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provide for real estate tax exemptions to widows of blind veterans. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act extending certain exemptions from real estate
TAXES TO THE WIDOWS OF BLIND VETERANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sof chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out clause twenty-second B, as mostrecently amended
3 by section 3 of chapter 666 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following clause;
5 Twenty-second B, Real estate of the following soldiers and
6 sailors and their spouses who are legal residents of the common-
-7 wealth and who served in the armed forces of the United States
8 between February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
9 and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two, between April sixth,

10 nineteen hundred and seventeen and November eleventh, nine-
-11 teen hundred and eighteen or who were awarded the World
12 War I Victory Medal, between September sixteenth, nineteen
13 hundred and forty and December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
14 and forty-six, or between June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred
15 and fifty and January thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-
-16 five and whose last discharge or release from the armed forces
17 was under other than dishonorable conditions; and who were
18 domiciled in Massachusetts for at least six months prior to enter-
-19 ing such service, or who resided in the commonwealth for five
20 consecutive years next prior to date of filing for exemption under
21 this clause, who according to the records of the Veterans Ad-
-22 ministration or of the armed forces by reason of such wartime
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23 service in the armed forces of the United States have suffered
24 in the line of duty the loss or permanent loss of use of both feet
25 at or above the ankle, or loss or permanent loss of use of both
26 hands at or above the wrist, or the loss or permanent loss of use
27 of one foot at or above the ankle and one hand at or above the
28 wrist or the loss of sight of both eyes as prescribed and certified
29 by the Veterans Administration, and of the widow of such blind
30 veteran, to the amount of eight thousand dollars; provided, that
31 such real estate is occupied as his domicile by such person; and
32 provided, further, that if said property be greater than a single
33 family house, then only that value of so much of said house as is#*
34 occupied by said person as his domicile shall be exempted.
35 Two thousand dollars of this exemption shall be borne by the
36 city or town, the balance, up to six thousand dollars, shall be
37 borne by the commonwealth, and the state treasurer shall an-
-38 nually reimburse the city or town for the amount of the tax which
39 otherwise would have been collected on account of this balance.
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