
HOUSE . 3058

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Chmura of Holyoke, for the Bill
establishing a hoard of appeals within the Department of Veterans Services to be
appointed by the Governor to hear appeals of veterans aggrieved by decisions of
local veterans services offices (House, No. 2476) and passed by the House to be
engrossed. April 12.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act establishing a veterans’ appeals board and defining

ITS DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “commission”, in
3 line 15, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 623 of the acts of
4 1958, the words: the veterans’ appeals board.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 107, under the caption veterans’ appeals

3 board, the following section;
4 Section 108. There shall be a board to be known as the vet-
-5 erans’ appeals board.
6 Such board shall consist of three members, who shall be ap-
-7 pointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
8 the council, and one of whom shall be designated as chairman
9 by the governor. The term of office of each member of the

10 board shall be for three years; provided, however, that of the
ill members first appointed, one shall be appointed for a term of
12 one year, one for a term of two years and one for a term of three
13 years. Any member chosen to fill a vacancy occurring otherwise
14 than by expiration of term shall be appointed for the unexpired
15 term of the member whom he is to succeed. Two members of
16 the board shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conduct-
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17 ing the business thereof. A single vacancy in the board shall
18 not impair the right of the remaining members to exercise all
19 the powers of the board.
20 The chairman of the board shall receive a salary of six thou-
-21 sand dollars per year, and each of the other members shall
22 receive a salary of five thousand dollars per year, and each
23 member shall also be entitled to his expenses actually and neces-
-24 sarily incurred by him in the performance of his duties, and
25 shall be eligible for reappointment. Any member may be re-
-26 moved by the governor, with the consent of the council, for in-
-27 efficiency, neglect of duty, misconduct or malfeasance in office^-
28 after being given a written statement of the charges and an
29 opportunity to be heard thereon.
30 All employees of the board shall be subject to chapter thirty-
-31 one and the rules and regulations made thereunder.

1 Section 3. Section 2of chapter 115 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 749 of the acts of 1957, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following two paragraphs:
5 He shall decide all controversies between towns relative to
6 the settlement of applicants for veterans’ benefits, and, subject
7 to the approval of the attorney general, his decisions shall be
8 final. He shall decide all controversies between any applicant
9 and a veterans’ agent relative to the validity or amount of a

10 claim for such benefits, and, upon the complaint of any person
11 that the city or town in which such person resides is granting
12 such benefits contrary to the provisions of this chapter, shall
13 forthwith make an investigation of such complaint, and a deter-
-14 mination of the amount of such benefits, if any, to be granted.
15 A final appeal from such decision or determination may be
16 taken in writing by such claimant, veterans’ agent or resident,
17 within ten days after his receipt of notice of the same to the
18 veterans’ appeals board. Said board shall assign each case for
19 a speedy hearing and its decision shall be final.


