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An Act further regulating the duties of election officers
IN TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follow

1 Section 1. Section 12 of chapter 54 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended

by section 1 of chapter 431 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 12. The selectmen of eveiy town divided into voting

6 precincts shall annually, not earlier than July fifteenth nor later
7 than August fifteenth, appoint as elestion officers for each voting

8 precinct, one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy
9 clerk, two inspectors and two deputy inspectors, who shall be

10 enrolled voters of the town. They may, in like manner, appoint
11 two inspectors and two deputy inspectois in addition.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 16A, as amended by section 2of said chap-
-3 ter 431, and inserting in place thereof the following section: —•

4 Section 16A. In any city or town divided into voting pre-
5 cincts which accepts this section, if the warden, clerk or in-

-6 spector, or the deputy of any such officer, if any, is not present
7 at the opening of the polls, the city or town clerk may appoint
8 a person to fill such vacancy who shall be an enrolled voter of
9 the same political party as the absent officer, if any competent

10 person enrolled in such party is present and willing to serve.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 17, as amended by section 3 of said chap-
-3 ter 431, and inserting in place thereof the following section:—■
4 Section 17. At state elections in cities and in towns divided
5 into voting precincts, and in city elections, the presiding elec-
-6 tion officer of each voting place or precinct shall detail two in-
-7 spectors of different political parties to act as ballot clerks, who
8 shall have charge of the ballots and shall furnish them to voters.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by in-
-2 serting after section 21 the following three sections; •—•

3 Section 21 A. At state elections in towns not divided into
4 voting precincts, the selectmen shall have the powers of wardens
5 in cities or moderators in towns, and shall act by their chair-
6 man or senior member present, who shall be the presiding election
7 officer.
8 Section 218. At state elections in towns not divided into
9 voting precincts, and at town elections in towns where official

10 ballots are used, the selectmen, befoie the opening of the polls,
11 shall appoint two voters as ballot clerks, who shall have charge
12 of the ballots and shall furnish them, to voters. The selectmen
13 or the moderator presiding at such election may subsequently
14 appoint additional ballot clerks, not exceeding one for every
15 four hundred voters and majority fraction thereof, and may
16 likewise fill any vacancy after the opening of the polls. Such
17 ballot clerks shall be enrolled voters so appointed as to repre-
-18 sent the two leading political parties as equally as may be, ex-
-19 cept that such additional ballot clerks may be appointed from
20 voters not representing either of them.
21 Section 21C. Selectmen of towns shall, at least five days be-
-22 fore a state or town election, appoint voters as tellers to assist
23 at the ballot box and in checking the names of voters upon the
24 voting lists, and in canvassing and counting the votes. Presid-
-25 ing officers in such towns, at state and town elections, may ap-
-26 point voters as additional tellers, and they shall do so on the
27 written request of ten voters of the town. Tellers appointed at
28 elections where official ballots are used shall be so appointed
29 that the election officers making and assisting in the canvass
30 and count of votes shall be enrolled voters equally representing
31 the two leading political parties.


