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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning herewith Senate, No. 690
entitled “An Act Increasing the Minimum Fair Wage Rates”.

I recommend that Senate, No. 690, sent to me by your honorable
bodies for approval, be amended by striking out everything after
the enactment clause and inserting therefor the following:

Section 1, of chapter 151 of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out the second sentence, as most recently amended by
section 1 of chapter 620 of the Acts of 1958, and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence: A wage of less than one dollar
per hour in any occupation, as defined in this chapter, shall be con-
clusively presumed to be oppressive and unreasonable, wherever
the term “minimum wage” is used in this chapter, unless the com-
mission has expressly approved or shall expressly approve the estab-
lishment and payment of a lesser wage under the provisions of sec-
tions seven, eight and nine; provided, that no employer shall pay
any employee engaged in any manufacturing occupation a wage of
less than one dollar and fifteen cents per hour after September 5,
1961 and a wage of one dollar and twenty-five cents per hour after
September 5, 1963, except as provided in section nine.

The Congress of the United States enacted and sent to the Presi-
dent his recommended minimum legislation of 81.15 per hour after
September 5, 1961 and a wage of 81.25 per hour after September 5,
1963 for persons whose minimum wages in manufacturing occupa-
tions are set by the Federal Government. I urge that such a mini-
mum wage should be enjoyed by employees in these occupations in
our commonwealth.

To go beyond this minimum we place our employers in an unfair
competitive position with employers in like occupations in our neigh-
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boring states who have not established minimum wages at the Fed-
eral level.

I urge your honorable bodies to consider the proposed amendment
in the light of the position our industry will find itself in resulting
damages to employees who may well lose if our employees are
placed in a position where they cannot readily compete withflike
employers in our sister states.

Respectfully submitted y

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


