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planning board, the board of public works, the parking commission and the city 
council committee under whose jurisdiction parking issues have been placed. No 
such ordinance shall be enacted until each of the above entities has filed a 
recommendation with the city council or forty-five days have elapsed since the 
referral by the council. 

SECTION 4. No ordinance shall be adopted until a public hearing has been held 
by the city council or a committee thereof. Notice of such hearing shall be posted 
in a public place and published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city 
at least twice in two separate weeks, the first of which shall be not less than fourteen 
days before the scheduled date of such hearing. Actual notice shall be given by 
certified mail to all owners of property, as shown on the latest assessors' records, 
abutting the portion of a public way for which said residents only parking 
restriction will be effective. If the city council is presented with a petition signed 
by fifty percent or more of such property owners, a two-thirds majority shall be 
required to enact the proposed ordinance. 

SECTION 5. For the purposes of this act, a motor vehicle qualifying for resident 
status permitting parking in an area restricted to residents only parking by an 
ordinance enacted hereunder shall be registered under chapter ninety of the 
General Laws as principally garaged in the city of Northampton and owned or used 
by a person residing in said area. Nothing herein shall be construed to authorize 
the assignment of a specific space to any person or vehicle nor shall any ordinance 
enacted hereunder supersede any statute related to handicapped parking. 

Approved June 12, 1992. 

Chapter 64. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE UNLAWFUL USE OF COM
MERCIAL DISPOSAL CONTAINERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following 
section:-

Section 146. For purposes of this section "solid waste" shall mean garbage, 
refuse, trash, rubbish, sludge, residue or by-products of processing or treatment of 
discarded material, and any other solid, semi-solid or liquid discarded material 
resulting from domestic, commercial, mining, industrial, agricultural, municipal, or 
other sources or activities, but shall not include solid or dissolved material in 
domestic sewage. 

Whoever willfully and without right deposits solid waste in a commercial 
disposal container of another without the consent of the owner or other person 
who has legal custody, care or control thereof shall be punished by a fine of not 
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less than one hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars. 
Approved June 12, 1992. 

Chapter 65. ANACTFOJRTHERREGUIATINGPROFESSIONALLIABIL-
ITY INSURANCE FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, 
which is to further regulate professional liability insurance to health care providers, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 175D of the General Laws, as appearing in 
the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "person", 
in line 26, the following words:- , except as provided in the ninth paragraph of 
section six of chapter three hundred and sixty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and seventy-five,. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 6 of chapter 362 of the acts of 1975 
is hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Net direct premiums". 

SECTION 3. Said section 6 of said chapter 362 is hereby further amended by 
striking out the second paragraph, as amended by section 31 of chapter 351 of the 
acts of 1986, and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

A temporary, nonexclusive, joint underwriting association is hereby estab
lished. The purpose of the association shall be to provide medical malpractice 
insurance on a self-supporting basis. Upon approval of the commissioner, the 
association may for all purposes consider the business of each category of health 
care provider as a separate line of business. 

SECTION 4. Said section 6 of said chapter 362 is hereby further amended by 
striking out the third paragraph, as amended by section 32 of said chapter 351, and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

The association shall, pursuant to the provisions of this section and the plan of 
operation with respect to medical malpractice insurance, have the power to issue 
or to cause to be issued policies of insurance to applicants, including incidental 
coverages and subject to limits as specified in the plan of operation but not to 
exceed two million dollars for each claimant under one policy and six million 
dollars for all claimants under one policy in any one year, or twenty million dollars 
for all claimants under one policy in any one year, provided the applicant is a 
hospital; to underwrite such insurance and to adjust and pay losses with respect 
thereto, or to appoint service companies to perform these functions; to assume 
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