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An Act to prevent the circumvention of the laws relative
to attachment of wages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 246 of the General Laws is amended by adding a
2 new section, 20A, as follows:
3 Section 20A. No person shall send out of this common-
-4 wealth by assignment, transfer, or in any other manner, with
5 or without consideration, or institute in a foreign court any
6 action upon, a claim against a resident of this commonwealth,
7 with the intent of depriving the person subject to the claim of
8 the benefit of the exemptions and protections accorded by this

whose wages are in the hands of
person subject to the claim and
intended to be reached by such

9 commonwealth to wage earners
10 their employers, so long as the
11 the employer holding the wage
12 proceedings are within the jurisdiction of the courts of this
13 commonwealth.
14 Any person who in violation of this section obtains an attach-
-15 ment in a foreign court of wages of one person in the hands or

possession of another, shall be liable in contract to the person
17 subject to the claim, for the full amount of the claim, with costs
18 assessed or assessable by the foreign court, interest from the
19 date of the attachment, and costs, including reasonable attorneys’
20 fees.
21 The sending out of the commonwealth by assignment, transfer,
22 or in any other manner, of a claim either with or without con-
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23 sideration, and subsequently obtaining an attachment of wages
24 of any person in the hands or possession of his employer where
25 both the person subject to the claim and the person holding
26 the goods, effects, or credits, are within the jurisdiction of the
27 courts of this commonwealth, shall constitute prima facie evi-
-28 dence of intent to deprive the person subject to the claim of the
29 benefit of the exemptions and protections accorded by this com-
-30 monwealth.
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