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Cfjc CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts;.

AN ACT
Relative to the Housing of the People in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. This act shall be known as the Boston
2 housing law and shall apply to the city of Boston.

1 Section 2. Certain words in this act are defined for
2 the purposes thereof as follows: Words used in the

present tense include the future; words in the masculine
4 gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular
5 number includes the plural and the plural the singular;
6 the word “person” includes a corporation as well as a
7 natural person.

Dwelling.
8 (1) A “dwelling” is any house or building or portion
9 thereof which is occupied, or intended to be occupied, in

10 whole or in part as the home, residence or sleeping place
11 of one or more human beings, either permanently or
12 transiently, provided, however, that clubhouses, convents,
13 asylums, hospitals and any hotel in which there are

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

Part I. Definitions.
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14 more than thirty sleeping rooms, a public dining room
15 for accommodation for at least thirty guests and a gen-
-16 eral kitchen shall not be deemed dwellings within the
17 meaning of this act.

18 (2) An existing dwelling is any building erected as

19 such or converted to such use or altered for such use
20 or so used before the passage of this act, and any
21 building adapted for such use, provided that a permit
22 was issued for the erection of said building before the
23 passage of this act.

24 (3) For the purpose of this act dwellings are divided
25 into the following classes: (a) “private dwellings”, (b)
26 “two-family dwellings”, and (c) “multiple dwellings”:
27 (a) A “private dwelling” is a dwelling occupied by
28 but one family alone.
29 (b) A “two-family dwelling” is a dwelling occupied
30 by but two families living independently of each other.
31 (c) A “multiple dwelling” is a dwelling occupied
32 otherwise than as a private dwelling or two-family
33 dwelling.

34 (4) All multiple dwellings are dwellings and for the
35 purposes of this act are divided into two classes, viz.,
36 Class A and Class B:
37 Class A. Multiple dwellings of Class A are dwellings
38 which are occupied more or less permanently for resi-
-39 dence purposes by several families and in which the
40 rooms are occupied in apartments, suites or groups.
41 This class includes tenement houses, flats, apartment

Existing Dwelling.

Classes of Dwellings.

Classes of Multiple Divellings
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42 houses, apartment hotels, bachelor apartments, studio
43 apartments, duplex apartments, kitchenette apartments,
44 and all other dwellings similarly occupied whether
45 specifically enumerated herein or not.
46 Class B. Multiple dwellings of Class B are dwellings
47 which are occupied, as a rule transiently, as the more or
48 less temporary abiding place of individuals who are
49 lodged with or without meals, and in which as a rule
50 the rooms are occupied singly. This class includes
51 lodging houses, boarding houses, furnished-room houses,
52 lodgings, dormitories, and all other dwellings similarly
53 occupied whether specifically enumerated herein or not.

Repairs
54 (5) Repairs means any renewal of any existing
55 part of a building, or of its fixtures or appurtenances,
56 which does not lessen the strength of the building.

57 (6) A “family” is a group of persons living together,
58 whether related to each other by birth or not, and may
59 consist of one or more persons.

60 (7) An “apartment” is a room, or suite of two or
61 more rooms, occupied or suitable for occupation as a
62 residence for one family.

63 (8) In cases of mixed occupancy where a building is
64 occupied in part as a dwelling, the part so occupied and
65 the portions giving necessary access thereto shall be

Family.

Apartment.

Mixed Occupancy.
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66 deemed a dwelling for the purposes of this act and shall
67 comply with the provisions thereof relative to dwellings.

68 (9) A “rear yard” is an open unoccupied space on the
69 same lot with a dwelling between the extreme rear line
70 of the house and the extreme rear line of the lot. A
71 “front yard” is an open unoccupied space between the
72 front line of the house and the front line of the lot. A
73 “side yard” is an open unoccupied space between the
74 side line of the house and the side line of the lot extend-
-75 ing from the street or front yard to the rear yard.

76 (10) A “court” 's an open unoccupied space, other
77 than a yard, on the same lot with a dwelling. An
78 “inner court” is a Court not extending to a street, or
79 alley, or open passageway, or yard. An “outer court” is
80 a court extending to a street, or alley, or open passage-
-81 way, or yard.

1 ent Shafts, Intakes.
82 (11) A “vent shaft” is an enclosed space within a
83 building extending to the roof and covered by a venti-
-84 lating skylight having openings of an aggregate area not
85 less than one half the area of the vent shaft.
86 An “intake” is a passageway connecting an inner
87 court or vent shaft with a street, or alley, or open
88 passageway, or outer court or yard.

89 (12) The “first story” of a dwelling shall be deemed
90 to be the lowest story the ceiling of which is mostly or
91 wholly six feet or more above both the level of the street

Yards.

Courts.

First Story.
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92 and the level of the adjacent ground. In determining the
93 height of any dwelling by stories, the stories thereof be-
-94 ginning with such first story shall be numbered upward.

Lots, Corner Lots, Interior Lots.
95 (13) A “lot” is a plot of ground including the land
96 covered by the dwelling and the land adjacent to the
97 dwelling which is devoted exclusively to the purposes of
98 such dwelling.
99 A “corner lot” is a lot situated at an interior angle of

100 less than one hundred and twenty degrees formed by
101 the intersection of two streets or by the junction of two
102 streets or portions of one street. Any portion of the
103 width of the front of such lot distant more than seventy-
-104 five feet and any portion of the depth of such lot distant
105 more than one hundred feet from such an intersection
106 or junction shall not be regarded as a part of a corner
107 lot, but shall be subject to the provisions of this act
108 respecting interior lots.
109 An “interior lot” is any other lot than a corner lot

Front, Rear, and Depth of Lot.
110 (14) The “front of a lot” is that boundary line which
111 borders on the street. In the case of a corner lot the
112 owner may elect by statement on his plans either street
113 boundary line as the front.
114 The “rear of a lot” is the side opposite to the front.
115 In the case of a corner lot with streets on three sides,
116 the rear shall be the side not bordering on a street. In
117 the case of a triangular or irregular-shaped lot bordering
118 on two streets at their junction or intersection, the rear
119 shall be the side opposite the front selected by the
120 owner. In the case of a lot bordering only on streets
121 the owner shall select the front and rear.
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122 The “depth of a lot” is the dimension measured from
123 the front of the lot to the extreme rear line of the lot.
124 In the case of irregular-shaped lots the mean depth shall
125 be taken.

Public Hall.

126 (15) A “public hall” is a hall, corridor or passageway,
127 stair hall or entrance hall, not within the exclusive
128 control of one family.

Stair Hall.

129 (16) A “stair hall” is that part of a public hall
130 which includes the stairs, stair landings, and those por-
-131 tions of the building through which it is necessary to
132 pass in going between the entrance floor and the roof.

Entrance Hall.

133 (17) An “entrance hall” is that part of a public hall
134 which connects an entrance with a stair hall.

Basement.
135 (18) A “basement” is that part of a dwelling partly
136 underground having not less than sixty per cent of its
137 height above the level of the street, and also having sixty
138 per cent of its height in every part above the level of the
139 adjacent ground.

Cellar.
140 (19) A “cellar” is that part of a dwelling having more
141 than forty per cent of all its height below the level of
142 the street, or more than forty per cent of its height in
143 every part below the highest level of the adjacent
144 ground.
145 If any part of the dwelling is in that part the equiva-



CITY OF BOSTON. [July,8

146 lent of a basement or cellar, the provisions of this act
147 relative to basements and cellars shall apply to such
148 part of said dwelling.

4 leave

149 (20) An “alcove” is any part of a room partitioned
150 off by fixed or movable partitions of any material, by
151 curtains or portieres or by other contrivance or device,
152 and intended or designed to be used for living purposes.

153 (21) In the case of private dwellings and two-family
154 dwellings an “attic” in a sloping roof shall not be
155 counted as a story; in the case of multiple dwellings an
156 attic shall be counted as a story.

Height.

157 (22) The “height” of a dwelling is the perpendicular
158 distance measured in a straight line from the street
159 level, or from the finished grade line of the lot where
160 such grade is higher than the street, to the mean height
161 above the eaves of any sloping roof, and to the highest
162 point of the roof beams in the case of flat roofs, not in-
-163 eluding in such height roof houses and other usual or
164 necessary constructions above the roof line; except,
165 however, that in the case of flat roofs a parapet exceed-
-166 ing three feet in height shall be considered a part of the
167 height of the building, the measurements in all cases to
168 be taken through the centre of the street front of the
169 house. Where a building is on a corner lot and there is
170 more than one grade or street level, the measurements
171 shall be taken through the centre of the front on the
172 street having the lowest elevation.

Attic.
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Street Grade.

173 (23) The “street grade” is the established grade of a
174 street in front of the dwelling measured at the centre of
175 such front. Where no grade has been established the
176 board of street commissioners shall establish such street
177 grade or its equivalent for the purposes of this act.

Occupied Spaces.

178 (24) Porches, platforms except those on the first story
179 when the basement is not occupied or designed or in-
-180 tended to be occupied for habitation, outside stairways,
181 or steps if enclosed, shall be considered as part of the
182 dwelling and not as part of the yard or courts or unoc-
-183 cupied areas.
184 When a cornice projects more than eighteen inches
185 into an outer court or side yard that portion in excess of
186 eighteen inches shall be considered as a part of the
187 dwelling. A cornice which projects into an inner court

188 shall be considered part of the dwelling.

Construction: First, Second, Third Class.
189 (25) A dwelling of “first class construction” shall
190 consist of fireproof material throughout, with floors con-
-191 structed of iron, steel or reinforced concrete beams,
192 filled in between with terra-cotta or other masonry
193 arches or with concrete or reinforced concrete slabs;
194 wood may be used only for under and upper floors,
195 windows and door frames, sashes, doors, interior finish,

196 hand rails for stairs, nece
197 cement, and for isolated
198 There shall be no air space

sary sleepers bedded in the
furrings bedded in mortar,
between the top of any floor

199 arches and the floor boarding

200 A dwelling of “second class construction” is one not
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201 of the first class, the external and party walls of which
202 are of brick, stone, iron, steel, concrete, re-enforced con-
-203 crete, concrete blocks or other equally substantial and
204 fireproof material.
205 A dwelling of “third class construction” is one of
206 wooden frame.
207 A dwelling of “composite construction” is one partly
208 of second class and partly of third class construction.
209 Composite dwellings may be built under the same re-
-210 strictions as, and need comply only with the require-
-211 ments for, third class dwellings as to fire protection and
212 exterior finish.

Nuisance.

213 (26) The word “nuisance” shall be held to embrace
214 public nuisance as known at common law or in equity
215 jurisprudence.

Construction of Certain Words.
216 (27) The word “shall” is always mandatory and not

217 directory, and denotes that the dwelling shall be main-
-218 tained in all respects according to the mandate as long as
219 it continues to be a dwelling.
220 Wherever the words “occupied” or “used” are em-
-221 ployed in this act, such words shall be construed as if
222 followed by the words “or is intended, arranged, de-
-223 signed, built, altered, converted to, rented, leased, let or
224 hired out, to be occupied or used.” Wherever the
225 words “dwelling”, “two-family dwelling”, “multiple
226 dwelling”, “building”, “house”, “premises” or “lot”
227 are used in this act, they shall be construed as if
228 followed by the words “or any part thereof.” Wherever
229 the word “street” is used in this act it shall be con-
-230 strued as including any public alley or way dedicated to
231 public use and not less than fifteen feet in width.
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232 Approved fireproof material” means approved by
233 the building commissioner.

Dwellings Damaged.

1 Section 3. If an existing dwelling be damaged by
2 fire or other cause to the extent of not more than one
3 half of its value, exclusive of the value of the founda-

-4 tions, such dwelling may be repaired or restored sub-
-5 stantially to the same condition it was in prior to said
6 damage. If damaged to the extent of more than one

7 half of such value, it shall not be repaired or restored
8 except in conformity with the provisions of this act
9 relative to dwellings hereafter erected.

Sewer Connections and Water Supply.
1 Section 4. Except as otherwise provided, the provi-

-2 sions of this act with reference to sewer connections and
3 water supply shall be deemed to apply only where con-
-4 nection with a public sewer or with public water mains
sis or becomes reasonably accessible. The reasonableness
6 of the accessibility shall be decided by the health com-
7 nussioner.

Time for Compliance.
1 Section 5. All improvements specifically required by
2 this act upon dwellings erected prior to the date of its
3 passage shall be made within six months from the date of
4 notice from the building commissioner or the health
5 commissioner.
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Part 11. Dwellings Hereafter Erected,

TITLE I. LIGHT AND VENTILATION,

Height.
1 Section 6. No dwelling or part thereof shall be of
2 a height exceeding one and one half times the width of
3 the widest street on which such dwelling stands;
4 but any dwelling upon a street less than twenty-five
5 feet wide accepted prior to the passage of this act
6 may be of a height not exceeding thirty-six feet.
7 If the street is of uneven width, the height of the dwelling
8 shall be determined by the average width of the part of
9 the street opposite the dwelling. If a dwelling is set back

10 from the front line of the lot it may be built to an addi-
-11 tional height of one and one half times the depth of the
12 set-back. In any building where there are below
13 the stories occupied or intended to be occupied as
14 dwellings stories not so occupied nor intended to be
15 so occupied the height of such stories shall not be
16 included within the limitations of this section: provided,
17 that no such building may be erected to a greater height
18 than is now or may hereafter be allowed for buildings
19 in general, and provided, further, that the stories not
20 occupied or intended to be occupied as dwellings shall
21 be of first class construction.

Rear Yards.

1 Section 7. Immediately behind every dwelling here-
-2 after erected, there shall be a rear yard extending across
3 the entire width of the lot; provided, however, that a
4 structure not exceeding ten feet in height for the storage
5 of fuel, ice, and other such articles to be used in or
6 about said dwelling may be erected or placed in said
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7 yard under a written permit from the building com-
-8 missioner. Such yards shall be at every point open
9 and unobstructed from the ground to the sky, except

10 by fire escapes or unenclosed outside stairs or by outside
11 porches of dwellings of third class construction. Every
12 part of such yard shall be directly accessible from
13 every other part thereof. The depth of said yard shall
14 be measured at right angles from the rear lot line to the
15 extreme rear part of the dwelling, except that where
16 there is a street in the rear of the lot the depth of the
17 yard may be measured from the middle of said street.
18 (a) In the case of corner lots no rear yard shall be
19 less than twelve feet in depth.
20 (b) In the case of corner lots with streets on three
21 sides the rear yard need not extend across the full width
22 of the lot, but only to its median line.
23 (c) In the case of interior lots no rear yard shall be
24 less than fifteen feet in depth.
25 If the dwelling exceeds three stories in height, the
26 horizontal distance of the rear wall of any story above
27 the third story from the rear lot line, or from the middle
28 of the street in case there is a street at the rear of the
29 lot, shall increase three feet for each story or portion
30 thereof above the third story.
31 Whenever a dwelling is hereafter erected on a lot
32 which runs through from street to street, and said lot
33 is one hundred and fifty feet or more in depth, said yard
34 space shall be left approximately midway between the
35 two streets and shall extend across the entire width of
36 the lot, and shall be not less than thirty feet in depth
37 from wall to wall, and shall be increased in depth at
38 least three feet for every additional story or portion
39 thereof above the third story; said yard space may
40 extend from the second floor upwards.
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No rear yard shall be required behind a dwellng here-
after erected upon a lot which abuts at the rear upon a
cemetery or public park; or upon a lot entirely sur-
rounded by streets, or by streets and a cemetery, or a
public park.14

Side Yards
Section 8. No side yard is required for dwellings

hereafter erected, but they may be built up to the
lot line. If, however, any side yard is left, it shall
be at every point open and unobstructed from the
second story upward for at least the minimum width
hereinafter prescribed, and its width shall be propor-
tionate to the height of the dwelling and no side yard
shall be less in width in any part than as follows:

1
9

4
5

6

i

S

The minimum width of a side yard, measured to the
side lot line, for a three-story dwelling or lower shall be
five feet; and shall increase two feet for each additional

9

10

11
story above three storie:12

Any open space extending from the front to the rear
of a building, not conforming to the above minimum
requirements as to width, shall be deemed not a side
yard, but a passageway and shall be not less in width
in any part than three feet. Windows of rooms used
for living or sleeping purposes in dwellings hereafter
erected may open on a passageway, as defined above,
only if they are supplemental to other windows which
conform to the provisions of section fifteen.

13
14

15
16

17
18

19
20

21
If a passageway of less than five feet in width is left,

all openings in walls bordering thereon must be filled
with wire glass or fire doors in metal sash or frames and
in case of dwellings of third class construction the side
wall next to such passageway or built up to the lot
line must be of masonry.

99

23
24
25

26
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Courts.

1 Section 9. The sizes of all courts in dwellings here-
-2 after erected shall be proportionate to the height of the
3 dwellings. The minimum dimension of an inner court

4 not on the lot line for a three-story dwelling or lower
5 shall be eight feet; for a four-story dwelling, nine feet;
6 a five-story dwelling, eleven feet; and shall increase two
7 feet for each additional story above five stories.
8 The minimum area for an inner court not on the lot
9 line shall be for a three-story dwelling, ninety-six square

10 feet; for a four-story dwelling, one hundred and eight
11 square feet; for a five story dwelling, one hundred and
12 thirty-two square feet; for six stories, one hundred and
13 sixty-nine square feet; and for seven stories, and up-
-14 wards, the square of the least dimension.
15 The minimum dimension for an inner court on the lot
16 line shall be, for a five-story dwelling or lower, eight feet,
17 and its area one hundred and thirty-two feet; for a six-

-18 story dwelling, nine feet, and its area one hundred and
19 fifty-two square feet; and for seven stories and upwards
20 the minimum width shall increase one foot for each
21 story, and the -area shall be not less than twice the
22 square of the least dimension. The greater dimension of
23 a lot line court shall be the
24 lot line.

measurement parallel to the

25 The minimum dimension for outer courts not on the
26 lot line shall be the same as those of inner courts afore-
-27 said; provided, that these minimum dimensions shall not
28 apply in the case of an outer court the depth of which is
29 not greater than its width. The depths of such courts
30 shall never be more than four times their width.
31 The width of all courts adjoining a lot line shall be
32 measured to the lot line and not to an opposite building.
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33 The minimum width for outer courts on the lot line
34 shall be, for a dwelling not exceeding five stories, six
35 feet; for each story above five, one foot additional.
36 The depths of such courts shall never be more than
37 four times their width.

Courts Open at Top.
1 Section 10. No court of a multiple dwelling here-
-2 after erected shall be covered by a roof or skylight.
3 Every such court shall be at every point open from the
4 ground to the sky unobstructed, except that in the case
5 of multiple-dwellings, where there are stores or shops on
6 the entrance story, courts may start at the top of such
7 entrance story.

Intakes

1 Section 11. Every inner court or vent shaft in a
2 multiple-dwelling hereafter erected shall be provided
3 with a horizontal intake at the bottom. Such intakes,
4 in vent shafts, shall be not less than four square feet
5 in area, so arranged as to be easily cleaned. In inner

be not less than three feet
and shall have at least two

6 courts such intakes shall
7 wide and seven feet high, a
8 openings with grille doors,
9 each containing not less t

10 unobstructed openings, one a
11 other at the street or yard.

if doors are provided, and
than fifteen square feet of
at the inner court and the

Vent Shafts.
1 Section 12. Vent shafts shall be not less than fifteen
2 square feet in area, nor less than three feet in the least
3 horizontal dimension.
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Angles in Courts.
1 Section 13. Nothing contained in the foregoing sec-
-2 tions concerning courts shall be construed as preventing
3 the cutting off of the corners of said courts, provided
4 that the running length of the wail across the angles of
5 such corner does not exceed six feet. Such construction
6 shall not diminish the minimum area hereinbefore re-
-7 quired for said courts.

1 Section 14. No building hereafter erected, converted
2 or placed, shall be used as a multiple-dwelling unless
3 such building faces on a public street or has the use of
4 a way or place not less than forty feet wide leading to a

5 public street.
6 If any building is hereafter erected in the rear of a
7 dwelling its height shall not be greater than one and one
8 half times the distance between the two buildings.
9 No building of any kind shall be hereafter placed upon

10 the same lot with a dwelling or be enlarged or altered so
11 as to decrease the minimum sizes of such spaces as this
12 act requires to be left open.

Rooms ■— Liqht and I entilation
1 Section 15. In every dwelling hereafter erected
2 every room except water-closet compartments, kitchen-
3 ettes and pantries, shall have windows opening directly
4 upon a street not less than fifteen feet wide, or upon a
5 yard or court of the dimensions specified in this act and
6 located on the same lot, or upon a cemetery or public
7 park: •provided, however, that not more than one half of
8 all the rooms adapted for living or sleeping purposes on
9 any story of a dwelling shall open solely upon an inner

Buildings on Same Lot icith a Dwelling.
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10 court and that no rooms for living or sleeping purposes
11 shall open solely upon such inner court unless such rooms
12 form a part of a self-contained apartment having an ex-
-13 posure upon a street or upon a rear yard of the dimen-
-14 sions specified in this act.
15 The above restrictions shall, however, not apply to
16 inner courts whose least dimension is twenty feet, for
17 a dwelling of three stories in height or under, and which
18 courts increase five feet for each story above three.
19 This provision shall not apply to rooms used as art
20 galleries, assembly or ball rooms, swimming pools, gym-
-21 nasiums, squash courts or for similar purposes, or to
22 rooms in lodging houses not used for sleeping purposes,
23 provided such rooms are lighted and ventilated by venti-
-24 lating skylights in the roof thereof, or otherwise to the

3 satisfaction of the building commissioner.
26 The total window area in each room of a multiple-
-27 dwelling of Class A shall be at least one seventh of the
28 superficial floor area of the room, and every window
29 shall be made so as to open in all its parts. The top of
30 at least one window in each room shall be not less than
31 eight feet above the floor.

Rooms Size.

1 Section 16. In every multiple-dwelling hereafter
2 erected all rooms, except water-closet compartments,
3 bathrooms, kitchenettes and pantries, shall be of the
4 following minimum sizes: Every room shall contain at
5 least ninety square feet of floor area; no room shall be
6 in any part less than seven feet wide. In multiple-
-7 dwellings of Class A in each apartment, group or suite,
S containing three or more rooms, there shall be at least
9 one room containing not less than one hundred and fifty

10 square feet of floor area.
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11 Every room used or adapted to be used for cooking
12 purposes, either by coal, gas, oil or electric stoves, in
13 every multiple-dwelling hereafter erected, remodelled or
14 enlarged, shall be of an area not less than sixty-four
15 square feet, with a least dimension of not less than
16 seven feet or of an area not exceeding thirty-six square
17 feet and a maximum dimension not exceeding six feet.
18 Every such room of an area not over thirty-six square
19 feet may open directly upon a vent shaft of the dimen-
-20 sions specified in this act, where there is no water-closet
21 compartment opening upon the same vent shaft.

Rooms Height.

1 Section 17. No room in a multiple-dwelling here-
-2 after erected shall be in any part less than eight and one
3 half feet high from the finished floor to the finished
4 ceiling; provided, that only one half of an attic room
5 need be seven and one half feet high.

Alcoves and Alcove Rooms.
1 Section 18. In every multiple-dwelling hereafter
2 erected, an alcove in any room shall be subject as to
3 area, light and ventilation to the same requirements as
4 have been provided for rooms.

Privacy.
1 Section 19. In every suite or apartment of three or
2 more rooms in a multiple-dwelling hereafter erected,
3 access to every living room and to every bedroom and to
4 at least one water-closet compartment shall be had
5 without passing through a bedroom.
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Water-closet Compartments and Bathrooms ■— Light mid Venti-
lation.

Section 20. In every dwelling hereafter erected,
every water-closet compartment and bathroom shall have
at least one window opening directly upon the street or
upon a cemetery or public park, or upon a vent shaft,
yard or court of the dimensions specified in this act,
and located on the same lot: provided, that a water-
closet compartment shall not open upon an inner court
of less than four hundred square feet in area. No such
window shall be less in size than three square feet be-
tween stop beads, and the aggregate area of windows for
each water-closet compartment shall be not less than six
square feet between stop beads. Every such window
shall be made so as to open in all its parts. When,
however, such water-closet compartment is located on
the top floor and is lighted and ventilated by a skylight
over it, no window shall be necessary, provided that the
roof of such skylight contains at least six square feet of
glazed surface and the ceiling light if any is arranged to
open in all its parts. Nothing in this section contained
shall be construed so as to prohibit a general toilet room
containing several water-closet compartments separated
from each other by dwarf partitions, provided such
toilet room is adequately lighted and ventilated to the
outer air as above provided, and that such water-
closets are supplemental to the water-closet accommoda-
tions required by the provisions of section twenty-five.

1
9

3
4
5

6

i

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
99

23
24

25
26

Public Halls Light and Ventilation.
1 Section 21. In everymultiple-dwelling hereafter erected

2 every public hall shall have at each story at least one

3 window opening directly upon the street, or upon a
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4 cemetery or public park, or upon a yard or court of the
5 dimensions specified in this act and located on the
6 same lot. Either such window shall be at the end of
7 said hall, with the plane of the window substantially at
8 right angles to the axis of the hall, or there shall be at
9 least one window opening as above prescribed in every

10 twenty feet in length or fraction thereof of the hall.
11 This provision shall not apply to that part of the en-
-12 trance hall between the entrance and the first flight of
13 stairs, but the entrance door shall be at right angles to
14 the hall and shall contain not less than five square feet
15 of glazed surface. Any part of a public hall which is
16 off-set or recessed or shut off or runs at an angle from
17 any other part of said hall for more than twenty feet of
IS length shall be deemed a separate hall within the meaning
19 of this section and shall be separately lighted and venti-
-20 lated. In multiple-dwellings hereafter erected, one at
21 least of the windows provided to light each public hall or
22 part thereof shall be at least two feet wide and three
23 feet high, measured between stop beads.

Stair Halls, Stair Wells Light and Ventilation.
1 Section 22. In every multiple-dwelling hereafter
2 erected the aggregate area of windows to light or venti-
-3 late stair halls for each story shall be at least six
4 square feet: provided, however, that when there shall be,
5 within the space enclosed by the stairway and its land-
-6 ings, from the second story upward, an open area for
7 light and ventilation whose least horizontal dimension
8 shall be equal to the width of the stairs, but in no case
9 less than forty inches, the windows in the stair hall may

10 be omitted. A sash door shall be deemed the equivalent
11 of a window in this and the foregoing section, provided
12 that such door contains the amount of glazed surface
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13 prescribed for such windows. 'Where there are no such
14 windows as are above described, there shall be in the
15 roof, directly over each stair well, in all multiple-
-16 dwellings hereafter erected, except dwellings of third-
-17 class construction for not more than three families and
18 completely isolated from all other buildings, a ventilat-
-19 ing skylight provided with ridge ventilators, having a
20 minimum opening of forty square inches, or else such
21 skylights shall be provided with fixed or movable
22 louvres. The glazed roof of the skylight shall not be
23 less than twenty square feet in area for a three-story
24 building or less; and shall be increased by five square
25 feet for every story above three stories.

Outside Porches.

1 Section 23. In dwellings hereafter erected, roofed-
-2 over outside porches which extend above the top of the
3 entrance story shall not where enclosed be erected out-
-4 side of and adjoining windows required by this act for
5 the lighting or ventilation of rooms or halls; they
6 may, however, open from windows supplementary to
7 those required by law, provided they do not diminish
8 the legal light or ventilation of such rooms. The term
9 "outside porches” shall include outside platforms,

10 balconies and stairways. All such outside porches,
11 except as otherwise provided in subdivision twenty-

-12 four of section two, shall be considered as part of the
13 building and not as part of the yards or courts or other
14 unoccupied area.

TITLE 11. SANITATION.

Cellar Rooms.

1 Section 24. In dwellings hereafter erected no room
2 in the cellar shall be occupied for living purposes.
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Water-closet Accommodations.
1 Section 25. In every dwelling hereafter erected there
2 shall be at least one water-closet. Every such water-
3 closet shall be placed in a compartment completely sep-
-4 arated from every other water-closet; such compart-
5 ment shall be not less than three feet wide, and shall be
6 enclosed with partitions which shall extend to the ceiling
7 and which shall be completely surfaced so as to be non-
8 absorbent. No drip trays shall be permitted on any
9 water-closet. No water-closet fixture shall be enclosed

10 with any woodwork. No water-closet shall be placed
11 out of doors. No water-closet shall be placed in a
12 cellar without a written permit from the health com-
-13 missioner. Nothing in this section contained shall be
14 construed so as to prohibit a general toilet room con-
-15 taining several water-closet compartments separated
16 from each other by dwarf partitions, provided such
17 water-closets are supplemental to the water-closet ac-
-18 commodations required above.
19 In two-family or multiple-dwellings of Class A here-
-20 after erected there shall be for each family a separate
21 water-closet constructed and arranged as above provided
99 QTuI moo fori li'i+hiri nnoli nnn 4- „i?22 and located within each apartment, suite or group of
/I "f r* rnAro r>r\r\ rvi o Tmi. 1 hil . . I)23 two or more rooms. In multiple-dwellings of Class B
24 hereafter erected there shall be provided at least one
25 water-closet for every fifteen occupants or fraction
26 thereof.
27 Every water-closet compartment hereafter placed in
28 any dwelling shall be provided with proper means of
29 lighting the same at night. In multiple-dwellings here-
-30 after erected, except dwellings completely isolated and
31 for not more than three families, the floor of every such
32 water-closet compartment shall be made waterproof with
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33 asphalt, tile, stone, terrazzo, cement waterproofed or
34 some other non-absorbent waterproof material; and such

15 waterproofing shall extend at least six inches above the
16 floor so that the said floor can be washed or flushed out

37 without leaking.

Cellars, Waterproofing and Lighting.
1 Section 26. Every multiple-dwelling of second or

third class construction hereafter erected shall have a

3 basement, cellar or excavated space under the entire
4 entrance floor, at least three feet in depth. Such space
5 shall in all cases be enclosed but provided with ample
6 ventilation and properly drained. Every dwelling here-
-7 after erected shall have all walls below the ground level
8 and the cellar or lowest floor waterproof if the nature of
9 the soil requires it. All cellars and basements in dwell-

-10 ings hereafter erected shall at the time of construction be
11 lighted and ventilated to the satisfaction of the building
12 commissioner.

Drainage of Courts and Yards.
1 Section In every multiple-dwelling hereafter
2 erected all courts, areas, intakes and yards shall at the
3 time of construction be properly graded, drained and
4 paved or otherwise surfaced to the satisfaction of the
5 building commissioner.

Water Supply.
1 Section 28. In every dwelling hereafter erected
2 there shall be a proper sink or wash-bowl with running
3 water, exclusive of any sink in the cellar. In two-family
4 dwellings and in multiple-dwellings of Class A there shall
5 be such a sink or wash-bowl in each apartment, suite or
6 group of rooms.



SENATE — No. 643.1919.] 25

Server Connection.
1 Section 29. No multiple-dwelling shall hereafter be
2 erected on any street unless there is city water supply
3 accessible thereto nor unless there is a public sewer in
4 such street or a private sewer connecting directly with
5 a public sewer, and every such dwelling shall have its
6 plumbing system connected with the city water supply.
7 In case of private dwellings, or multiple-dwellings for
8 not more than three families, where no public or private
9 sewer is accessible, a cesspool located and constructed

10 satisfactory to the health commissioner may be allowed.

TITLE 111. FIRE PROTECTION.

Construction Requirements.
1 Section 30. Every multiple-dwelling hereafter erected
2 covering more than three thousand five hundred square
3 feet, or more than five stories in height, shall be of first-
-4 class construction, and every building altered and en-
-5 larged and occupied or to be occupied as a multiple-
-6 dwelling to be in excess of sixty feet in height or in
7 excess of three thousand five hundred square feet in
8 superficial area, or in excess of five stories in height,
9 shall be of first-class construction.

10 Multiple-dwellings hereafter erected five stories in
11 height may be erected of second-class construction, but
12 no such dwelling shall exceed three thousand five hun-
-13 dred square feet in superficial area, or sixty feet in
14 height. The first floor and the basement and cellar
15 stories shall be of first-class construction, and any stair-
-16 way leading from the first floor to the basement or from
17 the basement to the cellar shall be enclosed in masonry
18 walls not less than eight inches thick or with two-inch
19 solid metal and plaster partition, with self-closing fire-
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proof doors at the top and bottom of the stairway. The
first story or basement, or both the first story and base-
ment, in such dwellings so constructed, remodelled or
enlarged may be used for mercantile purposes.

Means of Egress.
Section 31. In all multiple-dwellings of Class A

hereafter erected every suite above the first floor shall
have direct access to at least two means of egress with-
out passing through or by one such egress to reach the
other. One of these means of egress shall be the front
entrance staircase.

9

4
0

6

All stairs shall be constructed with a rise of not more
than eight inches and with treads not less than nine
inches wide and not less than two feet six inches long
in the clear. Where winders are used all treads at a
point eighteen inches from the string on the well side
shall be at least ten inches wide. All stair landings
shall be at least two feet six inches wide in the clear. All
stairs shall be provided with proper railings.

/

N

9

10

11
12
13

14
In second and third class multiple-dwellings of Class

A hereafter erected not exceeding three stories in height,
the front entrance staircase shall have stairs and land-
ings not less than three feet wide in the clear, and may
be built of wood and may be enclosed with wooden stud
partitions: provided, that such partitions are covered on
both sides with metal lathing and cement plaster and
firestopped with masonry between floor joists over all
girders and bearing partition caps. The front entrance
staircase shall not extend below the entrance floor level.
The second means of egress from each suite shall have
stairs and landings not less than two feet six inches
wide in the clear, and shall be constructed and enclosed
as required for the front entrance staircase, except that
it may extend to the cellar or basement.

15
16

17
IS

19
20

21
99
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26
27
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29
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30 In multiple-dwellings of Class A hereafter erected
31 exceeding three stories in height, the front entrance
32 staircase shall have stairs and landings not less than
33 three feet wide in the clear, and shall be of incombustible
34 materials, except hand rails, and shall be enclosed with
35 brick or solid concrete, or concrete block walls not less
36 than eight inches thick, or with terra cotta or solid

gypsum blocks at least four inches thick and plastered
38 on both sides, or with solid partitions of metal lath and
39 cement plaster not less than two inches thick, or with
40 hollow partitions of metal studs with metal lath and
41 cement plaster on both sides with a total thickness, not
42 including clinches, of not less than three quarters of an
43 inch. The terra cotta, gypsum block, solid plaster or
44 hollow partitions shall be supported on a reinforced
45 concrete or steel frame. All doors opening into suites
46 shall have metal covered self-closing doors and metal or
47 metal-covered frames.
48 shall not extend below
49 second means of egres:
50 interior staircase with

The front entrance staircase
the entrance floor level. The
from each suite shall be an
stairs and landings not less

51 than two feet six inches wide in the clear, and constructed
52 and enclosed as required for the front entrance stair-
-53 case, except that it may extend to the cellar or base-
-54 ment, a fire tower, an exterior iron or steel fire escape,
oo or an exterior metal or masonry balcony connecting
56 with an adjoining building or with an adjoining part
57 of the same dwelling separated by a wall constructed
58 like a party wall.

Fire Towers, Exterior Fire Escapes and Exterior Balconies.
1 Section 32. A fire tower shall consist of metal or
2 masonry stairs and landings not less than three feet wide
3 in the clear, extending from the level of the ground to
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the roof. It shall open to the street or to a yard, court
or passageway giving access to a street. The staircase
shall be enclosed with brick or solid concrete, or concrete
block walls not less than eight inches thick, or with terra
cotta or solid gypsum blocks at least four inches thick
and plastered on both sides, or with solid partitions of
metal lath and cement plaster not less than two inches
thick, or with hollow partitions of metal studs with
metal lath and cement plaster on both sides with a total
thickness, not counting clinches, of not less than three
quarters of an inch. The terra cotta, gypsum block,
solid plaster and hollow partitions shall be supported on
a reinforced concrete or steel frame. The staircase may
be within or without the line of the main wall of the
dwelling, but there shall be no opening in any wall sep-
arating the staircase from the building, access being pro-
vided from every storv by an outside balcony of metal

28

9

10

11
12
13

14
15
1G
17
18
19
20

or masonry, or by a vestibule within the line of the main
wall of the dwelling, but open on at least one side. The
balcony or vestibule shall have a solid incombustible
floor. Access at the roof level may be directly from the
roof.

21
99

23

24
25

Exterior balconies shall connect with an adjoining
building or with an adjoining part of the same dwelling
separated by a wall constructed like a party wall, and
shall be of metal or masonry not less than two and a
half feet wide and with a railing not less than three feet
high.

26

27
28

29
30

31
Q9 Exterior fire escapes shall be built of metal gratings

with balconies not less than three feet four inches wide,
and with stairs not less than twenty inches wide and
with a pitch not exceeding sixty degrees to the horizontal
and with railings on balconies and stairs not less than
two feet ten inches high at all points.

34

35

36
6!
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Bulkheads and Scuttles.
1 Section 33. Every multiple-dwelling of Class A
2 hereafter erected with a flat roof shall give access from
3 each suite through a staircase by stairs or fixed ladder to
4 a scuttle or bulkhead in the roof. In such dwellings of
5 third-class construction such access to the roof may be
6 by a fixed ladder through a scuttle not less than two feet
7 by three feet, covered with metal. In such dwellings of
8 second-class construction such access to the roof shall be
9 by stairs with proper railing through a bulkhead not

10 less than eight feet high constructed of wood covered
11 with metal lath and cement plaster on the inside, and
12 with metal or metal lath and cement plaster on the out-
-13 side. The door shall be covered with metal on both
14 sides and set in a metal or metal-covered frame. In
15 such dwellings of first-class construction such access to
16 the roof shall be by stairs with proper railings through a
17 bulkhead not less than eight feet high of first-class
IS construction.

Entrance Halls.
1 Section 34. Every entrance hall in every multiple-
-2 dwelling of Class A hereafter erected shall be at least
3 three feet six inches wide in the clear, from the entrance
4 up to and including the stair inclosure, and beyond this
5 point at least three feet wide in the clear, and shall
6 comply with this act as to the construction of stair halls.
7 If such entrance hall is the only entrance to more than
8 one stairway, that portion of said hall between the en-
-9 trance and the stairway shall be increased at least eight-

-10 een inches in width in every part for each additional
11 stairway.
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Enclosure of Vent Shafts.
1 Section 35. In every multiple-dwelling hereafter
2 erected which is more than three stories in height, and
3 having more than eight suites, all vent shafts shall be
4 enclosed in the basement in masonry walls not less than
5 eight inches thick, or with two-inch solid metal and
6 plaster partitions, with a fireproof, self-closing door.
7 The skylights or roofs covering vent shaft shall be raised
8 at all points at least one foot above the top of the walls
9 enclosing such shafts.

Closets under Stairs

1 Section 36. In multiple-dwellings of second and
2 third class construction hereafter erected no closet of
3 any kind shall be constructed under any staircase, unless
4 such closet has its walls and ceiling plastered on metal
5 lath, its windows, if any, glazed with wire glass, and
6 its door covered on the inside with incombustible ma-
7 terial.

Cellar Ceilings.

1 Section 37. In multiple-dwellings of second or third
2 class construction hereafter erected, the cellar and base-
-3 ment ceilings shall be lathed with metal laths and plas-
-4 tered.

External and Party Walls
1 Section 38. Where multiple-dwellings of the second
2 and third class construction are built in blocks of two
3 or more there shall be between adjoining houses masonry
4 party walls built in accordance with chapter five hun-
-5 dred and fifty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
6 and seven and acts in amendment thereof. A dwelling
7 of third-class construction may be built to the side lot
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S line if protected by a masonry wall as provided in said
9 chapter five hundred and fifty.

11 ooden Multiple-Dwellings.
1 Section 39. Outside of the building limits, multiple-

-2 dwellings not exceeding three stories in height above the
3 basement, nor eighteen hundred square feet in area, may
4be erected of wood. No wooden multiple-dwelling shall
5 be altered or increased in height so as to exceed three
6 stories above the basement or cellar, or eighteen hun-
-7 dred square feet in area.

1 Section 40. Stair, elevator, and ventilating shafts
2 in all multiple-dwellings hereafter erected more than
3 three stories in height and having more than ten suites,
4 shall be provided with a system of automatic sprinklers
5 approved as to location, arrangement and efficiency by
6 the building commissioner. The building commissioner
7 may order the basement of any such multiple-dwelling
8 more than three stories in height and having more than
9 ten suites to be provided with a system of automatic

10 sprinklers approved by him as to location, arrangement
11 and efficiency.

Partitions Construction of.
1 Section 41. In all multiple-dwellings of the second
2 or third class construction hereafter erected all stud par-
-3 titions which rest directly over each other shall run
4 through the wooden floor beams and rest upon the cap
5 of the partition below', and shall have the studding filled
6 in solid between the uprights to the depth of the floor
7 beams with suitable materials.

Multiple-Dwelling Sprinklers.
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Buildings Converted or Altered.
1 Section 42. A building not a dwelling, if hereafter
2 converted or altered to such use, shall thereupon become
3 subject to all the provisions of this act relative to dwell-
-4 ings hereafter erected. A dwelling of one class, if here-
-5 after altered or converted to another class, shall there-
-6 upon become subject to all the provisions of this act
7 relative to such class.

Alterations and Change in Occupancy.

1 Section 43. No dwelling hereafter erected shall at
2 any time be altered so as to be in violation of any pro-
-3 vision of this act. No existing dwelling shall at any
4 time be altered so as to be. in violation of those provi-
-5 sions of this act applicable to such dwelling. If any
6 dwelling or any part thereof is occupied by more fam-
-7 ilies than provided in this act, or is erected, altered or
8 occupied contrary to law, such dwelling shall be deemed
9 an unlawful structure, and the health commissioner or

10 the building commissioner may cause such dwelling to

11 be vacated. And such dwelling shall not again be occu-
-12 pied until it or its occupation, as the case may be, has
13 been made to conform to the law.

Dwellings Moved,
1 Section 44. If any dwelling be hereafter moved from
2 one lot to another within the present building limits as

3 existing after July first, nineteen hundred and fourteen,
4 it shall thereupon be made to conform to all the provi-
-5 sions of this act relative to dwellings hereafter erected.

Part 111. Alterations.
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Alterations which produce a New Structure.
1 Section 45. If in the opinion of the building commis-
-2 sioner alterations proposed to be made in an existing
3 dwe ling are of such extent, when completed, as to pro-
-4 duce substantially a new structure or to impair the
5 stability or increase the fire risk of the structure as a
6 whole, then the dwelling shall be made to conform to
7 all provisions of this act for a new dwelling of the same
8 class.

Open Spaces.
1 Section 46. No building shall hereafter be erected,
2 enlarged or placed so as to reduce the spaces required
3 under any section of this act to be kept open and un-
-4 built on.

Height ,

1 Section 47. No dwelling shall be increased in height
2 so that the said dwelling shall exceed one and one half
3 times the width of the widest street on wdiich it abuts,
4 but any dwelling upon a street less than twentv-five
5 feet wide accepted prior to the passage of this act may
6 be increased to a height not exceeding thirty-six feet.

New Courts or Vent Shafts.
1 Section 48. Any court or vent shaft hereafter con-
-2 structed in an existing dwelling, used to light or venti-
-3 late rooms or water-closet compartments, shall be as
I provided for dwellings hereafter erected under )ii

5 nine and section twelve

Additional Rooms and Ilull

1 Section 49. Any additional room or hall that is
2 hereafter constructed or created in a multiple-dwelling
3 shall comply in all respects with the provisions of Part



[July,CITY OF BOSTON34

4 II of this act, except that it may be of the same height
5 as the other rooms on the same story of the dwelling.

Rooms and Halls Light and Ventilation.
1 Section 50. No dwelling shall be so altered or its
2 lot diminished that any room shall have its light or
3 ventilation diminished below the requirements of section
4 fifteen; or any hall below the requirements of sections
5 twenty-one and twenty-two.

Alcoves and Alcove Rooms

1 Section 51. No part of any room in a multiple-dwell-
-2 ing shall hereafter be enclosed or subdivided, wholly or
3 in part, by a curtain, portiere, fixed or movable parti-
-4 tion or other contrivance or device, unless every part
5 of the room so enclosed or subdivided shall conform to
6 the provisions of section eighteen.

Water-closet Accommodations.

1 Section 52. Every water-closet hereafter placed in
2 a multiple-dwelling, except one provided to replace a
3 defective or antiquated fixture in the same location,
4 or one provided as required by section seventy-six
5 shall comply with the provisions of this act relative to
6 water-closets in dwellings hereafter erected.

Roof Stairs

1 Section 53. No stairs leading to the roof in any
2 multiple-dwelling shall be removed or be replaced with
3 a ladder.

Bulkheads on Roofs.

1 Section 54. Every bulkhead on a roof hereafter con-
-2 structed in an existing multiple-dwelling shall be con-

-3 structed fireproof or covered with metal on the outside.
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Stairways.
1 Section 55. No public hall or stairs in a multiple-
-2 dwelling shall be reduced in width so as to be less than
3 the minimum width prescribed in sections thirty-one
4 and thirty-four.

Public Halls —• Artificial Lighting.
1 Section 56. In every multiple-dwelling for more than
2 three families, where the public halls and stairs are not,
3 in the opinion of the health commissioner, sufficiently
4 lighted, the owner of such dwellings shall keep a proper
5 light burning in the hallway near the stairs upon such
6 floors as may be necessary from sunrise to sunset.
7 In every such multiple-dwelling such proper light or
8 lights shall be kept burning by the owner in the public
9 hallways near the stairs every night from sunset to sun-

-10 rise throughout the year as shall be required by the
11 health commissioner.

Water-closets
1 Section 57. No water-
-2 the cellar of any multiple-

doset shall be maintained in
dwelling without a permit in
unmissioner, who shall havewriting from the health c

4 power to make rules and regulations governing the
5 maintenance of such closets. Under no circumstances
6 shall the general water-closet accommodations of any
I multiple-dwelling be permitted in the cellar or basement
8 thereof; this provision, however, shall not be construed
9 so as to prohibit a general toilet room containing several

10 water-closets, provided such water-closets arc supple-
-11 mentary to those required by law.

in Cellars.

Part IV. Maintenance.
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Basement and Cellar Rooms.

Section 58. No room in the cellar of any existing
dwelling shall be occupied for living purposes.

No room on any floor of any house or building now
existing, which floor is in whole or in part below the
highest point of the curb of a public street or way in
front of and within twenty-five feet of the outside wall,
and no room on any floor thereof, which floor is in
whole or in part below the highest point of the ground
adjacent to such building and within fifteen feet
thereof, shall be occupied for sleeping purposes unless
all of the following conditions are complied with:

4
o

6

8

9

10

11
(1) Such room shall on at least one side abut on an

outside wall of said building for a space of at least seven
feet.

12
13

14

(2) Such room shall have a window or windows open-
ing directly upon an open space not less than fifteen
feet square, and open from the ground to the sky with-
out obstruction; such window or windows shall have
a total area of not less than ten square feet and not less
than one eighth of the floor area of said room, and both
halves of the sash of each window shall be made to open
to their full width, and the top of each window shall be
within six inches of the ceiling.

15

16

17
18
19

20
21
99

9Q

(3) At least sixty per cent of the height of any such
room shall be above the level of the highest point of the
ground within fifteen feet of the outside wall or walls of
the said room in which the windows above required are
situated.

24
25

26

27
28

(4) The floor of such room and all walls surrounding
such room shall be damp-proof and waterproof, if the
nature of the soil requires it.

29

30

31
(5) Such room shall be at least eight feet six inches99



1919.] SENATE No. 643. 37

33 in height in every part, from floor to ceiling: provided,
34 that in multiple-dwellings erected prior to the first day
35 of August, nineteen hundred and seven, and to other
36 houses and buildings erected prior to the first day of
37 June, nineteen hundred and fourteen, it shall be suf-
-38 ficient if said room is seven feet in height over at least
39 four fifths of its area.

40 (6) There shall be appurtenant to such room the use
41 of a water-closet upon the same floor.
42 (7) No such room shall be occupied for sleeping pur-
-43 poses without a permit from the health department, such
44 permit to be posted in a conspicuous place in the main
45 room of the apartment. A record of all such permits
46 shall be kept in the office of the health department.
47 In multiple-dwellings all basements and cellars shall be
48 kept lighted and ventilated to the satisfaction of the
49 health commissioner who shall enforce the provisions of
50 this section.

1 Section 59. In all multiple-dwellings the floor or
2 other surface beneath and around water-closets and sinks
3 shall be maintained in good order and repair, and if of
4 wood shall be kept well covered with light colored paint
5 or varnish satisfactory to the health commissioner.

Repairs.
1 Section 60. Every dwelling and all the parts thereof
2 shall be kept in good repair, and the roof shall be kept
•! tree from leaks and all rain water shall be so drained
4 and conveyed therefrom as not to cause dampness in the
5 walls or ceilings. The health commissioner shall enforce
6 the provisions of this section.

Surfaces around Water-Closets and Sinks
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Water Supply.
1 Section 61. Every dwelling shall have within the
2 dwelling at least one proper sink with running water
3 furnished in sufficient quantity at one or more places
4 exclusive of the cellar. In two-family dwellings and
5 multiple-dwellings of Class A there shall be at least one
6 such sink within every apartment. The owner shall pro-
-7 vide proper and suitable tanks, pumps or other appliances
8 to receive and to distribute an adequate and sufficient
9 supply of such water at each floor in the said dwelling at

10 all times of the year, during all hours of the day and
11 night. The provisions of this section shall be enforced
12 by the health commissioner.

Drainage of Courts and Yards.

1 Section 62. In every multiple-dwelling all courts,
2 areas, intakes and yards shall, after construction, be
3 kept properly graded, drained and paved, or otherwise
4 surfaced, to the satisfaction of the health commissioner.

Cleanliness of Dwellings.

1 Section 63. Every dwelling and every part thereof
2 shall be kept clean and shall also be kept free from any
3 accumulation of dirt, filth, rubbish, garbage or other
4 matter in or on the same, or in the yards, courts,
5 passages, areas or alleys connected with or belonging to
6 the same. The owner and the occupant, either or both,
7 of every dwelling, shall thoroughly cleanse or cause to be
8 cleansed all the rooms, passages, stairs, floors, windows,
9 doors, walls, ceilings, privies, water-closets, cesspools,

10 drains, halls, cellars, roofs and all other parts of the said
11 dwelling, or part of the dwelling of which he is the
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12 owner or the occupant, to the satisfaction of the health
13 commissioner, and shall keep the said parts of the said
14 dwelling in a cleanly condition at all times.

Walls of Courts.

1 Section 64. In multiple-dwellings the walls of all
2 inner courts of less than four hundred square feet, unless
3 built of a light-colored material, shall be thoroughly
4 whitewashed by the owner or shall be painted a light
5 color by him and shall be so maintained. Such white-
-6 wash or paint shall be renewed whenever necessary, or
7 as may be required by the health commissioner.

Receptacles for Ashes, Garbage and Rubbish.
1 Section 65. The occupant of each suite of every
2 dwelling shall provide and maintain for said dwelling
3 proper and suitable tight metal cans, with covers, for
4 holding ashes, rubbish, garbage, refuse and other matter.
5 Chutes and bins for such purposes are prohibited. The
6 provisions of this section shall be enforced by the health
7 commissioner.

Bakeries and Fat Boiling.
1 Section 66. -No bakery and no place of business in
2 which fat is boiled shall be maintained in any multiple-
3 dwelling which is not a building of the first class, unless
4 the ceiling and side walls of said bakery or of the said
5 place of business where fat boiling is done are made safe
6 by fireproof materials around the same; and there shall
7 be no openings either by door or window, dumb-waiter
8 shafts or otherwise, between said bakery or said place
9 where fat is boiled in any multiple-dwelling and the

10 other parts of the building.
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Other Dangerous Businesses.

1 Section 67. All transoms, windows or doors opening
2 into halls from any part of a multiple-dwelling where
3 paint, oil, spirituous liquors or drugs are stored in
4 quantity shall be glazed with wire-glass in metal sash
5 and frames, or they shall be removed and closed up as
6 solidly as the rest of the wall. Any door between any
7 such hall and such part of said multiple-dwelling shall
8 be a fireproof self-closing door.

Janitor or Housekeeper.
1 Section 68. In any multiple-dwelling in which the
2 owner thereof does not reside, there shall be a janitor,

3 housekeeper, agent or other responsible person who shall
4 reside within three miles of the same and have charge
sof said dwelling. The name and residence of such
6 janitor or housekeeper shall be kept posted conspicu-
7 ously in the main entrance hall of every such multiple-
-8 dwelling.

Overcrotvding.

1 Section 69. If any room in a multiple-dwelling is
2 overcrowded, the health commissioner may, unless the
3 ventilation in other respects is satisfactory to him,
4 order the number of persons sleeping in said room to be
5 so reduced that there shall be not less than five hun-
-6 dred cubic feet of air to each adult and two hundred
7 and fifty cubic feet of air to each child under twelve
8 years of age occupying such room.

Lodgers Prohibited.
1 Section 70. The health commissioner may prohibit
2 in any multiple-dwelling the letting of lodgings therein
3 by any of the tenants occupying such multiple-dwelling,
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4 and may prescribe conditions under which lodgers or
5 boarders may be taken in multiple-dwellings. It shall be
6 the duty of the owner of all multiple-dwellings to see
7 that the requirements of the health department in this
8 regard are at all times complied with, and a failure to so
9 comply on the part of any tenant, after due and proper

10 notice from said owner, shall be deemed sufficient cause
11 for the summary eviction of such tenant and the can-
-12 cellation of his lease.

Fire-escapes,
1 Section 71. The owner of every dwelling on which
2 there are fire-escapes shall keep them in good order and
3 repair to the satisfaction of the building commissioner.

Scuttles, Bulkheads, Ladders and Stairs.
1 Section 72. In all multiple-dwellings where there
2 are scuttles or bulkheads, they and all stairs, or ladders
3 leading thereto shall be easily accessible to all occupants
4 of the building and shall be kept free from incumbrance
5 and ready for use at all times. No scuttle and no bulk-
-6 head door shall at any time be locked with a key, but
7 either may be fastened on the inside by movable bolts
8 or hooks. The owner and the occupants shall be
9 severally liable for violation of the provisions of this

10 section, which shall be enforced by the health commis-
-11 sioner.

Rooms Light and Ventilation.
1 Section 73. No room or alcove in an existing
2 multiple-dwelling of Class A shall hereafter be oc-

3 cupied for sleeping purposes unless it shall have a
4 window of an area of not less than nine smmrc Wless than nine square feet

Part V. Improvements.
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5 of glazed surface opening directly upon the street,
6 or upon a cemetery or public park, or upon a yard
7 not less than ten feet deep, or above the roof of an
8 adjoining building, or upon a court or side yard of not
9 less than thirty square feet in area, open to the sky

10 without roof or skylight, unless such room is located on
11 the top floor and is lighted and ventilated by a skylight
12 with a glazed area of not less than six square feet,
13 opening directly to the outer air. The health commis-
-14 sioner shall enforce the provisions of this section.

Public Halls and Stairs Light and Ventilation
1 Section 74. In all existing multiple-dwellings the
2 public halls and stairs shall be provided with as much

light and ventilation to the outer air as may be deemed
4 practicable by the health commissioner, who may order
5 the cutting in of windows and skylights. All new sky-
-6 lights hereafter placed in such dwellings shall be pro-

7 vided with ridge ventilators having a minimum opening
8 of forty square inches or with either fixed or movable
9 louvres and with movable ceiling lights; all such sky-

-10 lights and windows shall be of such size as may be
11 determined to be practicable by the health commis-
-12 sioner, who shall enforce the provisions of this section.

Sinks

1 Section 75. In every existing multiple-dwelling, the
woodwork enclosing sinks, except sinks in butlers’ pan-

3 tries, shall be removed and the space underneath said
4 sinks shall be left open. The floor and wall surfaces
5 beneath and around the sink shall be put in good order
6 and repair, and if of wood shall be kept well painted
7 with light-colored paint. The provisions of this section
8 shall be enforced by the health commissioner.
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Water-closet Accommodations

Section 76. In every multiple-dwelling existing prior
to the passage of this act there shall be provided at
least one water-closet for every two apartments, groups
or suites of rooms, or fraction thereof, except that in
multiple-dwellings of Class B there shall be provided at
least one water-closet for every fifteen occupants or
fraction thereof. Additional water closets to meet the
provisions of this section shall be installed with the
approval of the building commissioner so as to be, as to
lighting, ventilation, floor and wall surfaces, equal to the
best installation already existing in the same dwelling

Woodwork enclosinq W ater-closets

1 Section 77. In all existing multiple-dwellings the
2 woodwork enclosing ail water-closets shall be removed

, and the space underneath
The floor or other surface

from the front of said closet
the seat shall be left open,
beneath and around the ck ;et shall put in good order

shall be kept well paintedand repair, and if of wood
with light-colored paint. The provisions of this section
shall be enforced by the health commissioner.

Replacement of Privy Vaults and Cesspools
1 Section 78. Whenever a connection with a sewer is

possible, all privy vaults, cesspools or other similar
receptacles shall be completely removed and the place
where they were located properly disinfected under the
direction of the health commissioner. Such appliances
shall be replaced by water-closets connected with the
sewer; such water-closets shall be located inside the
dwelling, and shall be subject to the provisions of this
act relative to water-closets in dwellings hereafter
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10 erected. Such water-closets shall be provided in such
11 numbers as required by section twenty-five of this act.
12 The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the
13 health commissioner.

Basements and Cellars.

1 Section 79. The floor of the cellar or lowest floor of
2 every multiple-dwelling shall be free from wetness
3 and, when so required by the health commissioner, shall
4 be concreted with not more than four inches of concrete
5 of good quality and with a finished surface.

1 Section 80. In every dwelling where there is a court
2 or shaft of any kind, there shall be at the bottom of
3 every such shaft and court a door giving sufficient access
4 to such shaft or court to enable it to be properly cleaned
5 out: 'provided, that where there is already a window
6 giving proper access it shall be deemed sufficient.

Roof Egress: Scuttles, Bulkheads, Ladders and Stairs.
1 Section 81. Every existing flat-roofed multiple-
-2 dwelling exceeding one story in height, except multiple-
3 dwellings of Class A of third-class construction and for
4 not more than three families, shall have in the roof a
5 bulkhead, or a scuttle which, unless already existing,
6 shall be not less than two feet by three feet in size. All
7 such bulkheads and scuttles not already existing shall be
8 fireproof or covered on the outside with metal and shall
9 be provided with stairs or stationary ladders leading

10 thereto and easily accessible to all occupants of the
11 building. No scuttle or bulkhead shall be located in a
12 room, but shall be located in the ceiling of the public

Shafts and Courts.
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13 hall on the top floor, and access through the same to the
14 roof shall be direct and uninterrupted. Scuttles shall be
15 hinged so as to open readily. Every bulkhead in such
16 multiple-dwelling shall have stairs with a guide or hand-
-17 rail leading to the roof, and such stairs shall be kept free
18 from incumbrance at all times. No scuttle and no bulk-
-19 head door shall at any time be locked with a key, but
20 either may be fastened on the inside by movable bolts
21 or hooks. All key locks on scuttles and on bulkhead
22 doors shall be removed.

Enclosures of V ent Shafts and Stairways.
1 Section 82. In every existing multiple-dwelling
2 which is more than three stories in height and having
3 more than eight suites all vent shafts shall be enclosed
4 in the basement in masonry walls not less than eight
5 inches thick, or with two-inch solid metal and plaster
(i partitions, with a fireproof-self-enclosing door; and if
- m any such building a stairway leads from the first floor
8 to the basement, such stairway shall be enclosed in
9 masonry walls not less than eight inches thick, or with

10 two-inch solid metal and plaster partitions.

Multiple-dwelling Sprinklers
1 Section S3. Stair, elevator, and ventilating shafts in
2 all existing multiple-dwellings more than three stories
3 in height and having more than ten suites shall be pro-
-4 vided with a system of automatic sprinklers approved
5 as to location, arrangement and efficiency by the build-
-6 ing commissioner. Ihe building commissioner may order
i the basement of any such multiple-dwelling more than
8 three stories in height and having more than ten suites
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9 to be provided with a system of automatic sprinkler;
10 approved by him as to location, arrangement and ef-
-11 ficiency.

Part VI. Requirements and Remedies.

Perviit to Commence Building.
Section 84. Before the construction or alteration of

a dwelling, or the alteration or conversion of a building
for use as a dwelling, is commenced, and before the
construction or alteration of any building or structure
on the same lot with a dwelling, the owner or his agent
or architect shall submit to the building commissioner
two copies of a detailed statement in writing, verified by
the affidavit of the person making the same, of the speci-
fications for such dwelling or building upon blanks or
forms to be furnished by such commissioner and also two
full and complete copies of the plans of such work.

9

0

4
o

6

8

9

10

11
Such statement shall give in full the name and resi-12

dence, by street and number, of the owner or owners of1 Qlo

14 the land on which said dwelling or building is or is to be
15 located, together with the plan of the lot on which the
16 same is or is to be situated, showing the location,

17 character and size of all buildings thereon and the
18 exact dimensions of said lot, together with its descrif
19 tion bv metes and bound
20 If such construction, alteration or conversion is pro-

21 posed to be made by any other person than the owner
22 or owners of the land in fee the statement shall contain

the full name and residence, by street and number, of
24 the person proposing to construct, alter or convert such
25 building. The affidavit shall allege that said specifica-
26 tions and plans are true and contain a correct descrip-
27 tion of such dwelling, building, lot and proposed work.
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28 The statement and affidavit herein provided for may
be made by the owner, his agent or architect, or by the29

30 person who proposed to make the construction, altera-
-31 tion or conversion. No person, however, shall be recog-
32 nized as the agent of the owner until he shall have filed
33 with the building department a written instrument signed

by such owner designating him as such agent. Any34

false statement of a material fact in any such affidavit35

shall be deemed perjury. Said specifications, plans and36
37 statements shall be filed in the office of the building

department and shall be deemed public records, and no38

19 such specifications, plans or statements shall be removed
from said office. The building commissioner shall cau40

41 all such plans and specifications to be examined. If such
42 plans and specifications conform to the provisions of this

act they shall be approved by the building commissioner,43

44 who shall forthwith issue a permit, and he may fro
;es in any plans and spectime to time approve

fications previously approved by him, provided the plans46

47 and specifications when so changed are in conformity
ts with this act. T1The construction, alteration or conver-

sion of anv such building shall be in accordance with49

said approved specifications and plan50

The building commissioner shall have power to revoke51
52 or cancel any permit or approval in case of any failure or

neglect to comply with any of the provisions of this act
54 or in case any false statement or representation is made

r statements submitted oro in any specifications, plan
filed for such permit or ap

Any permit or approval
building commissioner, but
done above the foundatioi
the time of the issuance
shall expire by limitation.

'proval.56

which may be issued by the
under which no work has been

oc

58

59 walls within one year from
jf such permit or approval,GO

61
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Certificate of Compliance.

1 Section 85. No building hereafter constructed as or
2 altered into a dwelling shall be occupied in whole or in
3 part for human habitation without the issuance of a
4 certificate by the building department that such dwelling
5 conforms in all respects to the requirements of this act.
6 Such certificate shall be issued within ten days after
7 written application therefor if said dwelling at the date
8 of such application shall be entitled thereto; and the
9 building commissioner shall promptly transmit a copy

10 thereof to the health department.

Unlawful Occupation.

1 Section 86. If any building hereafter constructed as
2 or altered into a dwelling be occupied in whole or in
3 part for human habitation in violation of the last sec-
-4 tion, said premises shall be deemed unfit for human
5 habitation and the health commissioner may cause them
6 to be vacated accordingly.

Lessee deemed to be Owner
Section 87. The lessee under a recorded lease shall

2 be deemed the owner under the provisions of this act

Tenani’s Responsibility.
1 Section 88. If the occupant of a dwelling shall fail

to comply with the provisions of this act, after due and
3 proper notice from the health commissioner, such failure
4 to comply shall be deemed sufficient cause for the sum-

-5 mary eviction of such tenant by the owner and the can-
-6 cellation of his lease.
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Service of Notice and Order.
1 Section 89. Unless otherwise specifically provided
2 in this act in regard to any particular form of notice or
3 order, every notice or order in relation to a dwelling
4 which is issued under the provisions of this act shall be
5 served as hereinafter stated ten days at least before the
6 time for performance required in the notice or order.
7 Service shall be made by mailing or delivering a copy of
8 the notice or order attested by a sheriff, deputy sheriff
9 or constable to the owner of the dwelling as he appears

10 of record in the registry of deeds, or to such agent as
11 the owner may have appointed in writing addressed and
12 delivered to the building commissioner and the health
13 commissioner, or by leaving an attested copy of the
14 notice or order at the last and usual place of abode of
15 such owner or agent. If the owner is not a resident of
16 Boston and has appointed no agent as hereinbefore pro-
-17 vided, an attested copy of the notice or order shall be
18 posted in a conspicuous place on the dwelling, and a
19 copy thereof mailed by registered mail to the address of
20 the owner as it appears on the books of the tax assessors
21 of the city of Boston.

Service of Summons.
1 Section 90. In any action, brought by the city of
2 Boston in relation to a dwelling for injunction, vacating
3 of the premises or other abatement of nuisance, service
4 of process shall be made only by a sheriff or one of his
5 deputies or by a constable.

Inspection of Dwellings.
1 Section 91. The health commissioner shall cause an
2 inspection to be made of the sanitary conditions of all
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3 dwellings and the premises appurtenant thereto as fre
4 quently as he deems practicable.

1 Section 92. Any person having any duty to per-
-2 form in regard to any building or premises under the
3 provisions of this act may, whenever necessary for the
4 performance of such duties, enter such building or
5 premises, and no person shall interfere with or obstruct
6 such entry.

Proper Maintenance.
1 Section 93. Every dwelling and part thereof and
2 appurtenance thereof shall be maintained in such condi-
-3 tion and repair as not to be, in the opinion of the health
4 commissioner, dangerous to health. The owner shall be
5 responsible for the maintenance of all dwellings and
6 their appurtenances. The provisions of this section shall

be enforced by the health commissioner.

1 Section 94. Any court having jurisdiction in equity
2 or any justice thereof shall, upon the application of the
3 city by its attorney, have jurisdiction in equity:-—

4 To restrain the construction, alteration, repair, main-
-5 tenance, use or occupation of a building, structure or
6 other thing constructed or used in violation of this act,
7 and to order its removal or abatement as a nuisance;
8 To restrain the further construction, alteration, repair,
9 maintenance, use or occupation of a building, structure

10 or other thing which is unsafe or dangerous;
11 To restrain the unlawful construction, alteration, re-
-12 pair, maintenance, use or occupation of any building,
13 structure or other thing;

Right of Entry.

Jurisdiction in Equity.
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14 To compel compliance with the provisions of this act;
15 To order the removal, by the owner, of a building,
16 structure or other thing unlawfully existing, and to
17 authorize the building commissioner or the health com-
-18 missioner, with the written approval of the mayor, in
19 default of such removal by the owner, to remove it at
20 the owner’s expense.

Jurisdiction at Laic

1 Section 95. The municipal court of the city of
2 Boston, concurrently with the superior court, shall have
3 jurisdiction throughout the city of prosecutions and pro-
-4 ceedings at law under the provisions of this act.

Advancing Causes for Trial.
1 Section 96. Upon the entry of any case brought
2 under the provisions of this act the court shall, at the
3 request of either party, advance the case, so that it
4 may be heard and determined with as little delay as
5 possible.

Nuisance.

1 Section 97. A building or structure, which is
2 erected or maintained in violation of the provisions of
3 this act shall be deemed a common nuisance without
4 other proof thereof than proof of its unlawful construc-
-5 tion or maintenance, and the building or health commis-
-6 sioner may abate and remove it in the same manner in
7 which boards of health may remove nuisances under the
8 provisions of sections sixty-seven, sixth-eight and sixty -

9 nine of chapter seventy-five of the Revised Laws.

Provisions for Review.
1 Section 98. Any person whose property is affected
2 by any action of the building commissioner under the
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.3 provisions of this act, may have such action reviewed
4 by the superior court or the municipal court of the city
5 of Boston or by the board of appeal as provided for in
6 sections six, seven, and eight, of chapter five hundred
7 and fifty, acts of nineteen hundred and seven, provided
8 proceedings are instituted within ten days after such
9 action.

10 Any person whose property is affected by any action
11 of the health commissioner under the provisions of this
12 act, may have such action reviewed by the superior
13 court or the municipal court of the city of Boston, pro-
-14 vided proceedings are instituted within ten days after
15 such action.

Penalty.

1 Section 99. Whoever violates any provision of this
2 act, or whoever builds, alters or maintains any structure
3 or any part thereof in violation of any provision of this
4 act, or whoever fails to comply with any order or de-
-5 mand made under any provision of this act, shall be
6 punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars,
7 or by imprisonment not exceeding six months.

Enforcement of Act.
1 Section 100. All sections of this act not specified to
2 be enforced by the health commissioner shall be en-
3 forced by the building commissioner.

Scope of Act.
1 Section 101. None of the provisions of this act shall
2 be construed as affecting or superseding any of the re-
-3 quirements of any existing acts relative to the height of
4 buildings in the city of Boston.
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Repeals.
1 Section 102. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

When to take Effect.
1 Section 103. This act shall take effect three months
2 after its passage.




