
No. 417SENATE
To accompany the petition of Samuel B. Finkel that the time be

extended during which certain privileges and immunitiesconferred upon
persons in the military or naval service of the United States may be
enjoyed. Reconstruction.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To extend the Period during which Suits against

Soldiers, Sailors or Marines shall be continued.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of the follow-
-2 ing act under article XLVIII of the amendments
3 to the constitution would largely defeat its
4 purpose, accordingly the act is declared to be
5 an emergency law, as necessary to the preserva-
-6 tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred and forty-
-2 two of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
3 seventeen is hereby amended by striking xit
4 section eighteen and substituting the following:—
5 Section 18. When judgment shall have been
6 rendered upon the default of any defendant
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7 absent from the commonwealth in the military
8 or naval service of the United States as afore-
-9 said, such defendant may, within six months

10 after his discharge or release from that service,
11 or after the termination of the war, as of right
12 and without any petition therefor, take a writ of
13 review out of the court in which the judgmentwas
14 rendered, in manner and form as provided by
15 law.

1 Section 2. Said chapter three hundred and
2 forty-two is hereby farther amended by striking
3 out section nineteen, and substituting the follow-
-4 ing: Section 19. Whenever in any suit it shall
5 be made to appear that any defendant is absent
6 from the commonwealth in the military or naval
7 service of the United States, as aforesaid, or that
8 not more than six months have elapsed since his
9 discharge or release from said service, the court

10 may in its discretion, order the suit to be con-
-11 tinued as to such defendant without costs to
12 either party; and if in such suit any person be
13 summoned as trustee of such defendant, so absent
14 as aforesaid, or a person summoned in any suit
15 as trustee be so absent as aforesaid, the court
16 may also in its discretion suspend the pro-

-17 ceedings against such alleged trustee without
18 costs to either party; provided, that no such
19 continuance shall be allowed beyond the period

20 of six months after the discharge of such prin-
-21 cipal defendant or alleged trustee from the
22 service of the United States.


