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By Mr. Flynn of Malden, petition of John J. Maginnis for legislation to provide
for continuity of city and town government in the event of enemy attack. Public
Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act to make certain provisions for continuity of city

AND TOWN GOVERNMENT IN EVENT OF ENEMY ATTACK.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to make certain provisions for the
3 continuity of city and town government in event of enemy attack,
4 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
5 for the immediate preservation of the public safety.

1 Chapter 639 of the acts of 1950 is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 13 the following sections;
3 Section 13A . Each officer, as defined in section one of chapter
4 forty-three of the General Laws, of a city or town shall designate,
5 by name or position, five persons in his department or division
6 who shall exercise, successively, his duties in the event of his
7 absence or disability. Each such designation shall be subject
8 to approval by his appointing authority and shall be in effect
9 untilrevoked by the officer who made such designation. Persons

10 designated under this section to perform the duties of an officer
11 in his absence or disability shall perform such duties only in
12 succession to persons so authorized under any other provision of
13 general or special law.
14 Section 138. Any vacancy in any office which, by law, is
15 to be filled by the appointing authority with the approval of
16 or subject to confirmation by the city council or board of alder-
-17 men, may, in the event of vacancy therein resulting from enemy
18 attack and in the event that enemy attack or the effects thereof
19 prevents a quorum of the city council or board of aldermen from
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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20 assembling, be filled by the appointing authority without the
21 approval or confirmation of the city council or board of aldermen.
22 Any appointment made under the authority of this section shall
23 be temporary, pending appointment in the usual manner, with
24 the approval of or subject to confirmation by the city council
25 or board of aldermen, when circumstances shall permit.
26 Section ISC. Any officer who, by law, may be removed by
27 his appointing authority, with the approval of or subject to
28 confirmation by a city council or board of aldermen, may, in
29 the event that enemy attack or the effects thereof prevents a
30 quorum of the city council or board ofaldermen from assembling,
31 be removed by the appointing authority without such approval
32 or confirmation, provided that the removal is for grounds that
33 would be grounds for removal with the approval of or confirma-
-34 tion by the city council or board of aldermen. Any removal
35 made under the authority of this section shall be temporary,
36 pending removal in the usual manner, with the approval of or
37 confirmation by the city council or board of aldermen, when
38 circumstances shall permit. Pending such removal with the
39 approval of or subject to confirmation by the city council or
40 board of aldermen, the appointing authority may fill any vacancy
41 resulting from a removal effected under the authority of this
42 section, by appointment thereto without the approval of or
43 subject to confirmation by the city council or board of aldermen.
44 Section 13D. In the event that at any time enemy attack or
45 the effects thereof, or the threat of enemy attack or the antici-
-46 pated effects thereof, shall make it imprudent, inexpedient or
47 impossible to conduct the affairs of any city, town, district or
48 county within the geographical limits thereof, said affairs may
49 be conducted at such other place or places, within or without
50 the Commonwealth, as the chief executive officer or officers
51 thereof may designate at the time of enemy attack or in ad-
-52 vance thereof to take effect upon occurrence of enemy attack
53 or receipt of warning thereof. During the period in which any
54 such designation shall be in effect, all official acts of the officers
55 or employees of the city, town, district or county, may be per-
-56 formed at the place or places so designated. Such designation
57 may be terminated by the chief executive officer or officers of
58 the city, town, district or county, when it is possible and pru-
-59 dent again to conduct the affairs of said city, town, district or
60 county, within the geographical limits thereof.


