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By Mr. Weinberg of Boston, petition of Norman S. Weinberg for legislation to
regulate further the issuance of licenses for horse and dog racing. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act further regulating the issuance of licenses for
HORSE AND DOG RACING.

1 Section 3of chapter 12SA is hereby amended by striking out
2 the first paragraph and substituting the following new first
3 paragraph:
4 Section 3. Issuance of License. —lf any application for a
5 license, filed as provided by section two, shall be in accordance
6 with the provisions of this chapter, the commission, after reason-
-7 able notice and a public hearing in the city or town wherein the
8 license is to be exercised, may issue a license to the applicant
9 to conduct a racing meeting, in accordance with the provisions of

10 this chapter, at the race track specified in such application;
11 provided, that if the commission has already taken action on an
12 application for calendar year, after such notice and public
13 hearing, no other public hearing need be granted on any other
14 application from the same applicant relating to the same premises
15 filed prior to the expiration of said year; and provided, that if
16 the commission has issued a license for a racing meeting to the
17 applicant in the year next prior to the year asked for in the
18 application and said racing meeting has been conducted by said
19 applicant at the race track specified in such application, the
20 commission shall issue a license to the applicant for a racing
21 meeting for not less than the same number of racing days as issued
22 to and conducted by the applicant in the year next prior to the
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23 year asked for in the application, including days on which racing
24 was not conducted because of a national emergency or an act of
25 God; and provided, further, that on an application for a license
26 to conduct a horse or dog racing meeting in connection with a
27 state or county fair by an applicant which has not operated a
28 horse or dog racing meeting under the provisions of this chapter
29 prior to July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, the appli-
-30 cant shall show (1) that the state or county fair at which such
31 racing meeting is to be held has operated for a period of at least
32 five consecutive years; (2) that said fair has received financial
33 assistance from the Agricultural Purpose Fund for the same
34 period of time; and (3) a certificate from the commissioner of
35 agriculture that said fair is properly qualified and approved by
36 him; and provided, further, that on an application for a license
37 to conduct a horse or dog racing meeting in connection with a
38 state or county fair by an applicant to whom a prior license to
39 conduct a racing meeting at the race track specified in said ap-
-40 plication has been granted by the commission, no hearing need
41 be held, unless a request, signed by at least one per cent of the
42 registered voters of the city or town in which the track is 10-43
43 cated, is filed with the commission not later than thirty days fol-
-44 lowing the granting of said license. In determining whether a fair
45 is properly qualified under this paragraph, the commissioner of
46 agriculture shall consider the number of days such fair has op-
-47 erated each previous year, the area of the land used for fair pur-
-48 poses, the number of entries in agricultural show events in pre-
-49 vious years, the number and value of prizes offered in such events
50 and whether or not the granting of a racing license would tend
51 to promote the agricultural purposes of the fair.


