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has been filed and is in apparent conformity with law shall be deemed 
to be valid unless written objection thereto is made by a registered 
voter of the town. Such objection shall be filed with the board of 
registrars at or before five o'clock in the afternoon of August thirtieth 
in the current year. Any general or special law to the contrary not
withstanding, objections filed with the said board shall forthwith be 
considered by the board, which shall not later than September thir
teenth in the current year render its decision on such objections stat
ing its finding as to the validity of the petition. In all matters relating 
to such objections, said board shall have the powers and perform the 
duties prescribed for such boards with respect to objections to nomi
nation papers, under the provisions of section twelve of chapter fifty-
three of the General Laws; and the decision of said board shall be 
final except that it shall be subject to judicial review under section 
fourteen of chapter thirty A of the General Laws. Certification pur
suant to paragraph (e) shall not preclude a voter from filing objec
tions to the validity of such petition. 

{g) If such petition is either deemed or found to be valid under 
paragraph (/) , the board shall transmit to the state secretary not 
later than five o'clock in the afternoon of September twenty-seventh 
in the current year a certificate of the filing of a petition in conform
ity with this section, of the certification,of signatures of petitioners 
thereon to the number required by paragraph (c) and of the deeming 
or finding of such petition to be valid under paragraph ( / ) . 

SECTION 3. Section two of this act shall take effect upon its pas
sage. Section one of this act shall take effect on the first Wednesday 
of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-one, if the aforesaid question 
is printed on the official ballot to be used in the town of Watertown 
at the biennial state election in the current year and a majority of 
votes cast in answer to such question at such election is in the 
affirmative. Approved June 24, 1960. 

Chap. 504. A N ACT PROVIDING FOB A SECOND ASSISTANT CLERK FOE 
T H E CENTRAL DISTRICT COURT OF NORTHERN ESSEX. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the third sentence, as most recently amended 
by chapter 723 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:—Second assistant clerks with salaries payable by 
the county may be appointed in the municipal court of the Roxbury 
district, the East Boston district court, the municipal court of the 
Charlestown district, the municipal court of the Dorchester district, 
the municipal court of the Brighton district, the municipal court of 
the "West Roxbury district, the municipal court of the South Boston 
district, the central district court of Worcester, and, subject to the 
approval of the county commissioners, in the first district court of 
eastern Middlesex, the third district court of eastern Middlesex, the 
first district court of Essex, the district court of southern Essex, the 
central district court of northern Essex, the district court of Spring
field, the second district court of Bristol, the third district court of 
Bristol, the district court of East Norfolk, the district court of Somer-
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ville and the district court of Chelsea. 
SECTION 2. The second assistant clerk of the central district court 

of northern Essex first appointed under the provisions of section ten 
of chapter two hundred and eighteen of the General Laws, as amended 
by section one of this act, shall be selected from among persons then 
employed in the office of the clerk of said court, and such appointee 
shall not, as a result of said appointment, suffer a reduction in salary. 

Approved June 27, 1960. 

C h a p . 5 0 5 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E TO T H E P A Y M E N T O F C E R T A I N P R E 

M I U M S FOR CONTRIBUTORY GROUP GENERAL OR BLANKET 
INSURANCE BY PERSONS RETIRED FROM THE SERVICE OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for certain insurance pro
tection of employees and former employees of the commonwealth and 
to authorize certain deductions for the payment of premiums begin
ning July first, nineteen hundred and sixty, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser
vation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 10 of chapter 32A of the General Laws is 

hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended by 
section 4 of chapter 389 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place 
thereof the following three sentences:—-The commission shall require 
that, on retirement of an employee, the policy or policies of insurance 
shall provide that the group life coverage of such employee as set 
forth in section six, except the optional coverage referred to therein, 
shall be reduced fifty per cent and the group general or blanket insur
ance providing hospital, surgical and medical benefits shall be con
tinued. The retired employee shall pay fifty per cent of the average 
group premium for such group life coverage and fifty per cent of the 
average group premium for the hospital, surgical and medical bene
fits for such employee or for such employee and his dependents and 
the commonwealth shall contribute the remaining fifty per cent of 
such premium cost. Prior to retirement an insured employee who 
terminates his service with the commonwealth and who has a right to 
retire but whose retirement is deferred as provided in section ten of 
chapter thirty-two shall for the purposes of this' chapter only be 
deemed to have been granted a leave of absence without pay and may 
continue his full coverage in the state insurance plan; provided, he 
files an application therefor with the commission, and makes payment 
for the entire cost of his insurance, with no contribution by the com
monwealth, to the commission in such manner as it may prescribe. 

SECTION 2. Section ten of chapter thirty-two A of the General 
Laws, as amended by section one of this act, shall apply to all persons 
who were insured under the provisions of said chapter thirty-two A 
and whose services were terminated by reason of retirement or who 
were entitled to a deferred retirement allowance on or after January 
first, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, except that the commonwealth 
shall not contribute to the premium cost on a retroactive basis to Jan-


