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By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of John P. Dolan for legislation to establish
conservation commissions for cities and towns. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act relative to conservation commissions and establishing

A CONSERVATION PROGRAM FOR CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 8A of chapter 40 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the last two sentences in said
3 section 8A and inserting in place thereof the following: Said
4 commission may receive gifts of funds, lands, buildings and
5 other properties in the name of the city or town subject to the
6 approval of the mayor and city council in a city, or the select-
-7 men, as a majority, in towns. Said commission may acquire by
8 purchase, grant, bequest, devise, lease or otherwise, the fee or
9 any lesser interest, development right, easement, covenant or

10 other contractual right necessary to achieve the public purpose
11 of any such acquisition in order to acquire, maintain, improve,
12 protect, limit the future use of or otherwise conserve and prop-
-13 erly utilize open spaces and areas within their respective city
14 or town, and to be held in the manner as aforementioned. Any
15 city or town, acting through said commission, may also acquire
16 the fee to any property for the purpose of conveying or leasing
17 said property back to its original owner or other person under
18 such covenants or other contractual arrangements as will limit
19 the future use of the property to the full provisions of the con-
-20 servation requirements of this act, or any applicable general law
21 or corresponding constitutional requirement applicable thereto,
22 as any city or town may so authorize. For the purposes of this
23 act an “open space” or “open area” is any land space or area
24 characterized by (a) great scenic beauty or (6) whose existing
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25 openness, natural condition, or present limited state of use, if
26 retained, would enhance the present or potential value of abut-
-27 ting or surrounding urban development, or (c) would retain or
28 enhance the conservation and proper utilization of its natural or
29 scenic resources. Such gifts or acquisitions shall be held in the
30 name of the city or town but shall be held and managed by the
31 said commission for the conservation purposes set forth in this
32 section, and also in accordance with the provisions of section
33 forty-four, paragraph fifty-one of said chapter forty, and of the
34 provisions of section eleven of chapter one hundred thirty-two A,
35 of the General Laws.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage


