
No. 156SENATE

To accompany the petition of C. Wesley Hale, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Board of Dental Examiners, relative to the practice of
dentistry. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
Regulating the Practice of Dentistry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter three
2 hundred and one of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and fifteen is hereby amended by striking out
4 the said section and substituting the following: —-

5 Section 3. The chairman and secretary of the
6 board of dental examiners shall receive a salary
7 of eight hundred dollars a year, and the other
8 members of the board shall each receive a salary
9 of six hundred dollars a year. Each member of

10 the board shall receive in addition to his regular
11 salary his necessary traveling expenses actually
12 incurred in attending meetings of the board, after
13 he shall have filed an itemized account of said
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14 expenses with the auditor of the commomveath.
15 Said salaries and expenses shall be paid out of the
16 treasury of the commonwealth. The board shall
17 keep a record of all moneys received and expenses
18 incurred by it and a duplicate thereof shall be
19 open to inspection in the office of the auditor of
20 the commonwealth. The fees received for ex-
-21 amination before the board shall be paid forth-
-22 with by the secretary of the board into the treas-
-23 ury of the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Section four of said chapter three
2 hundred and one, as amended by chapter two
3 hundred and fifty-seven of the General Acts of
4 the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the said section
6 and substituting the following: Section 4- All
7 persons now registered and engaged in the prac-
-8 tice of dentistry, or who shall hereafter be regis-
-9 tered bj r the said board to engage in such practice,

10 in this commonwealth, shall register with the said
11 board of dental examiners as practitioners, on or
12 before the first day of January, nineteen hundred
13 and twenty, and thereafter register with said
14 board, in like manner, annually, on or before the
15 first day of January of each succeeding year, and
16 shall pay therefor a fee of one dollar for each
17 registration. The form and method of such regis-
-18 tration shall be provided for by said board, in
19 such manner as will enable the said board to
20 carry into effect the purposes of this act.
21 Upon receiving a proper application for such
22 registration, accompanied by a fee of one dollar,
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23 the said board of dental examiners shall issue a
certificate of annual registration to the applicant
for registration, upon which shall be noted the
number of the book and the page therein contain-
ing the record of such registration; said certificate,
together with its renewals, shall be good and suffi-
cient evidence of registration under the provisions
of this act.
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31 The board shall publish every three years com-

plete lists of the names and office addresses of all
dentists registered and practicing in the state,
arranged alphabetically by name and also by the
cities and towns in which their offices are situated.
Every dentist when he begins practice, either by
himself or as an assistant, shall forthwith notify
the board of his office address. Every registered
dentist shall exhibit his full name in plain, read-
able letters in each office or room in which his
business is transacted.
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Any person who shall practice dentistry in this
commonwealth, failing to comply with the re-
quirements of this section, shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof shall be
punished for each offence by a fine of not less than
ten dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars.
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1 Section 3. Section five of said chapter three
2 hundred and one is hereby amended by striking
3 out the said section and substituting the follow-
-4 ing: Section 5. Any person twenty-one years
5 of age or over and of good moral character, who
6 has received a diploma from the faculty of a re-
-7 putable dental college as defined in this act, shall
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8 upon fulfillment of the requirements hereinafter
9 specified, be entitled to examination by the board

10 of dental examiners: provided, that a person who
11 has spent four years in a reputable dental college
12 as herein defined and has successfully passed all
13 examinations of the first, second and third years,
14 but has not received a degree, may, at the discre-
-15 tion of the board, be examined. If found com-
-16 petent the applicant shall be registered by said
17 board and shall receive a certificate of registra-
-18 tion signed by the members of the board or a
19 majority of them, which shall be prima facie evi-
-20 dcnce of the right of the holder, under the pro-
-21 visions of this act, to practice dentistry in this
22 commonwealth. In proof of this right the said
23 certificate or a duplicate shall be kept in his office
24 in plain view of his patients and shall be shown to
25 any member or agent of the board on application.

1 Section 4. Section six of said chapter three
2 hundred and one is hereby amended by striking
3 out the said section and substituting the follow-
-4 ing: Section 6. A dental college shall be con-
-5 sidered reputable which possesses the following
6 qualifications:
7 First. It shall be incorporated and shall be
8 authorized by its charter to confer degrees of
9 doctor of dental medicine, doctor of dental

10 surgery or doctor of dental science.
11 Second. It shall deliver a full course of lec-
-12 tures and instruction by a competent faculty and
13 corps of instructors, the course to consist of not
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14 less than four separate academic years of not less
15 than thirty-two weeks each of six days for each
16 week, and shall require every matriculate to be a
17 graduate of an accredited high school or to present
18 proof of equivalent training.
19 Third. The administrative policy of the school
20 must be satisfactory to the board of dental ex-
-21 aminers.

1 Section 5. Section seven of said chapter three
2 hundred and one is hereby amended by striking
3 out the said section and substituting the follow-
4 ing: Section 7. Every applicant for examina-
5 tion shall make an application in writing upon
6 blanks to be furnished by the board, which shall
7 be signed and sworn to by the applicant present-
-8 ing proof that he is twenty-one years of age or
9 over, of good moral character, and of his gradua-

10 tion from a reputable dental college or having
11 spent four years in a reputable dental college and
12 passed examinations of the first, second and third
13 years as hereinbefore provided and pay a fee of
14 twenty dollars, which shall not be returned to
15 him. An applicant who fails in his examination
16 shall be entitled to one re-examination free of
17 charge, but for each subsequent examination he
18 shall pay ten dollars. The examination may be
19 written or oral, or both written and oral, at the
20 option of the board, and shall include the prin-
-21 cipal subjects taught in reputable dental colleges.
22 Demonstrations in operative and prosthetic dcn-
-23 tistry, diagnosis and prognosis shall be required.




