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By Mr. Kaplan of Brookline, petition of Sumner Z. Kaplan and others for legis-
lation to establish departments of development in cities and towns to carry out
urban renewal and redevelopment projects. Mercantile Affairs.

I In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act providing for the establishment of a department of
DEVELOPMENT IN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 26111 the following section;
3 Section 26JJJ. (a) A city by accepting the provisions of this
4 section and sections (b) through (/) inclusive, by vote of the

the mayor or city manager, and a
lions of said sections by vote of the
a department of development to

5 city council and approval of
6 town by accepting the provif
7 town meeting, may create
8 undertake and carry out urt
9 redevelopment projects, or, if

an renewal and land assembly and
a redevelopment authority has been

10 previously established within such city or town, to replace the
11 redevelopment authority therein. Such department of develop-
12 ment shall consist of a director of development, with the advice
13 of an advisory council.
14 Thereafter, a city or town which has accepted this section
15 and sections (6) through (/) inclusive, acting through its de-
16 partment of development, shall have the same rights, functions,

powers, privileges and immunities and be subject to the same
18 duties, limitations and obligations, where applicable, as is pro-
19 vided by law in the case of housing and redevelopment author-
20 ities in the carrying out of urban renewal and land assembly
21 and redevelopment projects; and the power to initiate such
22 projects shall thereafter be vested in the city or town.
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23 A city or town may, with the consent of the city council of
24 such city or the selectmen of such town, take over a planned or
25 existing urban renewal or land assembly and redevelopment
26 project instituted by such housing or redevelopment authority
27 and continue to cairy out all undertakings, obligations and
28 activities of such housing or redevelopment authority relating
29 to such project, and thereafter such housing or redevelopment

30 authority shall have no powers and duties with respect to such
11 project; piovided, that no such action shall be taken if there are
12 outstanding any bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness of

33 such authority issued on account of such project, unless all^
holders of such bonds, notes and certificates of indebtedn

35 have previously consented in writing to such action.
16 (6) Such department of development may further, if author

37 ized in cities by vote of the city council and approval of
38 mayor or city manager, and in towns by vote of the town meet
39 ing, have the powers and perform the duties from time to time
40 conferred or imposed on planning boards of cities and town
41 outstanding any bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness or
42 in the Commonwealth. In such event the planning board
43 such city or town shall be abolished; and property of such city ot
44 town in the custody of the planning board and all appropria
45 for the use of said board shall be transferred to and vested in
46 the department of development
47 (c) In a city the mayor or city manager, with the approval
48 of the city council, unless otherwise provided by the city charter.
49 and in a town the board of selectmen, if authorized bv vote of
50 the town meeting, shall appoint and majr remove for cause a
51 director of development. Such director shall devote his entire
52 time to the performance of his duties and the supervision of the
53 employees of the department. He shall be appointed for a period
54 of three years and until the qualification of his successor. Any
55 vacancy in tffice shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired
56 term in the same manner as the original appointment. Hi
57 salary shall be such as the city council or selectmen may de- *

58 termine. *

59 (d) Every such director of development shall make rule;
60 and regulations for the department of development, its officers
61 agents and assistants. He may' appoint such necessary assist
62 ants and clerks as may be required to carry out projects under-
63 taken under this chapter. They shall devote their entire time
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64 to the performance of their duties unless specifically employed
65 on a parttime basis.
66 (e) Upon the qualification of the director of development
67 first appointed under section (c) above the terms of the then
68 existing redevelopment authority, if any, of the city or town
69 and, if said city or town accepts the provisions of section ( b)

70 above, the terms of the then existing planning board shall termi-
-71 nate, and such offices shall thempon be abolished.
72 (/) The advisory council shall consist of at least nine persons.
73 No one of them shall be a member of the city council or the board

_74 of selectmen. In a city, the members shall be appointed by the
mayor or city manager, subject to confirmation by the city

76 council, and in a town by the board of selectmen. Members
77 shall be appointed annually for a term of one year and may be
78 reappointed in the manner set forth above. The advisory council
79 shall make studies and recommendations on the present and
80 future progress of planning and renewal within the city or town,
81 shall aid in community organization and education and shall
82 advise and assist the director of development. A city or town
83 may annually or oftener appropriate money to defray expenses
84 incurred by the advisory council in the performance of its duties
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