
No. 1221HOUSE .

By Mr. Navin of Marlborough, petition of Clement A. Riley for legislation ex-
tending theregistration period for motor vehicles and trailers. Highways and Motor
Vehicles.

� In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act extending the registration period for motor vehicles
AND TRAILERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the fourth
3 paragraph and substituting the following paragraph:
4 Upon the transfer of ownership of any motor vehicle or trailer
5 its registration shall expire, and the person in whose name such
6 motor vehicle or trailer is registered shall forthwith return the
7 certificate of registration to the registrar with a written notice
8 containing the date of the transfer of ownership and the name,
9 place of residence and address of the new owner; provided,

10 that, on the death, insolvency or bankruptcy of an owner of a
11 motor vehicle or trailer, its registration shall be deemed to con-
-12 tinue in force as a valid registration until the expiration of the
13 registration period or until the ownership of such motor vehicle
14 or trailer is transferred by the legal representative of the estate
15 of such owner, whichever occurs first, subject otherwise to all
16 provisions of lawT applicable generally to registrations of motor

vehicles or trailers; and provided, further, that if the owner of
18 a motor vehicle or trailer for which a certificate of registration
19 has been issued for the following registration period dies prior
20 to the beginning of said registration period, such motor vehicle
21 or trailer shall be deemed to be validly registered and said
22 registration shall continue in force until the end of the said regis-
-23 tration period, or until the ownership of such motor vehicle or
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24 trailer is transferred by the legal representative of the estate of
25 such owner, whichever occurs first, subject, however, to all
26 provisions of law applicable generally to registrations of motor
27 vehicles or trailers.

Section 2. Section 2of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the last
sentence of the eighth paragraph of said section and substi-
tuting therefor the following sentence: A registration period
shall begin January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-four, aim
end at midnight on December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
and sixty-five, and for each ensuing first-year period thereafter.
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Section 3. Section 2of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the first
sentence of the sixth paragraph of said section and substituting
therefor the following three sentences: A person, who, before
the first day of July in any year, for any reason other than
suspension or revocation surrenders his number plates and regis-
tration certificate and does not apply for registration of another
vehicle but who, on or before the first day of August in the
same year, files in the office of the registrar a written applica-
tion for a rebate shall be entitled to a rebate of one half the
fee paid in excess of fifteen dollars for the registration of a
vehicle of which the plates and registration certificate have been
surrendered as aforesaid in that calendar year, and if the regis-
tration period extends into a second calendar year shall be
entitled to a rebate of the full proportion of the balance of the
fee paid for the second calendar year; provided, that no such
rebate shall be paid except upon a certificate, filed with the
comptroller, setting forth the facts, and signed by the registrar
or his authorized agent; and provided, also, that the rebate
shall be paid out of the fees received for the registration of
motor vehicles and trailers without specific appropriation. H
the event number plates have been issued and have not be"
used, the registrant shall be entitled to a refund of the amount
paid, as required by section thirty-three of this chapter, minus
one dollar and fifty cents for the issuance of the certificate.
Such number plates and registration certificate shall be returned
to the registry within ten days of the effective date of the regis-
tration, but in the event that the plates are returned because
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29 of suspension or revocation of such registration, the registrant
30 shall not be entitled to any refund of the fee paid for the
31 calendar year of such suspension or revocation; or in the
32 event that the vehicle has been operated on such number
33 plates during the first calendar year of the registration period
34 but not so operated during the second calendar year of the
35 registration period, the number plates and registration certifi-
-36 cate may be returned to the registry with evidence satisfactory
37 to the registrar of such non-use and the owner shall be entitled
38 to a refund of the fee paid for said registration period or paid
39 for the ensuing calendar year, as the case may be, minus one
40 dollar and fifty cents for the certificate issued.

1 Section 4. Section 2of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the fourth
3 sentence of the seventh paragraph and substituting therefor
4 the following sentence: Any number plate furnished under
5 this paragraph shall, except as provided by section nine, and
6 except in case the registrar for any valid reason extends the
7 time, be valid only for the period for which it is issued.

1 Section 5. Section sof chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the fourth
3 and fifth sentences in said section and substituting therefor the
4 following sentence: Number plates furnished hereunder shall,
5 except as provided by section nine, be valid only for the period
6 for which they are issued.

1 Section 6. Section 9of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the first
3 sentence of said section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing sentence: No person shall operate, push, draw or tow
5 any motor vehicle or trailer, and the owner or custodian of
6 such a vehicle shall not permit the same to be operated, pushed,
7 drawn or towed upon or to remain upon any way except as
8 authorized by section three, unless such vehicle is registered in
9 accordance with this chapter and carries its register number dis-

-10 played as provided in section six, and, in the case of a motor
11 vehicle, is equipped as provided in section seven, except that
12 any motor vehicle or trailer may, if duly registered, be operated,
13 pushed, drawn or towed upon or remain upon any way between
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14 the hours of twelve o’clock noon on December thirty-first of
15 the year of expiration and twelve o’clock noon on January first
16 of the following year if it carries its register number of either
17 year displayed as provided in section six, and except that a
18 tractor, trailer or truck may be operated without such regis-
-19 tration upon any way for a distance not exceeding one half
20 mile, if said tractor, trailer or truck is used exclusively for
21 agricultural purposes, or for a distance not exceeding three
22 hundred yards, if such tractor, trailer or truck is used for indus-
-23 trial purposes other than agricultural purposes, for the purpose^
24 of going from property owned or occupied by the owner of such •

25 tractor, trailer or truck to other property so owned or occupied;
26 and except that an earth-moving vehicle used exclusively for
27 the building, repair and maintenance of highways which exceeds
28 the dimensions or weight limits imposed by section nineteen
29 and the weight limits imposed by section thirty of chapter
30 eighty-five may be operated without such registration for a
31 distance not exceeding three hundred yards on any way adja-
-32 cent to any highway or toll road being constructed, relocated or
33 improved under contract with the commonwealth or any agency
34 or political subdivision thereof or by a public instrumentality;
35 provided, that a permit authorizing the operation of such a
36 vehicle in excess of the stated weight or dimension limits has
37 been issued by the commissioner of public works or the board
38 or officer having charge of such way; and provided, further,
39 that such earth-moving vehicle shall be operated under such
40 permit only when directed by an officer authorized to direct
41 traffic at the location where such earth-moving vehicle is being
42 operated.

1 Section 7. Section 33 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out section 33
3 as presently appearing therein and substituting therefor the
4 following new section:
5 Section 33. The registrar or his authorized agents shall col-^
6 lect fees as follows:
7 For the registration of every motor vehicle, the fee for which
8 is not herein otherwise provided, twelve dollars.
9 For the registration of every ambulance owned and operated

10 by any hospital or other institution or association supported
11 wholly or in part by public or private donations for charitable
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12 purposes, and every motor vehicle or trailer used by the fire or
police department of any city or town or park board solely for13
the official business of such department or board, and every14
motor vehicle or trailer used by a volunteer fire company, as15
authorized under chapter forty-eight, in any town solely for16
fire fighting purposes, no fee shall be collected hereunder.17

For the registration of every automobile and trailer owned18
19 by any political subdivision of the commonwealth, and used
20 solely for official business, not exempt from the payment of fees
19

21 as hereinbefore provided, six dollars.
�22 For the registration of every motor bus not owned as pro

23 vided in the preceding paragraph which is used exclusively
under contract with a political subdivision or school district of24

25 the commonwealth for the transportation of school children
six dollars; provided, that any such motor bus may also be26

27 used for the transportation of persons to and from church and
Sunday school services, and for the transportation of children28
to and from educational or recreational projects sponsored by29
a city or town or by any association or organization supported30
wholly or in part by public or private donations for charitable31
purposes without the payment of additional registration fee.32
For the registration of every motor bus used for carrying pas-33

34 sengers for hire pursuant to a certificate, license or permit issued
35 by the department of public utilities in accordance with the
36 provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-nine A, one dollar
37 for each seat. This and the two preceding paragraphs shall

apply to the registration of vehicles described therein regardlesi38

of whether they are designed to be propelled otherwise than by39
fuel as defined in section one of chapter sixty-four A, in this40
section referred to as “non-gasoline driven,” or designed to be41

42 propelled by fuel as so defined, in this section referred to as
gasoline driven.” The term “gasoline driven” as used in43

44 this section shall include vehicles propelled by Diesel fuel as
45 defined in paragraph (d) of section one of said chapter sixty-
46 four A.
47 1. For the registration of every non-gasoline driven auto-
48 mobile used for the transportation of goods, wares or merchan-
49 dise except an electric motor truck or an electric commercial
50 automobile, twenty dollars, or, in the case of an electric motor
51 truck or an electric commercial automobile so used, ten dollars,
52 and of every gasoline driven automobile so used, six dollars,
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53 for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the gross
54 weight of such vehicle plus the maximum load to be carried
55 thereon, but in no event less than eighty dollars in the case of
56 a non-gasoline driven automobile so used or twenty-four dollars
57 in the case of a gasoline driven automobile so used.
58 2. For the registration of every non-gasoline driven tractor
59 which is a part of a semi-trailer unit used for the transporta-
-60 tion of property, twenty dollars for every one thousand pounds
61 or fraction thereof of the weight of the tractor and of the weight
62 of the heaviest semi-trailer with which such tractor is combined
63 and operated, plus the maximum load to be carried by such*
64 semi-trailer and tractor, and for the registration of every gaso-
-65 line driven tractor which is a part of a semi-trailer unit so
66 used, six dollars for every one thousand pounds or fraction
67 thereof of the weight of such tractor and of the weight of the
68 heaviest semi-trailer with which such tractor is combined and
69 operated, plus the maximum load to be carried by such semi-
-70 trailer and tractor, but in no event less than one hundred and
71 sixty dollars nor more than twelve hundred dollars in the case
72 of a non-gasoline driven tractor which is part of a semi-trailer
73 unit, or less than forty-eight dollars nor more than three hun-
-74 dred and sixty dollars if gasoline driven.
75 3. For the registration of every semi-trailer, thirty dollars.
76 4. For the registration of every heavy-duty platform trailer,
77 six dollars for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof
78 of the weight of such vehicle plus the maximum load to be
79 carried, but in no event less than sixty dollars.
80 5. For the registration of every trailer for which a fee is not
81 otherwise provided in this section, six dollars for every one
82 thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the weight of such
83 trailer and the maximum load to be carried thereon.
84 6. For the registration of every non-gasoline driven tractor
85 not a part of a semi-trailer unit, twenty dollars for every one
86 thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the weight of the tractor
87 and its equipment, but in no event less than forty dollars, and 4
88 for the registration of every gasoline driven tractor not a part
89 of a semi-trailer unit, six dollars for every one thousand pounds
90 or fraction thereof of the weight of the tractor and its equip-
-91 ment, but in no event less than twenty-four dollars; except
92 that the fee to be collected for the registration of a farm tractor
93 not a part of a semi-trailer unit shall be eight dollars if the



1963.] HOUSE —No. 1221. 7

94 tractor is used exclusively for agricultural purposes. The pro-
95 visions of subdivisions (1) to (6) shall not apply to any vehicle
96 the fee for the registration of which is hereinbefore provided for
97 in this section. The aforesaid weight shall mean the weight
98 of such vehicle when fully equipped for the road. The registrar
99 of motor vehicles may establish rules for determining the gr

100 weight, including load, for which any vehicle shall be registered
101 under subdivisions (1) to (6)
102 7. For the registration of every motor truck carrying a perma-

HO3 nently mounted water well drilling machine, twenty-four dollars.
» (I 1 H /or* tno romolrofinn t\T mrori' rm +ionn r\ 4 11 o nine ri r\ 11o t'O.04 For the registration of every antique motor car, nine dollars.

105 For the registration of every automobile known as a taxicab,
106 forty-five dollars when non-gasoline driven and fourteen dollars
107 when gasoline driven.
108 For the registration of every motor bus or other motor vehicle,
109 the fee for the registration of which is not hereinbefore provided
110 for, used for carrying passengers for hire and having a seating
111 capacity of seven persons or less, eight dollars for each seat
112 when non-gasoline driven and two dollars and forty cents for
113 each seat when gasoline driven, and for the registration of every
114 such motor bus or other vehicle having a seating capacity in
115 excess of seven persons, ten dollars for each seat when non-
116 gasoline driven and three dollars for each seat when gasoline
117 driven, but in no event less than forty dollars when non-gasoline
118 driven or twelve dollars when gasoline driven. In determining
119 seating capacity aforesaid the driver’s seat shall not be included
120 but the largest number of passengers to be carried in seats shall
121 be included.
122 For the registration of motor vehicles or trailers owned by

123 or under the control of a manufacturer, dealer, repairman,
124 owner-repairman, or farmer, including one or more pairs of
125 number plates as requested in writing by the applicant for
126 registration, twelve dollars for the registration and twelve dol-
127 lars for each pair of number plates furnished by the registrar.

For the registration of motor vehicles under the control of a
129 transporter, including one or more pairs of number plates and
130 registration certificates as requested in writing by the applicant
131 for registration, twrelve dollars for the registration and fourteen
132 dollars for each pair of number plates and corresponding certifi-
-133 cate of registration furnished by the registrar.
134 For the registration of every motor vehicle or trailer by an
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135 owner who applies therefor under section two or section five
during the period beginning with the first day of October in136
any year plus the full fee for the second year of the registration137
period if such is the ca138

For the substitution of the registration of an automobile for139
that of a vehicle previously registered, in accordance with sec-140
tion two, one dollar and fifty cent141

For the substitution of the registration of a motorcycle for142
that of a vehicle previously registered, in accordance with sec-143

144 tion two, seventy-five cents.
145 For every license to operate motor vehicles, or for the renewal*
144

thereof, five dollars, less one dollar and fifty cents if the license146
period is less than eighteen calendar months.147

For every renewal of any license to operate motor vehicles148
five dollars, but if the renewal period is one full year or less, the149
fee shall be two dollars and fifty c<150 fee shall be two dollars and fifty cents. No fee shall be collected
for a license or renewal thereof restricted to the operation of151
motor-propelled fire apparatus only152

For each examination given to an applicant for a license to153
operate motor vehicles, three dollars154

For every additional copy of a certificate of registration or155
license, one dollar and fifty cents156

For every certified copy of any application or notice filed with157
the registrar and for every certified copy of a certificate of regis158
tration or license, one dollar and fifty cent159

For every additional number plate furnished to replace such160
plates as have been lost or mutilated or are illegible, one dollar161
and fifty cent162

163 For everv copy of anv record, or any certificate, the fee for
vhich is not otherwise provided herein, one dollar and fifty164
cents, except that when an owner has registered a vehicle for165

166 the ensuing registration year and thereafter transfers ownership
of said vehicle to another before the beginning of said vear, or167

168 when such owner changes his address before the beginning ofroa wnen suen owner cnanges ms aauress oeiore me oegmmng oi

169 said year, the registrar may issue to him a new registration cer^
170 tificate for another vehicle for the ensuing year, or a newT regis-
-171 tration certificate bearing the new address, without charge other
172 than the additional difference, if any, between the fees for regis-
-173 tration of the vehicle transferred and the vehicle sought to be
174 registered for the ensuing year.
175 The registrar or his authorized agent may, however, furnish
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without charge copies of certificates of registration and licenses
to operate, and copies of other documents relating thereto, to
officers of the commonwealth or of any court thereof or of a city
or town therein; and the registrar may issue certificates of regis-
tration for motor vehicles and licenses to operate the same to
any member of the foreign diplomatic corps or to any foreign
consular officer who is not a citizen of the United States with-
out the payment of the fees therefor.
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No fee shall be exacted for the registration of any vehicle
owned by a disabled veteran who is entitled to display thereon
the distinctive number plates authorized by section two, and
no fee shall be exacted for the issuance to such disabled veteran
of a license to operate such vehicle.
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„ 185
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No fee shall be exacted for the registration of a bloodmobile
unit or a canteen motor truck owned and used by a charitable
corporation.
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Section 8. Section 113 A of chapter 175 of the General Laws,
as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the
second full paragraph as appearing therein and substituting
therefor the following paragraph;

1
9

I

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, a policy covering
a registered motor vehicle or trailer w T hich is being transferred
as provided in section two of chapter ninety shall continue in
force and cover a newly acquired motor vehicle or trailer for a
period beginning from the date of transfer of the registered
motor vehicle or trailer until five o'clock post meridien of the
second registry business day following the date of transfer
within the same registration period; provided, that the number
plates issued upon registration of the transferred motor vehicle
or trailer are attached to the newly acquired vehicle.
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1 Section 9. Section 113 F of chapter 175 of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out

� 33 said section 113 F and inserting in place therefor the following
4 new section:

5 Section 113F. Any company which does not intend to issue
6 a motor vehicle liability policy or to execute or act as surety
7 on a motor vehicle liability bond, both as defined in section
8 thirty-four A of chapter ninety, for the ensuing registration
9 period in favor of the insured or the principal named in an
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10 existing policy or bond issued or executed by it shall, if said
11 policy or bond is in full force and effect on November tenth,
12 give written notice of its said intent on or before November
13 fifteenth as hereinafter provided. Such notice shall, except as
14 hereinafter provided, be sent either to said insured or principal
15 or to the insurance agent of the company or the insurance broker
16 who negotiated the issue of the policy or the execution of the
17 bond. If the certificate, as defined in said section thirty-four A,
18 in respect to such policy or bond was executed by or on behalf
19 of an insurance agent of the company, such notice shall be sent
20 to the said insurance agent. If when said notice is to be ser*
21 any such insurance agent is not then so licensed, the company
22 shall send such notice to the said insured or principal. Such
23 notice shall be in a form satisfactory to the commissioner and
24 shall include the following statement: “This notice shall not
25 be deemed a refusal under section one hundred and thirteen D
26 of chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws
27 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to issue a motor vehicle
28 liability policy or to execute a motor vehicle liability bond as
29 surety.”

30 Every such insurance agent or broker receiving such a notice
31 from a company shall, on or before December first, send a copy
32 of such notice to the insured or the principal, unless another
33 company has executed a certificate, as defined in said section
34 thirty-four A, evidencing the issue or the execution of a policy
35 or bond for the ensuing registration period covering the motor
36 vehicle or vehicles specified in the existing policy or bond.
37 If the commissioner is satisfied that an insurance agent or
38 broker has failed to send a copy of the notice as hereinbefore
39 provided he may revoke any license issued to such agent or
40 broker under section one hundred and sixty-three and section
41 one hundred and sixty-six.

42 Any company failing to send a notice as hereinbefore provided
43 shall upon the request of such insured or principal issue a new
44 policy or execute a new bond as surety covering said insured £

45 principal and the same motor vehicle or vehicles for the ensuing
46 registration period, subject, however, to the right of such com-
-47 pany to cancel such policy or bond in accordance with its
48 terms; except that a company may, subject to section one
49 hundred and thirteen D, refuse to issue such a new policy or
50 execute such a new bond as surety, if the facts upon which such
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<4

refusal is based were not known by such company prior to
October fifteenth of the second calendar year in the current
registration period or may refuse so to do it, after the issue by
the company of a written notice of cancellation of such existing
policy or bond, the board of appeal on motor vehicle liability
policies and bonds, subsequent to said October fifteenth, has
found in favor of the company upon a complaint filed under
said section one hundred and thirteen D.
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58
The giving of a notice under this section shall not preclude

an application, by the person named as the insured or the prin-
cipal in the existing policy or bond, for such a policy or bond
for the ensuing registration period, and, if the company does
not within seven days after such an application issue or execute
such a policy or bond, the applicant may file a complaint as
provided in and subject to said section one hundred and thir-
teen D.
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Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any of the
provisions of said section one hundred and thirteen D.
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