
Mr. Weston gives notice that he shall move that this bill be substi-
tutedby amendment for the Resolutions ratifying the proposed Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States relative to extending the
right of suffrage to women (Senate, No. 609).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To Ascertain the Opinion of the People of the

Commonwealth as to the Ratification of the
Amendment to the Federal Constitution granting
the Suffrage to Women.

Emergency Preamble

1 Whereas, The provisions of this act cannot be
2 effectuated unless the necessary arrangements
3 are begun before the expiration of ninety days
4 following its passage, therefore it is hereby
5 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
6 the immediate preservation of the public con-
-7 venience.

SENATE .... No. 611

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:



SUFFRAGE TO WOMEN. [June,9

Section 1. For the purpose of ascertaining
the opinion of the people of the commonwealth
as to the expediency of ratifying the proposed
amendment to the federal constitution granting
the suffrage to women, submitted by the congress
of the United States to the several states for
their ratification, there shall be placed upon the
ballot to be used at the state election for the
current year the following question: Should
the proposed nineteenth amendment to the federal
constitution granting the suffrage to women he
ratified by the general court of Massachusetts?
The votes upon said question shall be received,
sorted, counted, declared and transmitted to the
secretary of the commonwealth, laid before the
governor and council, and by them opened and
examined, in accordance with the laws relating
to votes for state officers so far as they are ap-
plicable, and the governor shall thereupon com-
municate to the general court the total number of
votes cast in the affirmative and in the negative,
and likewise said totals arranged by senatorial
and representative districts.
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1 Section 2. Women qualified to be registered
2 to vote for school committee in the several cities
3 and towns shall be entitled to vote on the question
4 submitted under the preceding section. The
5 boards of registrars of voters in the several cities
6 and towns, or other officers discharging their
7 functions, and in Boston, the election commis-
-8 sioners, shall register women entitled to vote
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9 hereunder at the same times and places as male
10 voters are entitled to register for the state election,
11 and shall make separate lists of women so regis-
-12 tered. The secretary of the commonwealth shall
13 prepare a special ballot for the use of such women
14 voters, and shall transmit such special ballots to
15 the election officers in the several cities and
16 towns, together with the usual ballots for use at
17 the said election.

1 Section 3. The ballots of women registered
2 and entitled to vote under the provisions of this
3 act shall be cast, checked and counted in the
4 same manner as all other votes cast at said
5 election, and all laws relating to elections, so far
6 as applicable, shall apply thereto.

2 passage
1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its




