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By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of J. Henry Goguen for legislation to make
it a criminal offense to use the telephone for certain gaming purposes. Legal Affairs.

An Act making it a criminal offence to use the telephone

FOR CERTAIN GAMING PURPOSES.

Be it evaded hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 17A of chapter 271 of the General Laws, inserted by
2 chapter 246 of the acts of 1958 is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “or,” in line 2, the following words; —is the
4 occupant in charge of the premises where a telephone is located
5 or, so as to read as follows: Section 17A. Whoever uses
6 a telephone or, is the occupant in charge of the premises where
7 a telephone is located or, being a customer of a telephone com-
-8 pany, knowingly permits another to use his telephone for the
9 purpose of accepting wagers or bets, or buying or selling of pools,

10 or for placing all or any portion of a wager with another, upon
11 the result of a trial or contest of skill, speed, or endurance of
12 man, beast, bird, or machine, or upon the result of an athletic
13 game or contest, or upon the lottery called the numbers game,
14 or for the purpose of reporting the same to a headquarters or
15 booking office, or who under a name other than his own or other-
-16 wise falsely or fictitiously procures telephone service for him-
-17 self or another for such purposes, shall be punished by a fine of
18 not more than two thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
19 more than one year.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.
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