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The airport commission shall, at the end of each fiscal year, file a report with 
the county commissioner detailing the receipts and expenditures of such fund. 

At the end of a fiscal year in which such fund is not reauthorized for the 
following fiscal year or in which the county commissioners change the purposes 
for which money in such fund may be spent in the following fiscal year, the balance 
in such fund at the end of such fiscal year shall revert to the general fund of the 
county as surplus revenue. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one and prior to the 
establishment of the fund in section one for fiscal year nineteen hundred and 
ninety-three, the county treasurer shall certify to the county commissioners that the 
estimated revenue of such proposed fund has not been used as an enterprise 
revenue within the county's fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-three 
appropriations. 

SECTION 3- Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to 
the contrary, the county of Dukes County may, by majority vote of the county 
commissioners, incur debt by temporary loans for the construction of certain 
sewage treatment facilities and water connections in anticipation of reimbursement 
from the commonwealth, such reimbursement having first been agreed upon by 
the Massachusetts aeronautical commission, under contract SC2MVYH20 terminat
ing June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-three, and may issue notes therefor 
for a period not to exceed two years from their date of issuance. The aggregate 
amount of such notes shall not exceed an amount reasonably required, which 
amount shall be approved by the director of the bureau of accounts in the division 
of local services in the department of revenue and shown on an estimated cash flow 
statement prepared on a form approved by the director. The director may require 
the submission of such other information as he deems appropriate. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved June 3, 1992. 

Chapter 58. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF 
EASTHAMPTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Article 2 of the charter of the town of Easthampton which is on 
file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth, as provided in section twelve 
of chapter forty-three B of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out 
section 2-2 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 2-2. The representative town meeting shall consist of no less than one 
hundred and twenty and no more than one hundred and twenty-six members, with 
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each precinct represented by an equal number of members. 
SECTION 2. Said article 2 of said charter is hereby further amended by striking 

out section 2-3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-
Section 2-3. Precincts. The board of selectmen shall divide the town into no less 

than five and no more than eight convenient voting precincts, so established as to 
consist of as nearly an equal number of inhabitants as is possible. The boundaries 
of the precincts shall be established in accordance with applicable state and federal 
regulations. 

SECTION 3. Paragraph (b) of section 2-4 of said article 2 of said charter is 
hereby amended by inserting after the fourth sentence the following sentence:-
Candidates for re-election as town meeting members may nominate themselves by 
submitting written notice of their candidacy to the town clerk at least thirty days 
preceding the date of such town election. 

SECTION 4. The first sentence of section 2-5 of said article 2 of said charter is 
hereby amended by striking out the word "eighteen" and inserting in place thereof 
the following words:- its allotted number of. 

SECTION 5- The fourth sentence of said section 2-5 of said article 2 of said 
charter is hereby amended by striking out the word "six" and inserting in place 
thereof the following words:- one-third of its allotted number of. 

SECTION 6. Section 2-6 of said article 2 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph (b) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

(b) Removal from Town or Precinct. A town meeting member who removes 
from the town or removes from one precinct to another shall forthwith cease to be 
a town meeting member. A town meeting member who is removed from one 
precinct in the town to another by a revision of precinct lines may continue to serve 
as a town meeting member from the precinct from which elected until the next 
town election at which the remainder of the term, if any, shall be filled by the voters. 
Any persons so removed from office may be candidates for election as town 
meeting members from the precinct to which they have removed at the same 
election. 

SECTION 7. Section 2-8 of said article 2 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out the word "Section 3-6" and inserting in place thereof the following 
word:- Section 3-8,- and by striking out the words "in open session". 

SECTION 8. Said article 2 of said charter is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 2-10 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 2-10. Participation by Non-Town Meeting Members, (a) Representa
tives of Town Agencies. A designated representative of each town agency shall 
attend all sessions of the representative town meeting for the purpose of providing 
the town meeting members with information pertinent to warrant articles concern
ing such agencies. If any such person is deterred by illness or other reasonable 
cause from attending any particular session of the representative town meeting 
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such person shall designate another person to represent the agency at such session, 
(b) All representatives of town agencies, all town officers and employees and all 
residents and taxpayers, subject to such rules governing such participation as may 
from time to time be adopted, shall have a right to attend the meeting and to speak 
during the proceedings, but shall have no right to vote. 

SECTION 9. Section 2-11 of said article 2 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph (b) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

(b) Initiation of Warrant Articles. The board of selectmen shall place upon the 
warrant of the next town meeting the contents of all petitions addressed to it which 
request the submission of a particular subject matter to the town meeting and which 
are filed by: (1) any elected town officer; (2) any multiple member body; (3) any 
municipal department head; (4) any ten voters; or (5), such other persons or 
agencies as may be authorized by law or by-law. All such requests for submission 
of matters shall be in writing on a form provided by the office of the town clerk. 

SECTION 10. Said section 2-11 of said article 2 of said charter is hereby further 
amended by striking out paragraph (d) and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph

ed) Publication. Within seven days following the date the warrant for any town 
meeting shall close, the board of selectmen shall cause copies of the official warrant 
articles to be made available in the office of the town clerk. At least seven days 
before annual town meetings and at least fourteen days before special town 
meetings, a constable shall attest and post a copy of the official warrant in a public 
place at the town hall. 

SECTION 11. Paragraph (e) of said section 2-11 of said article 2 of said charter 
is hereby amended by striking out the words "by by-law",- and by striking out the 
word "standing". 

SECTION 12. Section 2-12 of said article 2 of said charter is hereby amended 
by striking out paragraph (a) and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph:-

(a) Time of Meetings. The representative town meeting shall meet at least once 
in each calendar year, during February, March, April or May, on a date fixed by 
by-law, and shall be primarily concerned with the determination of matters 
involving the expenditure and commitment of town funds including, but not 
limited to, the adoption of an annual operating budget for all town agencies and 
which shall be deemed to be the annual town meeting of the town. In addition to 
such meeting, the board of selectmen may, in its discretion, for the purpose of 
acting on the legislative business of the town in an orderly and expeditious manner, 
call the representative town meeting into session at other times by the issuance of 
warrants for such purpose. 

SECTION 13. Paragraph (c) of said section 2-12 of said article 2 of said charter 
is hereby amended by striking out the word "Sixty-four" and inserting in place 
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thereof the following words:- An absolute majority of. 
SECTION 14. The second sentence of paragraph (d) of said section 2-12 of said 

article 2 of said charter is hereby amended by striking out the words "and to the 
public". 

SECTION 15. The second sentence of paragraph (c) of section 2-13 of said 
article 2 of said charter is hereby amended by striking out the word "fourteen" and 
inserting in place thereof the following word:- twenty-one,- and by striking out the 
word "twenty-one" and inserting in place thereof the following word:- twenty-eight. 

SECTION 16. Said article 2 of said charter is hereby further amended by adding 
the following two sections:-

Section 2-14. Standing Committees. Until such time as the town meeting acts, 
by by-law or other town meeting vote, to change or abolish such committees, the 
following committees are hereby established: Committee on Rules - There shall be 
a committee on rules consisting of seven town meeting members, one of whom 
shall be appointed by the town moderator from each precinct. The terms of office 
of members of the committee on rules shall be for three years, so arranged that as 
nearly an equal number of terms as possible shall expire each year. The moderator 
shall serve, ex-officio, as the chairperson of the committee on rules. The committee 
on rules shall serve as a resource of the town moderator in conducting the 
legislative business of the town. The committee shall advise the moderator 
concerning possible candidates for appointment to any office to be filled by the 
moderator. The committee on rules shall provide a continuing oversight of the 
business of the town meeting and shall consider all proposed changes in its 
conduct. The members of the committee on rules shall, during the time the town 
meeting is in session, organize by the election of a vice-chairperson and a clerk. 

Committee on Government Regulations - There shall be a committee on 
government regulations consisting of seven town meeting members, one of whom 
shall be appointed by the moderator from each precinct, for terms of three years, 
so arranged that as nearly an equal number of terms as possible shall expire each 
year. Said committee on government regulations shall review and report on all 
warrant articles that would, if adopted, affect the by-laws of the town. It shall be 
responsible for the decennial review of the by-laws of the town as provided in 
paragraph (a) of section 7-6. The members of the committee on government 
regulations shall, during the time the town meeting is in session, organize by the 
election of a chairperson, vice-chairperson and clerk. In order to establish the 
overlapping terms of members of such committees, in each case initial appoint
ments by the town moderator shall be: two for one year, three for two years and 
two for three years. 

Section 2-15. Precinct Organization. The elected town meeting members from 
each precinct may within ten days following each annual town election, organize 
by the election of a chairperson, vice-chairperson and a clerk to serve for a term 
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of one year. Unless such person declines to serve, the person chosen as chairperson 
shall be that candidate for the office of town meeting member at the most recent 
election who received the highest number of votes for the office. If two or more 
members have equally received the highest number of votes the remaining town 
meeting members shall choose between them. 

SECTION 17. Section 3-1 of article 3 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph (c) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

(c) Town Election. The annual election of town officers and for the determina
tion of all questions to be referred to the voters, shall be held on the first Monday 
in April unless otherwise provided by by-law. 

SECTION 18. Section 3-1 of article 3 of said charter is hereby amended by 
inserting in the third sentence of the second paragraph under Section 3-1 (g) (2), 
the word "first" preceding the word "issued" as appears in said sentence. 

SECTION 19. Paragraph (b) of section 3-2 of said article 3 of said charter is 
hereby amended by inserting after the fourth sentence the following sentence:- The 
board of selectmen shall be responsible for the negotiation of all contracts with 
town employees over wages, hours and other terms and conditions of employment 
except those under the jurisdiction of the school committee. 

SECTION 20. Section 4-2 of article 4 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph 14. 

SECTION 21. Section 4-3 of said article 4 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph (b) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

(b) Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of town administrator shall be filled as soon 
as possible by the board of selectmen but pending such appointment the board of 
selectmen shall designate a town officer or employee or, if no employee is willing 
or able to serve, a resident of Easthampton, to perform the duties of the town 
administrator on an acting basis. The appointment of an acting town administrator 
shall be for a term not to exceed five months; provided, however, that a renewal 
not to exceed an additional three months may be provided. 

SECTION 22. Section 5-3 of said charter is hereby amended by striking out the 
first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- No later than 
February first, the town administrator shall submit to the finance committee a 
proposed budget for the ensuing year, with an accompanying budget message and 
supporting documents. 

SECTION 23. Article 6 of said charter is hereby amended by adding the 
following section:-

Section 6-4. Appointment Powers. Until such time as a different form of 
organization is provided in accordance with the procedures made available in this 
charter, the following organization shall be operative: The board of selectmen shall 
appoint: a town administrator to serve for an indefinite term, a board of registrars 
of voters, the zoning board of appeals, the board of health, a town counsel to serve 
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for an indefinite term, a director of veterans' services who shall also be burial agent, 
caretaker of veterans' graves, and veterans' agent, an energy coordinator, the 
council on aging, the historical commission, the conservation commission, the 
development and industrial commission, the industrial and development financing 
authority, the arts lottery council, the forest committee, the Memorial and Veterans' 
day parade committee and the Saint Patrick's day parade committee. Further, said 
board of selectmen shall appoint such other multiple member bodies as may be 
established by town meeting vote,or by vote of the board of selectmen to study 
and act on selected matters. 

The town administrator shall appoint, subject to review of applications and 
approval of appointment by the board of selectmen, a chief of police and other 
officers, according to civil service law and rules, a fire chief and other officers, 
according to the civil services law and rules, a superintendent of public works, a 
civil defense director, a tax collector, a treasurer, a town accountant, a personnel 
officer, a tree warden, a building inspector, a wire inspector, a gas inspector, a 
master or matron for the town lodging house, a dog officer, a parking clerk, a sealer 
of weights and measures, a superintendent of gypsy moth and dutch elm control, 
the Brookside-East Street cemetery commission and all other officers and employ
ees for whom no other method of selection is provided by charter, by-law or 
administrative code provisions. 

SECTION 24. Said article 6 of said charter is hereby amended by adding the 
following section:-

Section 6-5. Until such time as the town meeting shall act, by by-law, to amend, 
repeal or to revise them, the following shall have the force of a town by-law: Board 
of Health, (a) Composition, Appointment, Term of Office. There shall be a board 
of health consisting of three members appointed by the board of selectmen and 
to serve for terms of three years each, (b) Powers and Duties. The board of health 
shall be responsible for the formulation and enforcement of rules and regulations 
affecting the environment and the public health, and for the enforcement of state 
laws and the provisions of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations in all matters 
affecting the public health. The board of health shall have all the powers and duties 
which are given to boards of health by general laws, and such additional powers, 
duties and authority as may be provided by charter, by-law, or other town meeting 
vote. In making initial appointments, the board of selectmen shall appoint one 
person for a term of one year, one person for a term of two years and one person 
for a term of three years. 

SECTION 25. Paragraph (b) of section 7-9 of article 7 of said charter is hereby 
amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- These rules and the journal shall be a public record. 

SECTION 26. Section 8-5 of article 8 of said charter is hereby amended by 
striking out paragraph (h). 
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SECTION 27. Said section 8-5 of said article 8 of said charter is hereby further 
amended by striking out paragraph (j). 

SECTION 28. Said section 8-5 of said article 8 of said charter is hereby further 
amended by striking out paragraph (k). 

SECTION 29. Said section 8-5 of said article 8 of said charter is hereby further 
amended by striking out paragraph (1). 

SECTION 30. Article III of the town by-laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 2-28 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 2-28. Composition, Appointment, Term of Office. There shall be a 
finance committee which shall consist of nine members appointed by the town 
moderator for terms of three years, so arranged that the terms of three members 
shall expire each year. 

SECTION 31. Section 2-40 of said article III is hereby amended by striking out 
the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- A 
vacancy occurring in the membership of the finance committee shall be filled by 
the town moderator in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (e) of section 
7-9 of the town charter. 

SECTION 32. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved June 3, 1992. 

Chapter 59. ANACTREIATIVETOTHEREPORTINGOFHATECRIMES 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 32 of chapter 22C of the General Laws, inserted by section 22 of chapter 
412 of the acts of 1991, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Hate 
crime" and inserting in place thereof the following definition:-

"Hate crime", any criminal act coupled with overt actions motivated by bigotry 
and bias including, but not limited to, a threatened, attempted or completed overt 
act motivated at least in part by racial, religious, ethnic, handicap, gender or sexual 
orientation prejudice, or which otherwise deprives another person of his consti
tutional rights by threats, intimidation or coercion, or which seek to interfere with 
or disrupt a person's exercise of constitutional rights through harassment or 
intimidation. Hate crime shall also include, but not be limited to, acts that constitute 
violations of sections thirty-seven and thirty-nine of chapter two hundred and 
sixty-five, section one hundred and twenty-seven A of chapter two hundred and 
sixty-six and chapter two hundred and seventy-two. 

Approved June 3, 1992. 
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