
No. 263SENATE
To accompany the petition of James F. Cavanagh for the establish-

ment of a Metropolitan Police system. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To establish a Metropolitan Police Commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
sane, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, by and with the
2 advice and consent of the council, shall appoint
3 three persons who shall constitute a board to be
4 known as the metropolitan police commission.
5 The members of this board shall hold office for
6 the terms of one year, two years and three years,
7 respectively, beginning with the first Monday of
8 February in the year nineteen hundred and
9 twenty, and annually thereafter the governor shall

10 appoint, as aforesaid, one such commissioner to
11 hold office for the term of three years beginning
12 with the first Monday in February in the year
13 of his appointment; and if any vacancy occurs
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14 in said board by resignation or otherwise, the
15 governor shall in like manner appoint a commis-
-16 sioner for the residue of the term in which the
17 vacancy occurs. The police commissioner of the
18 city of Boston in office at the time of the appoint-
-19 ment of the first metropolitan police board shall
20 be appointed as a member of the board, if he is
21 willing to accept the appointment. Any com-
-22 missioner may be removed by the governor, with
23 the advice and consent of the council, for such
24 cause as he shall deem sufficient. Such cause
25 shall be stated in his order of removal. The
26 governor shall designate one member of the com-
-27 mission as chairman of the board. No person
28 employed by the board shall be eligible for ap-
-29 pointment as a member thereof.

1 Section 2. Said board shall appoint a secre-
-2 tary, who shall be exempt from civil service law,
3 who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
4 its duties, and who shall keep such records, issue
5 such notices and attest such papers and orders as
6 said board of police commissioners shall direct.
7 His term of office shall be three years, but he
8 may be removed by a majority of said board of
9 police commissioners for such cause as they shall

10 deem sufficient. Such cause shall be stated in
11 the order of removal.

1 Section 3. The annual salary of the chair-
-2 man of the metropolitan police commission shall
3 be eight thousand dollars, of the other two mem-



1919.] SENATE —No. 263. 3

4 bers of the board, six thousand dollars, and of the
5 secretary, five thousand dollars, which shall be
6 paid in monthly installments by the treasurer of
7 the commonwealth of Massachusetts. Said board
8 of police commissioners may employ such clerks,
9 stenographers and other employees as they may

10 deem necessary for the proper performance of the
11 duties of their office. On or before the first Mon-
-12 day of January in each year, said board shall
13 make a report of its proceedings to the governor.
14 The records of the metropolitan police commis-
-15 sion shall at all times be open to the inspection of
16 the governor, the mayors of the several cities and
17 the chairman of the board of selectmen in the
18 several towns.

1 Section 4. The jurisdiction and powers of
2 said board shall extend to and may be exercised
3 in the cities of Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea,
4 Everett, Lynn, Malden, Medford, Melrose, New-
-5 ton, Quincy, Revere, Somerville, Waltham and
6 Woburn, and in the towns of Arlington, Belmont,
7 Braintree, Brookline, Canton, Dedham, Dover,
8 Hingham, Hull, Milton, Nahant, Needham, Sau-
-9 gus, Stoneham, Swampscott, Wakefield, Water-

-10 town, Wellesley, Weston, Weymouth, Winches-
-11 ter and Winthrop; which cities and towns shall
12 constitute the metropolitan police district. The
13 existing police forces now maintained in the cities
14 and towns of the metropolitan police district,
15 together with the police forces now maintained by
16 the metropolitan park commission, shall be con-
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solidated into a single police force under the
jurisdiction of the metropolitan police commission.
The said commission shall have authority to ap-
point, establish and organize the police of the
district and make all needful rules and regula-
tions for its efficiency. Said commission shall
from time to time appoint a trial board to be
composed of three captains of police, to hear the
evidence and such complaints against members of
the force as the said commission may deem ad-
visable to refer to said board. Said trial board
shall report its findings to said commissioners,
who may review the same and take such action
thereon as they may deem advisable. Except as
otherwise provided herein, all the powers and du-
ties now conferred or imposed by law upon the
police commissioner in the city of Boston, or upon
the chiefs of police in the various cities and towns
of the metropolitan police district; are hereby con-
ferred and imposed upon the metropolitan police
commission. All bcenses issued by said commis-
sion shall be signed by its secretary and recorded
in the office of the commission.
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1 Section 5. The members of the police forces
2 in the various cities and towns, including reserve
3 police officers, together with the members of the
4 metropolitan park police in office when the said
5 metropolitan police commission is first appointed,
6 shall continue to hold their several offices until
7 removed or placed on the retired list by the said
8 metropolitan police commission in accordance
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9 with law. All police officers now in office or ap-
-10 pointed by said metropolitan police commission
11 shall have and exercise within the limits of the
12 metropolitan police district all the powers con-
-13 ferred by law upon constables, except in relation
14 to the service of civil process, and all the powers
15 conferred upon the police as watchmen.

1 Section 6. The said commission shall have
2 authority to organize the metropolitan police dis-
-3 trict into such police stations as it shall deem wise
4 for the efficient administration of the metropolitan
5 police. The chiefs of police in the various cities
6 of the metropolitan police district outside of Bos-
-7 ton shall be appointed by the metropolitan police
8 commission to the office of captain in the metro-
-9 politan police. The chiefs of police in the towns

10 of the metropolitan police district outside of Bos-
-11 ton shall be appointed to the office of lieutenant
12 in the metropolitan police district.

1 Section 7. All expenses for the maintenance
2 of buildings, the pay of the police, clerks, stenog-
-3 raphers, and other employees, and all incidental
4 expenses incurred in the performance of the du-
-5 ties of the said commission, or in the adminis-
-6 tration of said police, shall be paid by the treas-
-7 urer and receiver general of the commonwealth
8 upon requisition by said police commission. The
9 supreme judicial court, sitting in equity, shall,

10 on the application of said board, and after notice
11 to each of the cities and towns hereinbefore named,
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12 appoint three commissioners who shall not be resi-
-13 dents of said cities and towns, who shall, after
14 due notice and hearing and in such manner as
15 they shall deem just and equitable, determine the
16 proportion in which each of said cities and towns
17 shall annually pay money into the treasury of the
18 commonwealth to meet the expenses of the metro-
-19 politan police commission. The proportion to be
20 paid by each of the cities and towns shall be sub-
-21 ject to revision every five years by a commission
22 appointed in the same manner as that which de-
-23 termined the proportions in the first instance.

1 Section 8. The amount of money required
2 each year from each city and town of the metro-
-3 politan police district to meet the expenses of the
4 metropolitan police commission, and the defici-
-5 ency, if any, shall be estimated by the treasurer
6 of the commonwealth in accordance with the pro-
-7 portion determined as aforesaid and shall be in-
-8 eluded in and made a part of the sum charged to
9 such city and town, to be assessed upon it in the

10 apportionment and assessment of its annual state
11 tax, and said treasurer shall in each year notify
12 each city and town of the amount of such assess-
-13 ment and the same shall be paid by the city or
14 town into the treasury of the commonwealth at
15 the time required for the payment and as a part
16 of its state tax.

1 Section 9. Nothing in this act shall affect the
2 present laws regulating the sale of intoxicating
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3 liquors in the several cities and towns of the
4 metropolitan police district.

1 Section 10. All property, real and personal,
2 now used by the police forces of the various cities
3 and towns and by the metropolitan park police,
4 shall become the property of the commonwealth
5 of Massachusetts and shall be administered in
6 trust for the commonwealth by the metropolitan
7 police commission. If said real and personal
8 property then in use by the several police forces
9 thus turned over to the commonwealth shall not,

10 in the judgment of the metropolitan police com-
-11 mission be in proportion to the population
12 and assessed valuation of the city or town turn-
-13 ing over said property, then upon application of
14 the metropolitan police commission, the three
15 commissioners appointed by the supreme judicial
16 court under the provisions of this act shall deter-
-17 mine what assessments shall be levied on any city
18 or town in order that its contribution to the
19 assets of the metropolitan police force may be
20 in proportion to its population and valuation.
21 Moneys thus assessed shall be collected as pro-
-22 vided under the provisions of this act and shall
23 be held in a special fund to be known as the
24 Metropolitan Police Fund, and shall only be ex-
-25 pended for the purchase of capital assets for
26 which otherwise bonds would be issued.

1 Section 11. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
3 repealed.
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Section 12. This act shall take effect on the
first Monday of February in the year nineteen
hundred and twenty, except that the governor
shall have authority to appoint the first metro-
politan police commission on or after the first
Monday of December in the year nineteen hun-
dred and nineteen.


