
HOUSE 612

By Mr. Conn of Melrose, petition of the Legislative Committee of the Massa-
chusetts City Clerks’ Association relative to the day for holding state primaries
preceding biennial state elections and the time for holding state conventions of
political parties. Election Laws.

An Act relative to the day for holding state primaries

PRECEDING BIENNIAL STATE ELECTIONS AND THE TIME FOR HOLD-
ING STATE CONVENTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in the first line of the first paragraph,
3 as most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 20 of the acts
4 of 1946, the words “seventh Tuesday”, and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: third Tuesday in June next.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out in the fourth line of section 42, as most recently
3 amended by section 4 of chapter 406 of the acts of 1953, the
4 words “June first”, and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 March first.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 48A, inserted by chapter 232 of the acts

of 1956, the following sections:
4 Section 4-88. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of
5 general or special law, no question shall be submitted to the
6 voters at a biennial state election unless the application or peti-
-7 tion therefor shall have been filed with the state secretary on or
8 before the first day of July next preceding the date of such elec-
-9 tion. Every such application or petition shall be submitted to
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10 the registrars of voters for certification of names of signers on
11 or before the twenty-fourth day of June next preceding the date
12 of such election.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the first two sentences of section 54, as appearing
3 in chapter 83 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: The chairman of the state committee of a
5 political party shall issue a call on or before the first Wednesday
6 in February to hold a state convention, to be held not earlier
7 than March fifth and not later than March twentieth, in a year
8 in which a biennial state election is held, for the purpose of
9 adopting a platform and endorsing for nomination candidates

10 for offices to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth,
11 to be voted for at the ensuing state primary, and for such other
12 purposes consistent with law as the convention may determine.
13 If the said chairman fails to issue a call on or before the first
14 Wednesday in February for the holding of such convention,
15 ten voters enrolled in the party may petition the superior court
16 to compel the chairman to issue said call.


