
HOUSE 609

By Messrs. Campbell of Wakefield and Conn of Melrose, petition of the Legis-
lative Committee of the Massachusetts City Clerks’ Association that provision be
made for the furnishing of voting machines to cities and towns by the Common-
wealth. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act providing for the furnishing of voting machines to
CITIES AND TOWNS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end of section 26, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 240 of the acts of 1943, the following:
4 Whenever the state secretary is notified, as provided by section
5 thirty-four, of the determination to use voting machines in any
6 city or town, he shall, at the expense of the commonwealth,
7 provide such city or town for use at every polling place therein
8 with the number of voting machines required by section twenty-
-9 five.

1 Section 2. Section 28 of said chapter 54 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first sentence, as appearing in the Tercen-
-3 tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 The clerk of each city or towm shall provide therein a place for
5 the safekeeping of the ballot boxes, counting apparatus and
6 voting machines furnished by the commonwealth, and of all
7 other voting machines used in such city or town.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 34, as most recently amended by chapter 84
3 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place theieof the following
4 section;
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5 Section 34- The aldermen of a city, including Boston, or a
6 town, may, at a meeting held at least ninety days before the
7 primary or election at which voting machines are to be used,
8 order the use thereof at primaries and elections of state, city
9 or town officers in such city or town; and thereafter at all pri-

-10 maries and elections of state, city or town officers in that city or
11 town, until otherwise ordered by the aldermen in a city, and the
12 selectmen in a town, said machines shall be used at primaries
13 and for voting for the officers to be elected at such elections and
14 for taking the vote upon questions submitted to the voters.
15 Notice of such determination to use voting machines or to dis-'
16 continue the use thereof shall be sent to the state secretary by the
17 city or town clerk within five days after such action.


