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MAJORITY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION.

Shortly after its members were appointed, the Commission met
for the purpose of organization and outlining its aims and proce-
dures. Permanent officers were elected as follows: Senator James
W. Hennigan, Jr., of Boston, chairman; Representative Harold E.
Rosen of Dedham, vice-chairman; and Thomas M. Yonker of
Dedham, secretary.

_ The Commission was in general agreement that a location for
" conducting track and field athletic meets of high school teams in

Eastern Massachusetts was soon to become a dire necessitv. With
the demolition of the Irvington Street Armory and the approaching
closing of the East Newton Street Armory, there will be no adequate
places left in the metropolitan area in which to hold these athletic
competitions. Authorities connected with the conduct of the track
and field meets have combed the Greater Boston area in search of
suitable facilities but have failed to find a location which will mec
their requirements.

It is pretty generally agreed, therefore, by all members of the
Commission that it will be necessary to construct a facility which
will fulfil the requirements of the track and field teams and that
such facility should be located in the Greater Boston area, readily
accessible from all directions by private and public transportation.
It is further agreed that the facility should be large enough to con-
tain a ten-lap track and have seating accommodations for 7,500
spectators. As envisioned the Commission, it wr ould contain
shower and dressing rooms, lockers, heating plant, offices, concession
booths, and other appurtenances applicable to that type of facility.
It is felt that a properly designed plant could be used for many other
purposes which might include conventions, exhibitions and similar
activities requiring large floor space.

•V review of costs of structures similar to that visualized by the
Commission resulted in estimating the cost of the proposed facility

£4 to be in the neighborhood of $1,500,000.
In reviewing possible locations for the suggested facility, the

Commission determined that a location in the Cleveland Circle
section of Boston would be most suitable' for two principal reasons:

1. That it is easily accessible' by public and private transportation
from all directions, and
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2. That the area under consideration is owned or under the con-
trol of the Metropolitan District Commission and could presumably
be obtained for the desired purposes through voluntary agreement
with the MDC or by legislative mandate, if necessary

In connection Avith the aboAm, the Commission conferred on tAvo
occasions with the MDC commissioner and Avere satisfied that the
Metropolitan District Commission would be agreeable to construct
ing, maintaining and operating the proposed facility; provided, th
funds for said purposes were appropriated by the Legislature.

Agreement up to this point AAras pretty general by all members of
the Commission. On the matter of determining the responsibility
of constructing and operating the plant, an area of disagreement
arose. One group, the largest in number, A\T hose recommended

legislation accompanies this report, believes that the Metropolitan
District Commission is properly established and capable of perform
ing the function of constructing, maintaining and operating the
proposed athletic facility in the best interests of all

A second group offers the suggestion that the responsibility of
building and operating the facility should rest AA'ith the Boston
Arena Authority.

A third suggests that a ne\A7 and completely separate authority
be established to erect and maintain the athletic plant.

In keeping, therefore, with the feelings of the majority of the
pecial Commission, after considerable study and reflection over the

various methods proposed, the legislation proposed in the accom
panying Appendix A provides for the construction, maintenance
and operation of an athletic plant, as described before, by the
Metropolitan District Commission and that said Commission be
authorized to issue bonds in the amount of $1,500,000 for said
purpose.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

Ax Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO CONSTRUCT AN ATHLETIC PLANT WITHIN THE
METROPOLITAN PARKS DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is hereby
2 authorized and directed to construct an athletic plant for high
3 school track and field athletic meets and such other purposes
4 as the commission may determine with shower and dressing
5 rooms, lockers, heating plant, offices, concession booths and
6 other appurtenances applicable to such a facility within the
7 metropolitan parks district in the Cleveland Circle section of
8 the city of Boston on land owned by said commission.

1 Section 2. The metropolitan district commission shall charge
2 reasonable fees wherever feasible to cover costs of operation and
3 maintenance of its facilities and may enter into leases or other
4 agreements relating to the operation of its facilities with public
5 or other bodies or individuals, upon such terms and conditions
6 as it may deem just and expedient. The terms of such leases or
7 agreements may include the right to charge fees as herein au-
-8 thorized, and full and complete information regarding any and
9 all such leases and agreements and the operations resulting

10 therefrom shall be a matter of public record and shall, at all
11 times, be available upon reasonable request.

1 Section 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the construction and improvements authorized in section
3 one of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the
4 governor and council, issue and sell at public or private sale
5 bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons

Appendix A.
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6 attached, as he may deem best, to an amount to be specified by
7 the governor and council from time to time, but not exceeding
8 in the aggregate the sum of one and one half million dollars.
9 All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be

10 designated on their face, Metropolitan District Commission
11 Athletic Plant Loan, Act of 1963, and shall be on the serial
12 payment plan for such maximum term of years, not exceeding
13 twenty years, as the governor may recommend to the general
14 court pursuant to section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments
15 to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof
16 to be so arranged that the amounts payable in the several years
17 of the period of amortization other than the final year shall be
18 as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is prac-
-19 ticable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-
-20 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval
21 of the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds
22 shall be payable not later than one year from the date of issue
23 thereof, and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth, nine-
-24 teen hundred and eighty-four. All interest payments and pay-
-25 merits on account of principal on such obligations shall be paid
26 from the metropolitan district commission park funds, to be
27 assessed bv methods fixed by law.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage


