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By Mr. Doherty of Boston, petition of Gerard F. Doherty for the establishment
of the Massachusetts commission on elder citizens and relative to the powers and
duties of said commission. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixtv-One.

An Act establishing the Massachusetts commission on elder
CITIZENS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 73 and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
-3 tions:
4 Section 73. There shall be a commission to be known as the
5 Massachusetts commission on elder citizens, consisting of a
6 commissioner on elder citizens and an advisory council of eleven
7 members as hereinafter described. The commission shall
8 counsel and assist the elder citizens with their problems relating
9 to housing, public assistance, employment, health and social

10 adjustment. Said commission shall act in an advisory and con-
-11 sultive capacity with the general objective of co-ordinating
12 with the several departments of the commonwealth programs
13 designed to meet the problems of the aging and may promote,
14 assist and co-ordinate activities designed to meet such problems
15 at community levels.
16 Section 73A. The commissioner on elder citizens shall be
17 appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the
18 council for a term of six years and until his successor is duly
19 appointed and qualified. He may be removed from office by the
20 governor with the consent of the council. He shall receive such
21 salary, not exceeding eleven thousand dollars, as the governor
22 and council may determine, and shall devote his entire time to
23 the duties of his office. The commissioner shall have sole charge
24 with the advice of the advisory council of the supervision and
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25 administration of the commission. He may establish such divi-
-26 sions and, with the approval of the governor and council, may
27 appoint such directors as he deems necessary, and such assistants
28 and consultants as may from time to time be necessary to enable
29 him to perform his duties.
30 Section 738. The advisory council shall consist of the com-
-31 missioner of public welfare, the commissioner of public health,
32 the commissioner of education, the commissioner of mental
33 health, the commissioner of labor and industries, and the director
34 of employment security, or their severally authorized repre-
-35 sentatives, and five persons, qualified by training, experience,
36 or demonstrated interest in elder citizens, to be appointed by
37 the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, as
38 follows: one for a term of two years; two for terms of four
39 years, and two for terms of six years. Upon the expiration of
40 the term of any appointive member, his successor shall be
41 appointed in like manner for a term of six years. Said members
42 of the advisory council shall elect their chairman and shall meet
43 at least once a month. They shall serve without compensation,
44 but shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the
45 performance of their duties.
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