
SENATE . . . .  No. 476

d i e  Com m ontocaltlj of agassaclmgetts:.

S e n a t e , April 22, 1919.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com
mitted the Senate Bill to provide for the preparation and 
distribution to the voters of arguments for and against 
measures to be submitted to the people under the forty- 
eighth article of amendment to the Constitution (Senate, 
No. 377), report recommending that the same ought to pass 
in a new draft, herewith submitted (Senate, No. 476).

For the committee,

GEORGE B. CHURCHILL.



Cijc Com inontoealtl) of M assachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen

AN ACT
To provide for the Preparation and Distribution 

to the Voters of Arguments relative to Measures 
submitted under the Initiative and Referendum.
B e it enacted by the Senate and H ouse of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follow s:

1 Se c t io n  1. The election commissioners in

2 the city of Boston at least twenty-four days, and
3 the registrars of voters in every other city and
4 town at least sixty days before the annual state
5 election, shall cause to be sent to the secretary
6 of the commonwealth mailing lists of the voters
7 whose names appear on the latest revised voting
8 lists of their respective cities and towns, and
9 shall promptly furnish the secretary with sub-

10 sequent additions to and corrections in said
11 mailing lists. The secretary of the common-
12 wealth shall cause to be printed in type of a size
13 not less than ten-point and sent to each person 

,14 whose name appears upon such lists, with copies
15 of the measures to which they refer, arguments
16 for and against measures to be submitted to the



17 people under the provisions of the forty-eighth
18 article of the amendments to the constitution,
19 provided such arguments are filed with him as
20 hereinafter provided.

1 Se c t io n  2. The first ten signers of an initia-
2 tive or referendum petition, or a majority of
3 them, may prepare and file with the secretary
4 of the commonwealth, not later than ten days
5 after the petition is completed and filed with
6 the secretary in case of a law, and not later than
7 ten days after final legislative action and cer-
8 tifieation to the secretary in case of a constitu-
9 tional amendment, a written argument, containing

10 not more than five hundred words. If such
11 written argument is filed with the secretary he
12 shall cause to be prepared by a registered voter
13 of the commonwealth and filed with him, within
14 such time as he may designate, a contrary written
15 argument of the same maximum length. All
16 arguments hied with the secretary under the
17 provisions of this act shall be open to public
18 inspection.
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