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House of Representatives

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently,
to whom was referred the order (filed b5r Mr. Chase of Boston)
relative to the appointment of a joint special committee to study
the circumstances surrounding the fire at the Sherry-Biltmore Hotel
in the Back Bay section of the city of Boston (House, No. 3300),
report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committees

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN.
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House of Representatives, April 1, 1963.

Ordered, That a special committee consisting of three members
of the senate and six members of the house of representatives is
hereby established to make a study of the circumstances surround-
ing the fire at the Sherry-Biltmore Hotel in the Back Bay, inquire
into the reports that the air-conditioning systems in the various
rooms prevented the trapped guests in the hotel from having free
exits from the windows, inquire into reports that two of the persons
who died in their rooms had severe cuts on their hands and arms
from their apparent attempt to escape by breaking the window
panes, inquire into all of the laws and safety regulations applicable
to hotels and other like buildings with a view' to determining whether
or not the present safety law's and regulations are adequate to pro-
vide the fullest measure of protection to the public in the event of
fire, and such further matters as said committee may deem ex-
pedient and advisable. Said committee shall report to the general
court the result of the study, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before
June first of the current year.

Adopted.

Sent up for concurrence.
WILLIAM C. MAIERS,

Clerk.
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