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By Mr. Lombard of Fitchburg petition of the Massachusetts Bus Association for
legislation to define further charter and special services under the laws relating to
common carriers of passengers by motor vehicles. Transportation.

An Act to further define the definition of charter and

SPECIAL SERVICES UNDER THE COMMON CARRIERS OF PASSENGERS

BY MOTOR VEHICLE LAW.

Be it enacted hy the Senate arid House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 11A of chapter 159 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 No person shall operate or offer to provide service by means
5 of any motor vehicle carrying ten or more persons, including the
6 driver, upon any public way in charter service, as hereinafter
7 defined, unless he shall have obtained from the department a
8 license to engage in the business of rendering such service and
9 certifying that the rendering of such service is consistent with

10 the public interest, that public convenience and necessity require
11 it and that the applicant is fit, willing and able properly to per-

-12 form such service. “Charter service” is hereby defined as the
13 transportation of groups of persons who, pursuant to a common
14 purpose and under a single contract, and at a fixed charge for
15 the vehicle have acquired the exclusive use of the vehicle for the
16 duration of a particular trip or tour and in such a manner as not
17 to be subject to section one. The department may, after public
18 hearing, grant or refuse to grant a license to engage in the busi-
-19 ness of rendering charter service, and may, after notice and hear-
-20 ing, suspend or revoke such a license for cause. Notice of such
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21 public hearing shall be given to the holders of licenses issued
22 under this section who are doing business in the city or town in
23 which the service is to be located or in contiguous cities or towns
24 and to holders of certificates issued under section seven who are
25 doing business in such city or town. Any such license shall
26 remain in force, except while so suspended, until so revoked.

1 Section 2. Said section HA of said chapter 159 A is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the third paragraph and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 The department may make suitable and reasonable rules, r*
5 orders and regulations covering the operation of motor vehicles
6 both under section one and in such charter service or special
7 service, and may revise, alter, amend or annul the same. The
8 department shall also establish minimum mileage rates for any
9 such charter service or special service operated in intrastate

10 commerce with the commonwealth, and may revise, alter, amend
11 or annul such rates, and in determining such rates the depart-
-12 ment shall consider as part of the rate base the elements of
13 waiting service and type of equipment employed. The terms
14 “charter service” or “special service” shall not include the
15 operation of a motor vehicle actually used for the transporta-
-16 tion of school children under a contract with a municipality or
17 municipal board to and from school; or the operation of a motor
IS vehicle used in the transportation of school children and owned
19 and operated by such authorities; or the operation of sight-
-20 seeing automobiles licensed under chapter three hundred and
21 ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-one.
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