions of this act by the voters of said city or
15 town, and this act shall take effect in said city or
16 town within one hundred and eighty days of its
17 acceptance by a majority of the voters voting
18 thereon. It shall be the duty of the board of
19 registrars in the city or town in which the signers
20 of such petition appear to be voters, to forthwith
21 certify upon such petition the number of voters
22 appearing thereon.

1 Section 6. So much of this act as authorizes
2 its submission to the voters of the various cities
3 and towns shall take effect upon its passage, but
4 it shall not take further effect unless accepted by
5 the said cities and towns as herein provided.




