
Bill accompanying the Report of the Special Recess Commission on
Education (Senate, No. 330). Printed by order of the Senate.

AN ACT
Relative to the Distribution of the Massachusetts School

Fund.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The income of the Massachusetts School Fund
2 which shall have accrued on the thirty-first day of December
3 of each year shall be apportioned by the commissioners of said
4 fund, as provided in this act, and shall be paid to the several
5 towns entitled thereto on the tenth day of March thereafter.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of this act the following
2 words and phrases shall be defined as follows:
3 The “valuation” shall mean the valuation of the town, as
4 determined by the last preceding assessors’ valuation thereof,
5 exclusive of omitted assessments.
6 The “assured minimum” shall mean the amount by which
7 the sum of the following items for the last preceding town
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8 fiscal year exceeded the amount received by that town from
9 the general school fund during that year:

10 (1) Salaries paid during that year to principals and full-
-11 time teachers, not including any amounts by which any such
12 salary was at a rate in excess of eight hundred and fifty dol-
-13 lars.
14 (2) Two hundred and fifty dollars for each teaching
15 position occupied by one or more principals or full-time
16 teachers for that year, to defray expenses of operation and of
17 various other items in connection with the support of schools.
18 (3) The actual expenditures made during that year for the
19 transportation of children to the schools of that town.
20 (4) The actual expenditures, if any, made during that year
21 for the tuition and transportation of children to elementary
22 schools in adjoining cities or towns.

1 Section 3. Each town whose valuation is less than five
2 hundred thousand dollars shall receive one-half of the assured
3 minimum in case the assured minimum is greater than the
4 amount that would have accrued from a tax of ten dollars
5 per thousand dollars valuation. If the assured minimum in
6 such a town is less than the proceeds of such a ten dollar
7 tax but greater than the proceeds of a five dollar tax the
8 town shall receive the amount by which the assured minimum
9 exceeds the proceeds of such a five dollar tax.

1 Section 4. Each town whose valuation is less than one
2 million dollars but not less than five hundred thousand dol-
-3 lars shall be allotted one-third of the assured minimum in
4 case the assured minimum is greater than the amount that
.5 would have accrued from a tax of seven and one-half dollars
ffi per thousand dollars of valuation. If the assured minimum
7 in such a town is less than the proceeds of such tax of seven
8 and one-half dollars but greater than the proceeds of a five
9 dollar tax the town shall be allotted the amount by which the

10 assured minimum exceeds the proceeds of such five dollar
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11 tax. Said allotments shall be paid in full in case their sum
12 does not exceed the amount available after making the pay-
-13 ments provided by section three; otherwise they shall be re-
-14 duced proportionally so much as may be necessary.

1 Section 5. The balance, if any, of the income of the fund
2 available after the distribution provided for in sections three
3 and four, shall be distributed to each town having a valua-
-4 tion of less than two million five hundred thousand dollars
5 but not less than one million dollars in an amount propor-
-6 tional to the amount by which its expenditures from the
7 proceeds of local taxation for the support of schools for the
8 last preceding town fiscal year exceeded the amount that
9 would have accrued from a tax of six dollars per one thousand

10 dollars of valuation.

1 Section 6. The superintendent of schools shall, under
2 oath, file with the commissioner of education, not later than
3 the first day of February of the year nineteen hundred and
4 twenty, and of each year thereafter, a statement containing
5 such data as may be necessary for the purposes of this act,
6 upon blanks prepared by the commissioner of education.
7 Before filing this statement the superintendent of schools shall
8 submit it to the chairman of the school committee for exami-
-9 nation and counter signature, under oath. Failure to file such

10 statement by the fifteenth day of February shall cause said
11 town to forfeit its right to participate in the income which
12 shall have accrued during the last preceding year. The com-
-13 missioner of education shall cause these blanks to be exam-
-14 ined, and transmit them to the treasurer and receiver-
-15 general, together with a tabulation showing the amount due
16 each town.

1 Section 7. Whenever it shall appear to the commissioner
2 of education that any town has not complied with the laws
3 relating to public schools he shall notify the treasurer and
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4 receiver-general, who shall withhold from that town its share
5 of this fund, in whole or in part, as the commissioner of
6 education may determine, until such time as it shall have
7 complied with such laws.

1 Section 8. Chapter one hundred and eighty-six of the
2 General Acts of nineteen hundred and eighteen, section three
3 of chapter four hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and three, sections six and seven of chapter forty-one
5 of the Revised Laws, chapter three hundred and forty of the
6 acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, and chapter one hun-
-7 dred and seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and four are
8 hereby repealed.


