
HOUSE . 1545

By Mrs. Koplow of Brookline and Mr. Menton of Watertown, petition of Freyda
P. Koplow, Joseph Silvano and Paul C. Menton relative to qualifications of certain
absentee voters in presidential elections. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act relative to qualifications of certain absentee voters
IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 51 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 10 of chapter 453 of the acts of 1943, and
3 most recently amended by section 19 of chapter 627 of the acts
4 of 1954, is hereby further amended by striking out the first
5 paragraph thereof and inserting in place thereof the following
6 paragraph:
7 Every citizen twenty-one years of age or older, not being a
8 pauper or person under guardianship and not being temporarily
9 or permanently disqualified by law because of corrupt prac-

-10 tices in respect to elections, who can read the constitution of
11 the commonwealth in English and write his name, and who has
12 resided in the commonwealth one year and in the city or town
13 where he claims a right to vote six months last preceding a state,
14 city or town election, and who has complied with the require-
-15 ments of this chapter, may have his name entered on the list of
"6 voters in such city or town, and may vote therein in any such
17 election or, except in so far as restricted in any town in which
18 a representative town meeting form of government has been
19 established, in any meeting held for the transaction of town
20 affairs. No other person shall have his name entered upon the
21 list of voters or have the right to vote; except that no person
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22 who is prevented from reading or writing as aforesaid by a phys-
-23 ical disability, shall, if otherwise qualified, be deprived of the
24 right to vote by reason of not being able so to read or write;
25 and no veteran if otherwise qualified to vote, shall be disqualified
26 therefrom on account of receiving or having received aid from
27 any city or town, or because he is exempted by section five of
28 chapter fifty-nine from the assessment of a poll tax; and no
29 person otherwise qualified to vote for national or state officers
30 shall, by reason of a change of residence within the common-
-31 wealth, be disqualified from voting for such officers in the city
32 or town from which he has removed his residence until the ex- W
33 piration of six months from such removal. A married woman
34 dwelling or having her home separate and apart from her hus-
-35 band shall for the purpose of voting and registration therefor
36 be deemed to reside at the place where she dwells or has her
37 home. Each person who has been admitted and registered
38 as a voter in any town in the commonwealth and has removed
39 to another state shall retain his right to vote for electors of
40 president and vice president of the United States, and not
41 otherwise, in the town from which he has removed, for a period
42 of twenty-four months after such removal, provided he shall
43 not, during such period, have become a voter, in such other
44 state or, because of an insufficient period of state residence,
45 have become eligible to qualify and register as such. Such
46 votes shall be cast by absentee ballot and the state secretary
47 shall prepare, and cause to be printed and distributed to the
48 town and city clerks a sufficient number of ballots to be used
49 by the persons eligible to vote for the offices of presidential
50 electors only as authorized herein. At the top of each such
51 ballot shall appear the words “Absentee Presidential Elector
52 Ballot” and no such ballot shall afford any opportunity to
53 vote for any office or officer except presidential electors. Such
54 ballots shall be distributed at the same time that other absentee
55 ballots are delivered to such town or city clerks.

*

1 Section 2. Chapter 51 of the Genera! Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 1, as most recently amended
3 by section 19 of chapter 627 of the acts of 1954, the following
4 sections: —•

5 Section IA. The state secretary shall cause to be printed
6 and distributed to the several town and city clerks, at the same



1961.] HOUSE —No. 1545. 3

7 time the absentee ballots to be used by the persons authorized
8 to vote for electors of president and vice president of the United
9 States only are distributed to said officials, an equivalent

10 number of each of the following:
11 (o) Form of affidavit substantially as follow:

Commonwealth of

County of

I, , do solemnly swear that to
the best of my knowledge and belief I was duly qualified and registered as an
elector at in the Ward

(Street address)

of the Town of ,
Massachusetts, until I

removed my residence and domicile from said state on th
day of ,

19.; that I am now a bona fide resident of
the Precinct of the Ward of the Town of
County of , State of , and intend to
remain at said residence and domicile; that I am not a qualified elector of
the state in which I now reside nor am I eligible because of its required period
of state residence to qualify and register as such on the date of this affidavit;
that I make this affidavit in order to qualify to cast my vote for the offices of
Electors of President and Vice President of the United States with the under-
standing that such vote shall be oast and counted in the manner prescribed

iture of Voter

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this day of

19 at

Notary Public or other officer
empowered to administer oaths.

12 ( b) An envelope on the face of which shall appear a certificate
13 for execution by the registrar of voters or other appropriate
14 registration official of the town, county or other political sub-
-15 division of the state to which the absentee voter has removed.
16 Such certificate shall contain the statement that the absentee
17 voter is not qualified to vote in the place of residence to which
18 he has removed and that he is not eligible to qualify and register
19 to so vote due to lack of sufficient length of state residence.
20 (c) A smaller envelope which shall be labeled “Absentee
21 Presidential Elector Ballot.”
22 Section 18. Any person authorized to vote for electors of
23 president and vice president of the United States by the provi-
-24 sions of section one of chapter fifty-one who is a bona fide
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25 resident of another state may apply in writing, not more than
26 two months before the day of the election, by mail, to the
27 town or city clerk in which he was qualified to vote in this
28 state, for an absentee ballot. Upon receipt of such written
29 application, the town or city clerk shall immediately mail to
30 the applicant one of the ballots provided for in section one
31 of chapter fifty-one and each of the items enumerated in sub-
-32 division (a), (b ) and (c) of the preceding section.
33 Section IC. The applicant for such absentee presidential
34 elector ballot shall execute the form of affidavit prescribed in
35 section one of chapter fifty-one and shall take the oath pre-
-36 scribed in said form before an official authorized to administer
37 oaths in the state to which he has removed. He shall also secure
38 the certificate of the registrar of voters or other appropriate
39 official of the political subdivision of his residence in the state
40 to which he has removed, which certificate shall be executed
41 on the face of the envelope provided for in subdivision (6) of
42 section one A of chapter fifty-one. The absentee voter shall
43 then proceed to mark his ballot in the manner prescribed by
44 the laws of this state indicating his choice for the offices of
45 electors of president and vice president of the United States
46 after which such marked ballot shall be sealed in the smaller
47 envelope labeled “Absentee Presidential Elector Ballot.”
48 Such envelope shall then be placed in the larger envelope on
49 the face of which appears the certificate of the registrar of
50 voters or other appropriate official of the political subdivision
51 of his residence in the state to which he has removed. The
52 larger envelope shall then be sealed and mailed to the town or
53 city clerk in which the absentee voter was a qualified elector
54 prior to his removal to another state, together with the affidavit
55 executed by the absentee voter.
56 Section ID. Upon receipt of the affidavit executed by the
57 absentee voter and the envelope bearing the certification of the
58 registrar or other appropriate official of the foreign state, the
59 town or city clerk shall deliver such affidavit and envelope,
60 together with any other absentee ballots received by him as
61 provided by this chapter, in the manner prescribed by the laws
62 of this commonwealth and, if the requirements of sections one
63 to one D, inclusive, of chapter fifty-one have been complied
64 with, the absentee presidential elector ballot shall be counted
65 in the manner prescribed for other absentee ballots.


