
No. 3HOUSE
Accompanying the first recommendation of the Massachusetts Aeronautics

Commission (House, No. 2). State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three

An Act imposing a fee for the registration of aircraft and

PILOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 49 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as amended,
2 is hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence and
3 adding the following subsections:
4 (a) Airmen Registration; Fees. Subject to the limitations
5 of subsections (c) and (e) of this section, every person who
6 pilots an aircraft within this state shall register his federal
7 airman’s certificate with the commission and shall renew such
8 registration each two-year period thereafter in which he pilots
9 an aircraft within this state. The commission may charge for

10 each such registration and for each renewal thereof, a fee not
11 exceeding five dollars for each two-year period.
12 (b) Aircraft Registration; Fees. Subject to the limitations
13 of subsections (c) and (e) of this section, every aircraft operat-
-14 ing within this state shall be registered with the commission
15 during each period in which the aircraft is operated within this
16 state. The commission may charge for each such registration,
17 and for each biennial renewal thereof, fees as follows:
18 Aircraft weighing less than two thousand pounds, thirty-two
19 dollars; two thousand and one to thirty-five hundred pounds,
20 fifty-two dollars; thirty-five hundred and one to twelve thou-
-21 sand five hundred pounds, seventy-six dollars; over twelve
22 thousand five hundred pounds, one hundred dollars. For the
23 purpose of the above the weight considered will be the gross
24 weight as published by the manufacturer. Such fees shall be in
25 lieu of all personal property taxes on aircraft authorized by
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26 any law, ordinance or by-law. Registration certificates issued
27 after expiration of the first six months of the biennial registra-
-28 tion period, as prescribed by the commission, shall be issued
29 at the rate of seventy-five per cent of the biennial fee. Those
30 issued after twelve months shall be charged fifty per cent;
31 those issued after eighteen months twenty-five per cent.
32 (c) Requirements for Registration, Issuance of Certificates.
33 Possession of the appropriate effective federal certificate, per-
-34 mit, rating or license relating to competency of the pilot or
35 ownership and airworthiness of the aircraft, as the case may be,
36 and the payment of the fee fully required pursuant to the pro-
-37 visions of this section shall be the only requisites for registra-
-38 tion of a pilot or an aircraft under this section.
39 (d) Reimbursement of Fees. Aircraft registration fees shall
40 be reimbursed to persons surrendering their certificates before
41 the date of expiration in accordance with the following
42 schedule:
43 Before the first six months of the period seventy-five per
44 cent;
45 Before the first twelve months of the period fifty per cent;
46 Before the first eighteen months of the period twenty-five
47 per cent.
48 (e) Exemptions. The provisions of this section shall not
49 apply to:
50 (1) An aircraft owned by, and used exclusively in the service
51 of, any government or any political subdivision thereof, includ-
-52 ing the government of the United States, any state, territory,
53 or possession of the United States, or the District of Columbia,
54 which is not engaged in carrying persons or property for com-
-55 mercial purposes;
56 (2) An aircraft registered under the laws of a foreign country;
57 (3) An aircraft which is owned by a non-resident and is
58 registered in another state;
59 (4) An aircraft engaged principally in federally certificated
60 scheduled airline operation;
61 (5) An individual piloting an aircraft owned by, and used
62 exclusively in the service of, any government or any political
63 subdivision thereof, including the government of the United
64 States, any state, territory, or possession of the United States,
65 or the District of Columbia, which is not engaged in carrying
66 persons or property for commercial purposes;
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67 (6) An individual piloting any aircraft registered under the
68 laws of a foreign country;
69 (7) A non-resident piloting aircraft in this state who is
70 registered in another state;
71 (8) An individual operating model aircraft;
72 (9) An individual piloting an aircraft which is equipped with
73 fully functioning dual controls when a properly certificated
74 pilot is in full charge of one set of said controls and such flight
75 is solely for instruction or for the demonstration of said air-
-76 craft to a bona fide prospective purchaser.
77 (/) There is hereby created a fund to be known as the “State
78 Aeronautics Fund”. All monies received on behalf of the
79 commonwealth under section forty-nine and all monies ap-
-80 propriated for the purposes of such fund shall be paid into the
81 state treasury and credited to such fund.
82 After appropriation the monies in said fund may be expended
83 by the commission or by the state treasurer at the request of
84 the commission for any purposes authorized by section thirty-
-85 nine A.
86 ( g) Suspension or Revocation of Certificates. The commis-
-87 sion may suspend, revoke or refuse to issue a certificate of
88 registration to any person who;
89 (1) Knowingly makes a false statement in an application for
90 a certificate or in any report required by the commission.
91 (2) Is in unsound mental or physical condition.
92 (3) Violates any provision of sections thirty-five to fifty-
-93 two, inclusive, or any regulation issued thereunder.
94 (4) Is convicted of a violation of the laws and rules or regu-
-95 lations of another state which prohibits careless, reckless or
96 negligent operation of an aircraft; piloting an aircraft or serv-
-97 ing as a member of the crew while under the influence of
98 liquor, drugs or narcotics, a student pilot carrying a passenger;
99 or the misappropriation or larceny of an aircraft.

100 Said suspension, revocation or refusal shall be voted by the
101 commission at a meeting of record only after notice and op-
-102 portunity for hearing has been given.
103 If any person appeals the decision of the commission in this
104 regard, as provided in section forty-five, the commission may
105 suspend, revoke or refuse to issue the certificate in question
106 pending the appeal.




