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Senate, March 25, 1919.

The committee on Cities to whom was recommitted the
Senate Bill to provide for the division into day and night
forces of permanent members of fire departments (Senate,
No. 365), report that the same ought to pass in anew draft
herewith submitted (Senate, No. 403).

For the committee

GEORGE H. JACKSON.

[Mr. Woodill, of the House, dissents.]
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To provide for the Division into Day and Night

Forces of Permanent Members of Fire Depart-
ments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The permanent members of the
2 uniformed fire-fighting force in every city and
3 town of this commonwealth shall be divided by
4 the fire commissioner, board of fire commissioners,
5 chief engineer, board of engineers, or other officer
6 or officers having charge of such fire-fighting force
7 into two bodies or platoons, which shall be desig-
-8 nated as a day force and a night force, and said
9 day force and night force shall alternate on tours

10 of duty every third day.

1 Section 2. The hours of duty of the day force
2 shall be from eight o’clock ante meridian to six
3 o ’clock post meridian and the hours of duty of
4 the night force shall be from six o’clock post
5 meridian to eight o’clock ante meridian: pro-
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6 vided, that on every third day, for the purpose of
7 alternating the day force with the night force and
8 vice versa, the number of hours of duty herein
9 stated may be exceeded, but one force shall be at

10 liberty at all times except as otherwise provided
11 in section three of this act.

1 Section 3. In case of a conflagration, the
2 officer, officers or board having charge of such fire-
-3 fighting force shall have full authority to summon
4 and keep on duty any or all of the members of such
5 fire-fighting force while such conflagration con-
-6 tinues. A conflagration shall not be considered
7 to exist within the meaning of this act unless a
8 general alarm has been sounded.

1 Section 4. The provisions of this act shall
2 not repeal or affect any act, ordinance or by-law
3 relative to salary, pensions, annual vacations,
4 sick or disability leave of absence of the members
5 of the fire-fighting force in any city or town which
6 accepts this act. Section forty-four of chapter
7 five hundred and fourteen of the acts of nineteen
8 hundred and nine, regulating the hours of labor

9 of firemen, and chapter five hundred and forty-
-10 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twelve,
11 and chapter ninety-seven of the General Acts of
12 nineteen hundred and fifteen, both of which
13 provide for granting firemen one day off in five,
14 insofar as they are inconsistent herewith, shall
15 not hereafter apply to any such city or town.
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1 Section 5. All acts, ordinances or by-laws,
2 or parts thereof, affecting the number that may
3 be appointed as members of its fire-fighting force
4 and the meal hours and days off of the members
5 of fire departments of any city or town accepting
6 the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. Upon a petition of not less than
2 ten per cent of the registered voters in any city
3 or town, duly certified by the registrars of voters
4 and filed with the secretary of the commonwealth
5 not less than thirty days before any state election,
6 the secretary shall cause to be printed upon the
7 official ballot to be used in said city or town at
8 such state election the following question;
9 “Shall an act passed in the year nineteen hundred

10 and nineteen, to provide for the two-platoon
11 system in the fire departments of the cities and
12 towns of the commonwealth be accepted?”
13 If a majority of the votes cast on said question
14 in any city or town are in the affirmative, this
15 act shall take effect in such city or town ninety
16 days thereafter, but so much thereof as author-
-17 izes, its submission to the voters of the various
18 cities and towns shall take effect ninety days
19 after its passage.


