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Executive Department
State House, Boston, October 25, 1963.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatm

Two problems have arisen which cannot wait for appropriation
action in the customary supplementary budget now before the
House Wavs and Means Committee.

The first and most critical problem has resulted from the lack of
rainfall during the past few weeks. This drought has created con-
ditions of extreme fire hazard throughout the Commonwealth, re-
quiring the Department of Natural Resources to expend funds
appropriated for a complete fiscal year at such a rate that the
funds are almost depleted.

Long range weather forecasts indicate little or no rainfall relief
in the next few weeks. Recognizing the need for continued vigi-
lance and adequate fire fighting resources at this critical time, I have
directed the Commissioner of Natural Resources to take every

precaution to assure the public
period of high forest fire dange
that the extremely hazardous co
of November, it will be necessary
for this purpose. I recommend,
following:

welfare and safety during this
In so doing and anticipating

idition will extend to the middle
that additional funds be provided

hereforc, that you authorize the

Item 1002-12 Prevention of Forest Fires .... sl£$190,000.00

The second problem involves the immediate discontinuance of
federal contributions to our Civil Defense Agency. Federal re-
quests make it essential that we should make present temporary
positions permanent.

Since these federal funds available to the Commonwealth and
its political subdivisions exceed $30,000 per month, I am certain
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that we should take the necessary steps to make the particular
positions permanent so as to meet these federal requirements. I
have been informed that these federal funds can be reinstated as of
October 1, 1963, if the necessary personnel action can be taken be-
fore October 31, 1963. I recommend that you take this action.
No additional state funds are necessary.

Because of the urgency of these two problems I further recom-
mend that only these items be considered at this time for immediate
action.

Respectfully submitted

ENDICOTT PEABODY,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


