
Bill accompanying the Report of the Special Recess Commission on
Education (Senate, No. 330). Printed by order of the Senate.

AN ACT
To establish the State Department of Education.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as

follows.
1 Section 1. The board of education, as constituted under
2 authority of chapter four hundred and fifty-seven of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and nine, and acts in amendment thereof
4 and in addition thereto, is hereby abolished. All the rights,
5 powers and duties pertaining to said board are hereby trans-
-6 ferred to, and hereafter shall be vested in, and exercised by,
7 the state department of education, established hereunder,
8 which shall in all respects be the lawful successor of said
9 board. All present employees of said board shall continue

10 as temporary appointees to perform their usual duties upon
11 the same terms and conditions as heretofore, and shall be
12 eligible for appointment by said department, without further
13 civil service examination.
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1 Section 2. The state department of education shall con-
-2 sist of a commissioner of education, to be appointed as here-
-3 inafter provided, and a board of education consisting of nine
4 persons, three of whom shall annually', in June, be appointed
5 by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
6 for terms of three years, except as hereinafter provided. No
7 member of the board shall be eligible for appointment who
8 has served continuously for three full terms of three years
9 each. The governor may for cause at any time, with the

10 advice and consent of the council, remove any member of
11 this board, and shall fill any vacancy caused by removal, death
12 or resignation. A majority of the members of the board shall
13 be persons not professionally engaged in education or inter-
-14 ested directly in any educational institutions. One member
15 shall be appointed from each of the eight councillor districts
16 and one at large.
17 The board shall meet at least once in each month and at
18 such other times as the commissioner, or any three members
19 of the board, may request, and they shall be allowed their
20 necessary travelling expenses. During the month of June in
21 the current year the governor shall appoint all of said nine
22 members of the board, whose terms of office shall begin on the
23 first day of July, nineteen hundred and nineteen, three for a
24 term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-two,
25 three for a term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
26 twenty-one, and three for a term ending June thirtieth, nine-
-27 teen hundred and twenty.

1 Section 3. The board of education shall elect the com-
-2 missioner of education, whose term of office shall be five
3 years, and shall fix his salary. Said commissioner may at any
4 time be removed from office for cause by said board.
5 It shall be the duty of the board to advise and consult with
6 the commissioner of education with reference to all matters
7 pertaining to the educational interests of the commonwealth;
8 to approve or disapprove all appointments or removals by the
9 commissioner, and to hear and determine all appeals from
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10 decisions of the commissioner. Both the board and the com-
il missioner shall annually, on or before the third Wednesday
12 of January, make reports to the general court.

1 Section 4. The commissioner of education shall be the
2 administrative and executive officer of the state department
3 of education, and subject to approval by, and appeal to, the
4 board of education, he shall have the following powers and
5 duties:
6 (a) He shall appoint, and may remove, such deputy com-
-7 missioners, directors, assistants, clerks, or other employees
8 as may now or hereafter be provided for by law, prescribe
9 their duties and fix their salaries as within the limit of ap-

-10 propriations therefor.
11 (b) He shall determine the number of teachers to be em-
-12 ployed and the classification of each position in each state
13 normal school and each training school. He shall also deter-
-14 mine the number of deputy commissioners, agents and other
15 employees of the state department of education not specially
16 provided for by law, and shall classify such positions. Such
17 classifications into groups and grades shall be established by
18 specifications defining for each group and grade the titles,
19 duties, responsibilities, and minimum qualifications for en-
-20 trance and promotion.
21 (c) He shall have authority to fix the salaries of the em-
-22 ployees of the state department of education enumerated in
23 this act: provided, however, that no salary attached to an
24 office or position classified in accordance with the provisions
25 of this act shall be increased unless the appropriation for
26 salaries is sufficient to cover such increases. Any increase in
27 salary granted in accordance with the provisions of this act
28 shall not take place prior to June first of the year when ap-
-29 proved as herein provided. Nothing contained herein shall
30 be construed as changing the status of employees of the state
31 department of education with reference to civil service laws,
32 rules and regulations.
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33 (d) He shall have entire charge and direct control of all
34 educational institutions and activities maintained at public
35 expense, and under the management of the board of educa-
-36 tion; and for such special inquiries as he may from time to
37 time deem necessary to be made with reference to the effi-
-38 ciency of these institutions and activities he shall be au-
-39 thorized to employ the services of special agents, appropria-
-40 tion having been made for that purpose.
41 (e) He shall have general supervision of educational institu-
-42 tions and activities supported in whole or in part by the com-
-43 monwealth and of those supported in whole or in part by
44 cities, towns and counties.
45 (/) It shall be his duty to see that the requirements of sec-
-46 tion two, chapter forty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended
47 with reference to the approval of private schools by school
48 committees, are enforced.
49 ( g) He shall have supervision of the Massachusetts agri-
-50 cultural college; the textile schools at Lowell, Fall River
51 and New Bedford; the education of the deaf, of the feeble-
-52 minded, of the crippled children, of the blind, of the inmates
53 of juvenile correctional institutions, of the inmates of the
54 penal institutions, of the inmates of all county training
55 schools, and of all state minor wards.
56 (A) He shall have authority to fix minimum standards of
57 organization, equipment and instruction for all the public
58 schools of the commonwealth.
59 (i) He shall continue to exercise the powers and perform
60 the duties conferred or imposed by law upon the commis-
-61 sioner of education.
62 (J) He shall sign all orders for the payment of moneys for
63 educational purposes provided by law.
64 (A) He shall visit, as often as his duties will permit, differ-
-65 ent parts of the commonwealth for the purpose of arousing
66 and guiding public sentiment in relation to the practical
67 interest of education; shall collect in his office such school
68 books, apparatus, maps and charts as may be desirable;
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69 shall receive and arrange in his office the reports and returns
70 of school committees; and shall receive, preserve and dis-
-71 tribute the state documents relative to the public school
72 system. He may also publish for general distribution such
73 parts of the annual report of the board and such other
74 matters as he may consider best adapted to promote the
75 interest of public education.
76 (I) Any person aggrieved by any order, act or decision of
77 the commissioner of education may have the right to appeal
78 therefrom to the board of education, whose decision, within
79 the limits of its jurisdiction, shall be final.

1 Section 5. The terms of office of the present members of
2 the board of education shall expire July first, nineteen hun-
-3 dred and nineteen, and said board shall then cease to exist.

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith
2 are hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act, so far as it provides for the appolnt-
-2 ment of the board of education during the month of June,
3 nineteen hundred and nineteen, shall take effect upon its
4 passage, and it shall take full effect on the first day of July,
5 nineteen hundred and nineteen.




