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The Committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
;o much of the Report of the Street Railway Commission as

relates to continuity of street railway service (see Senate
Document, No. 628), and the petitions in aid thereof of
Benjamin C. Lane (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1968)
and the Good Government Club of Auburndale, reports
as follows

The Committee has given frequent hearings, and all per-
sons in attendance were fully and freely heard.

Your Committee has received, in addition to much oral
testimony, and has carefully considered, the submitted briefs
of the Honorable Charles G. Washburn, Chairman of the
Street Railway Commission, and of the Honorable James H.
Yahey and Mr. IV. D. Mahon, counsel for the Amalgamated
Street and Electric Railway Employees of America in Massa-
chusetts, the constitution and by-laws of said association as
adopted under date of September, 1917, and the Articles of
Agreement between the Boston Elevated Railway Company
and said Association and Division No. 589 thereof, effective
between May 1, 1919, and April 30, 1920, which especially
provide for the arbitration of all differences between the
parties thereto.

The Committee has also considered the existing statutory

laws applicable to the issues involved and the functioning of
the Massachusetts system of arbitration and conciliation
recently vested in the Department of Public Safety by the
Statutes of 1919.
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As a result of the evidence thus submitted, your Com-
mittee, while recognizing the gravity of the cessation of
service on public utilities, whether publicly owned or con-
trolled, or not, through a strike on the part of employees
and particularly its indefensibility when applied to a utility
publicly owned or controlled, believes that the equity juris-
diction of our courts and the police power of the Common-
wealth are adequate to remedy any condition which hazards
the health, safety or welfare of the community.

Therefore, the committee is of the opinion that the pro-posed legislation is inexpedient and unwise at the present
time and reports recommending that no legislation is
NECESSARY THEREON.
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[Mr. Wells of Boston, of the House, dissents.]


