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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Bulger of Boston, for a bill with
a similar title (House, No. 1395). April 2..ril 2

% In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three

An Act repealing the provisions of law for the counting of

UNUSED BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 105 of chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by section 43 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1962, and

4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph
5 If the state ballot box is used, the clerk shall, as soon as the
6 polls are closed, record the total number of ballots received at
7 the polling place, the ballot box register, and the total number
Bof spoiled ballots. The election officers shall then, publicly
9 and in the presence of the other election officers, audibly am

10 distinctly count and announce the number of names checked
11 on each voting list used at the election, including a separate

12 count of the number of names checked on the list of persons
13 qualified to vote only for electors of president and vice-presi-
-14 dent, if any, shall publicly announce the number so counted
15 and thereafter the clerk shall record the same. The ballot
16 box shall then be opened by the presiding officer and the ballots
J 7 taken therefrom and audibly counted in public view, one by

one, including a separate count of the ballots cast by persons
19 qualified to vote only for electors of president and vice-presi-

-20 dent, if any, and the whole number of ballots cast shall be
21 publicly announced by him. The ballots may be divided into
22 convenient packages, and each block or package shall be can-

C!)e CommontocaltJ) of cpassaduisctts



[Apr. 1963.HOUSE 3308.No.>

>

4

i

1 vassed and counted by two election officers representing the
24 two leading political parties, detailed by the presiding officer,
25 The result of the canvass and count shall be reported to the
26 presiding officer, who shall cause it to be correctly recorded
27 on the blank forms provided therefor. When absent voting

18 ballots have been cast, the clerk shall amend the ballot box
29 register and the number of names checked on the voting list
30 to include the absent voting ballots deposited in the ballot box
31 under the provisions of section ninety-five.


