
HOUSE . No. 2601
By Mr. Hahn of Stoughton, petition of Francis W. Perry for legislation to

broaden the powers of the Comptroller in examining accounts and demands against
the Commonwealth and providing that his findings be made available to certain
officers. State Administration.

m

An Act to broaden the powers of the comptroller to allow
HIM TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY INTO ANY TRANSACTION, THE PRO-

PRIETY OR REGULARITY OF WHICH HE QUESTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE

THAT A REPORT OF HIS FINDINGS BE MADE AVAILABLE TO CERTAIN
OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 7of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 13 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:
4 Section 13. The comptroller shall examine all accounts and
5 demands against the commonwealth excepting those for the
6 salaries of the governor and of the justices of the supreme judicial
7 court, for the payrolls of the executive council and members of
8 the general court, and those due on account of the principal or
9 interest of a public debt. He may require affidavits that articles

10 have been furnished, services rendered and obligations incurred,
11 as claimed. Such affidavit for any office, department, commis-

si 2 sion and institution shall be made by the person authorized to
13 incur such obligation. The comptroller shall make a certificate
14 specifying the amount due and allowed on each account or de-
15 mand so examined, the name of the person to whom such amount
16 is payable, and the account to which it is chargeable. If it ap-
17 pears to the comptroller that there are improper charges in said
18 accounts or demands or that there is any irregularity or that there

Ci)e Commonluealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three



HOUSE —NoS 2601. [Jan. 1963.>

19 are any circumstances connected with the account or demand
20 which he deems to be irregular or contrary to the public interest,
21 he shall withhold his certificate for a period of sixty days. Dur-
-22 ing this period of sixty days the comptroller may make such
23 further inquiry as he deems to be in the public interest, he may
24 request information from the state department concerned, he
25 may request an opinion from the attorney general and he may
26 request assistance from the state auditor; and he shall report
27 his findings to the governor and council with a separate certifi-
-28 cate and give copies thereof to the state auditor, the commis-§
29 sioner of administration and the attorney general. The comp-
-30 troller shall keep copies of all such certificates and transmit the
31 originals to the governor, who, with the advice and consent of the
32 council, may issue his warrant to the state treasurer for the
33 amount therein specified as due.
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