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Metropol tan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, November 7, 1962.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 92, section 100 and
chapter 30, sections 33 and 33A, as amended, I have the honor to
submit that portion of the annual report of the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission which contains recommendations for legislative
action, together with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. Copies of these drafts have been submitted sea-
sonably to the Counsel to the House of Representatives as re-
quired by law.

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT F. MURPHY,

Cfie CommontocaltJ) of C^aosacfcuisetts

Commissioner.
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1. An Act authorizing the Towing of Vehicles from Metro-
politan Parks District Parkways, Boulevards and Road-
ways where Such Vehicles are parked or standing in
Violation of Law or Regulations.

The heavy and constantly increasing volume of vehicular traffic
on the Commission’s boulevards and roadways in Boston particu-
larly, and in other cities and towns in the Parks District to a consid- 1
erable degree, presents a problem of major proportions to our police
department in its efforts to keep traffic moving, especially during
the morning and evening peak periods, without the nerve-wracking
slowdowns, tieups and delays which occur altogether too frequently
due to a variety of causes.

One of the prime difficulties in the overall situation is the loss of
traveled roadway capacity where illegally parked vehicles tie up a
traffic lane (and sometimes two) very often with disastrous results.

The Commission’s current authority to remove such vehicles is
limited and questionable. Earlier legislation has given the City of
Boston a statutory authorization to remove parked vehicles under
certain prescribed conditions and, more recently, a similar right has
been given to other cities and towns, to the State Department of
Public Works for the removal of vehicles from state highways and
to the Capitol Police.

As the Commission’s problem in this regard is entirely comparable
with these other public agencies, it is respectfully recommended that
the accompanying bill, giving the Commission the right to remove
vehicles from its roadways under generally similar conditions, be
favorably considered.

2. Resolve providing for a Study and Survey relative to the
Establishment of a System of Refuse Disposal Incin-
erators in Greater Boston.

The Commission would again respectfully invite the attention of
the Legislature to the constantly growing problem of refuse, rub-
bish and garbage disposal in many sections of Greater Boston, par-
ticularly as regaids the increasingly troublesome question of the
availability of suitable dumps or sanitary land fill waste disposal
areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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An engineering study of refuse disposal in the cities and towns in
the Metropolitan Parks District was made by this Commission in
1951, Legislation was enacted in 1952 authorizing the establishment
of five incinerator districts in Boston, Medford, Watertown, Revere
or Saugus and Milton to serve seventeen cities and towns adjacent
or contiguous to the proposed incinerator locations. The Act pro-
vided that cities and towns using the incinerators would share the
cost of operation in proportion to the volume or weight of refuse
contributed by each of them. Through one circumstance or another

Jt never became possible to effect necessary arrangements among
nhe municipalities named in the 1952 act. Pointed objections were
registered as regards the locations of the plants, the operation of
disposal trucks from one community through another, the length
of hauls and other similar factors soon made it evident that the es-
tablishment of the system on a voluntary basis as provided in the
act, would be impossible. Since 1952 a number of municipalities,
principally in the inner core of the Metropolitan District, have con-
structed incinerators for their own needs.

The overall problem, however, becomes more acute each year and
early attention should be directed toward a solution of it.

It is, therefore, respectfully recommended that the accompanying
resolve, providing for a survey and study, be favorably considered.

3. An Act authorizing and directing the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission to construct, enlarge and improve its

Recreational Facilities.
In 1956 the Commission made an exhaustive study of recreational

and parks development needs in the Metropolitan Parks District
and since that time notable progress in the construction of facilities
has been made.

At present twelve artificial ice skating rinks and eleven swimming
pools have been constructed under the program and are now in oper-
ation. Five more rinks and three more swimming pools have been

by legislation or are on schedule for construction if addi-
tional funds can be provided.

A substantial amount of further desirable work under the 1956
program remains to be done, particularly the construction of addi-
tional structures and the procurement of new specimens for our two
zoological gardens, the development of picnic areas, parking spaces,
paths and trails in our larger reservations, the possibility of laying
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out and constructing an eighteen hole golf course in the northerly
segment of the Parks District, the construction of boat launching
ramps in a number of locations at our shore front beaches and a

wide variety of other facilities and improvements to provide whole-
some recreational opportunities for the people of the Distiict.

It is, therefore, respectfully recommended that the accompanying

bill, appropriating an additional five million dollars for recreational
developments, be approved.

4. An Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commissi
sign to construct and maintain a Bridge over the

Charles River from Leverbtt Circle to the Vicinity

of City Square in the City of Boston.
The constant and continuous increase in motor vehicle use in

Metropolitan Boston, resulting in traffic congestion and confusion of
the highest degree, has led to the blight and deterioration of the
regions, residential, and commercial areas, and the areas financial
and economic status. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the
Charlestown and downtown areas of Boston, and in Cambridge.

The enormous problems of traffic flow require the continuous de-
velopment of highway and parkway systems with adequate ca-
pacity and design to accommodate the thousands of daily motorists
that must travel through this region.

One of the most important and immediate projects in this area
is a new crossing of the Charles River to connect Leverett Circle
with a new road system in the City Square area of Charlestown.
This proposal is a natural extension of the Commission’s historic
interests in the parkway and river bank development, and a con-
tinuation of the parkway system along both sides of the Charles
River consisting of Storrow Drive and Memorial Drive.

The proposed bridge is to be financed from the highway fund
with one half to be paid by the Commission and one half by the
Massachusetts Port Authority as part of several independent proj-
ects all related to urban renewal and traffic relief of Charlestown.

The outstanding feature of this proposal is the opportunity of the
Metropolitan District Commission to complete a vital link in the
Metropolitan highway system by taking advantage of an offer of
another public agency (the Massachusetts Port Authority) to
finance one half of the total cost, and a resultant saving to the tax-
payers of the commonwealth.


